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W«EN Saul receiv'd no anfwer down from heav'n, 
How qtiickly was his jealous paflioii driven 
A defp'rate courfe 1 He needs muft cure the itch 
Of his extreme defiers, by a Witch : 
When we have lolt our way to God, how levell, 
How eafie to be found 's the way to the DevelL 
Francis Quarles (Chertsey Worthies' Library Edition, 

' Divine Fandes,' p. 216). 
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Late tyr'd wth wo, euen ready for to pine 
With rage of loue, I cald my Loue vnkind ; 
She in whofe eyes loue, though vnfelt, doth fhine, 
Sweet faid, that I true loue in her (hould find. 
I ioyed ; but ftraight thus watred was my wine : 
That loue fhe did, but loued a loue not blind ; 
Which would not let me, whom fhee loued, decline 
From nobler courfe, fit for my birth and mind. 
And therfore, by her loue's authority, 
Wild me thefe tempefts of vaine loue to flie» 
And anchor feft my felfe on Vertue's fhore. 
Alas, if this the only mettaU be 
Of loue ncw-coind to help my beggery. 
Deere, loue me not, that you may loue me more. 

SiR Philip Sidnet : • Aftrophell and Stella,* xii. 
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NOTE. 

For the exemplar of ' Pierce PenileiTe ' of 1592 as sanctioned by its 
Author, I am again indebted to the Huth Library. The semi-surrep- 
titious one issued earlier in the same year by a different publisher — 
Richard JhOnes, against whom good Nicholas Breton made coroplaint 
for his sharp practice in assigning to popular names productions that 
were not really theirs— was reprinted by Mr. J. Payne Collier, most 
peHunctorily and cardessly, for the * Shakespeare Society ' (1 voL, 1843). 
The titie-page — showing the * long taile ' which Nash demands shall be 
suppressed — is given on oor virso of that of 1592 prepared by him in 
substitution, togclher with Jhones's short Epistle. As an Appendix- 
Note to * Pierce Penileffe,' I add at the dose of our reproduction, such 

* faults ' of the Jhones edition as seem to caii for record, albeit I suspect 
some at least belong to Mr. Collier himself, rather than to his (unique) 
exemplar. Be this as it may, our text oorrects many irritating misprints, 
and gives better readings in several important places. It is a small 4to, 
16 leaves, unpaged, and folios (t.^. on one side, from 17 to 40, 2— l. iiL). 
See our * Memorial- Introduction — Criticai,* in VoL IV., for notices of 
this singular book, induding a contemporary French translation ; also 

• Memorial-Introduction — Biographical,' in VoL I. — A. B. G. 
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Ofiginaisemi'surreptitious Titie-page and Epistle to Rtaders, 

PIERCE PENILESSE 

HIS SUPPLICATION TO 
THE DEUILL. 

Defcribing the ouer-fpreading of Vice, and 
the fuppreffion of Vertue. 

Pleafantly interlac'd with variable delights : and 

pathetically intermixt with conceiptcd 

reproofes. 

Written by Thomas Nash, Gentleman. 

LONDON, 

Imprinted by Richard Ihones, dwelling at the 
Signe of the Rofe and Crowne, nere 
Holbume Bridge* 
1592. 

The Printer to the Gentlemen Readers. 
Gentlemen, 

In the Authour's abfence, I haue been bold to publifh this pleafaunt 
and wittie difcourfe of Pierce PeniUffej his Supplication to the Diucll : 
which title, though it may feeme ftrange and in it felfe fomewhat 
prepoflerous, yct if you vouchfafe the reading, you (hali finde reafon, 
as well for the Authour's vncouth nomination, as for his vnwonted 
beginning without epilUe, proeme, or dedication : al which he hath 
inferted conceitedly in the matter ; but Ile be no blab to teii you in 
what place. Beftow the looking, and I doubt not but you (hali finde 
dedication, epiiUe, and proeme to your liking. 

Yours bounden in affeifHon, 
R. I. 
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A priuate Epiftle of the Author to 

the Printer. 

Wherein his fuU meaning and purpofe (in 

publifhing this Booke) is fet foorth. 

I Aith I am vene forrie (Sir) I am thus vn- 
awares betrayed to infamie. You write 
to me my booke is hafting to the fecond 
impreffion : he that hath once broke the Icp of 
impudence, neede not care how deepe he wade 
in difcredite. I confefle it to be a meere toy, 
not deferuing any iudicial mans view : If it haue 
found any friends, fo it is, you know very well 
that it was abroad a fortnight ere I knewe of it, 
and vncorrefted and vnfinifhed it hath ofFred it 
felfe to the oppen fcome of the world. Had you 
not beene fo froward in the republifhing of it, 
you fhould haue had certayne Epiftles to Orators 
and Poets, to infert to the later end ; As 
namely, to the Ghoft of Macheuilly of 7«//y, of 
Ouidy of RoJciuSy of Pace the Duke of Norfolks 
lefter: and laftly, to the Ghoft of Robert Greene^ 
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6 AN EFISTLE OF THE 

telling him, what a coyle there is with pamphletîng 
on him after his death. Thefe were prepared for 
Pterce Penilejfe firft fetting foorth, had not the 
feare of infedion detaincd mee with my Lord in 
the Countrey. 

Now this is that I would haue you to do in 
this fecond edi/tion; Firft, cut ofF that long- 
tayld Title,* and let mee not in the forefront of 
my Booke, make a tedious Moutebanks Oration 
to the Reader, when in the whole there is nothing 
praife-worthie. 

I heare fay there be obfcure imitators, that goe 
about to frame a fecond part to it, and ofFer it 
to fell in Paules Church-yard, and elfewhere, as 
from me. Let me requeft you, (as euer you will 
exped any fauour at my hands) to get fome body 
to write an Epiftle before it, ere you fet it to fale 
againe, importing thus much ; that if any fuch 
lewd deuife intrude it felfe to their handes, it is 
a cofenage and plaine knauery of him that fels 
it to get mony, and that I haue no manner of 
intereft or acquaintance with it Indeed if my 
leyfure were fuch as I could wyfli, I might 'haps 
(halfe a yeare hence) write the retoume of the 
Knight of the Pofi from Hell, with the Deuils 
anfwer to the Supplication \ but as for a fecond 

• See it on verso of Nash's own title-page, p. 4. — G. 
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A UTHOR TO THE PRl^lER. 7 

part of Pierce Penilejfiy it is a moft ridiculous 
rogery.* 

Other newes I am aduertized of, that a fcald 
triuiall lying Pamphlet, called Greens groatf-worth 
of wit is giuen out to be of my doing. God neuer 
haue care of my fonie, but vtterly renounce me, 
if the leaft word or fyllable in it proceeded from 
my penne, or if I were any way priuie to the 
writing or printing of it. I am growne at length 
to fee into the vanitie of the worlde more than euer 
I did, and now I condemne my felfe for nothing 
fo much, as playing the dolt in Prinţ. Out vpon 
it, it is odious, efpecially, in this moralizing age, 
wherein euery one feekes to fhew himfelfe a 
Polititian by mis-interpreting. 

In one place of my Booke, Pierce Penilejfe faith 
but to the Knight of the Poft, / pray how might 
I caii yoUy and they fay, I meant one Howe^ a 
Knaue of that trade, that I neuer heard of before. 

The Antiquaries are ofFended without caufe, 
thinking I goe about to detraft from that excellent 
profeflîon, when (God is my witnefle) I reuerence 
it as much as any / of them all, and had no manner 
of allufion to them that ftumble at it. I hope they 
wil giue me leaue to think there be fooles of that 
Art as well as of all other ; but to faye, I vtterly 

* See on this in our Memorial-Introduction prefixed to 
Voi. L; also ibid., Criticai, in Voi. IV.— G- 
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8 EPISTLE OF THE A UTHOR TO PRIJSTTER, 

condemne it as an vnfruitfull ftudie, or feeme to 
defpife the excellent quallified partes of it, is a 
moft falfe and iniurious furmife. There is nothing 
that if a man lift he may not wreft or peruert, I 
cannot forbid anie to thinke villainoufly, Sed caueat 
emptoTy Let the interpreter beware : for none euer 
heard mee make Allegories of an idle text. Write 
who wil againft me, but let him look his life be 
without fcandale : for if he touch me neuer fo 
litle, Ile be as good as the Blacke Booke to him 
and his kindred. 

Beggerly lyes no beggerly wit but can inuent : 
who fpumeth not at a dead dogge: but I am 
of another metall, they ftiall knowe that I liue as 
their euill Angell, to haunt them world without 
end, if they difquiet me without caufe. Farewell, 
and let me heare from you as foone as it is come 
foorth. I am the Plagues prifoner in the Country 
as yet : if the ficknefle ceafe before the thirde 
impreflîon, I will come and alter whatfoeuer may 
be ofFenfiue to any man, and bring you the latter 
ende. 

Your friend, Tho. Najh. / 
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Pierce Penileffe his Supplication 
to thc DiueU. 

»AUING fpcnt manie yecres in ftudying 
how to liue, and liude a long time 
without mony : hauing tircd my youth 
with follic, and furfetted my mindc with vanitic, I 
began at length to looke backe to repentaunce, 
& addreflc my cndeuors to profpcritic : But all in 
vaine, I fatc vp late, and rofe earcly, contended 
with thc colde, and conuerfed with fcarcitie: for 
all my labours tumed to loflc, my vulgar Mufe 
was defpifcd and ncgicfted, my paines not regarded, 
or flightly rcwarded, and I my felfe (in prime of 
my beft wit) laid open to pouertic, 
Whcreupon (in a malecontent humor) '*»/''". ^•» 

* ^ ^ ' ktrc qu<r sci* 

I accufed my fortune, raild on my ••*' ""'^'s- 
patrones, bit my pen, rcnt my papers, '"^'". ^^/^ 
& ragde in all points like a mad man. 
In which agony tormenting my felfe a long time, 
I grew by degrees to a milder difcontent : and 
paufing a while ouer my ftandifh, I refolued in 
verfe to paynt forth my paflîon : which, beft 

N. II. 2 
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IO PIERCE PENILESSE. 

agreeing with the vaine of my vnreft, I began to 
complaine in this fort. 

Estaîi.pnd Why ift damnation to difpaire and dye, 
^ A- "'/r When life is my true happinefTe difeafe ? 
i^^'^ire. jyjy {Qyj\^^ j^y foulc, thy fafetie makes 
me flie 
The faultie meanes, that might my pâine appeafe. 
Diuines and dying men may talke of hell, 
But in my heart, her feuerall torments dwell : 

Ah worthlefle Wit, to traine me to this 

[Iftgenio perii 
gui miser WOC, 

DeceitfuU Artes, that nourifh Difcontent : 
111 thriue the Follie that bewitcht me fo : 
Vaine thoughts adieu, for now I will repent. 

Paupcrtai And / yet my wantes perfwade me to 
'T/^;;:f " proceede, 
facerem. Since none takes pitie of a Scholler's 
neede. 

Forgiue me, God, although I curfe my birth, 
And ban the aire, wherein I breathe a Wretch ; 
Since Miferie hath daunted all my mirth, 
And I am quite vndone through promife-breach. 
Poimeocci' Oh frends, no frends, that then vngently 
dutis, amici. frowne, 

When changing Fortune cafts vs head-long 
downe. 
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PIERCE PENILESSE. 1 1 

Without redrefle complaynes my carelefle verfe, 

And A^^tf j-eares relent not at my moane : 

In fome farre Land will I my griefes Hei mm, 

reherfe, ZtZ!^7uta 

Mongft them that will be mou d when I '^''^'• 
fhall groane. 
England (adieu) the Soyle that brought me foorth, 
Adieu vnkinde, where fkill is nothing woorth. 

Thefe Rymes thus abruptiy fet downe, I toft 
my imagination a thoufand waies, to fee if I could 
finde any meanes to relieue my eftate : But all my 
thoughts conforted to this conclufion, that the 
world was vncharitable, & I ordained to be 
*mîferable. Thereby I grew to con- 
fider how many bafe men that wanted guicunque 
thofe partes which I had, enioyed content suam nequu 
at will, & had wealth at commaund : I 
calde to minde a Cobler, that was worth fiue 
hundred pound, an Hoftier that had built a goodly 
Inne, & might difpende forty pounds yerely by his 
Land, a Carre-man în a lether pilche, that had 
whipt out a thoufand pound out of his partuna 
horfe taile: and haue I more witte than ^'''''^'''*^'- 
all thefe (thought I to my felfe)? am I better 
borne ? am I better brought vp ? yea, and better 
fauored? and yet am I a begger? Meritu 
What is the caufe? how am I croft, causam, 
or whence is this curfe? 
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12 PIERCE PENILESSE. 

Euen from hence, that men that fhould employ 
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PIERCE PENILESSE. 13 

Beleeue me, Gendemen, for fome crofle mis- 
happes, haue taught me experience, piucubus in 
there is not that ftrickt obferuation '^^^^^^f/'* 
of honour, which hath bene here- «^"^«"• 
tofore. Men of great calling take it of merite, 
to haue their names etemizde by Poets; and 
whatfoeuer pamphlet or dedication encounters 
them, they put it vp their fleeues, and fcarcc 
giue him thankes that prefents it. Much better 
is it for thofe golden Pens to ratfe fuch vngratefull 
Peafants from the Dung-hill of obfcuritie, and make 
them equal in fame to the Worthies of olde, when 
their dodng felfe-loue fhall challenge it of dutie, 
and not onely giue them nothing themfelues, but 
impouerifh liberalitie in others. 

This is the lamentable condition of our Times, 
that men of Arte muft feeke almes of Cormorants, 
& thofe that deferue beft, be kept vnder by Dunces, 
who count it a policie to keep them bare, becaufe 
they fhould follow their bookes the better : think- 
ing belike, that, as preferment hath made them- 
felues idle, that were earft painfull in meaner places, 
fo it wold Hkewife flacken the endeuours of thofe 
Students, that as yet ftriue to excell in hope of 
aduauncement A good policie to fupprefle fuper- 
fluous liberalitie. But, had it beene praâifed when 
they were promoted, the Yeomandry of the Realme 
had been better to pafle than it is, and one Droane 
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14 PIERCE PENILESSE. 

fhould not haue driuen fo manie Bees from their 
hony-combes. 

I, I, weele giue loofcrs leaue to talke : it is no 
matter what Sic probo and his pennilefle companions 
prate, whileft we haue the gold in our coffers : this 
is it that will make a knaue an honeft man, & my 
neighbour Cramptons ftripling a better Gentleman 
than his Grand fier. O it is a trim thing when 
Pride, the fonne, goes before, & ^ame, the father^ 
foUowes after. Such prefidents there are in our 
C5mon-wealth a great many; not fo much of 
them whome leaming & Induftrie hath exalted, 
(whome I prefer before Genus et proauos) as of 
Carterly vpftarts, that out-face Towne & Countrey 
in their veluets, / when Sir Rowland Ruffet-coat^ 
their dad, goes fagging euery day in his round 
gafcoynes of white cotton, & hath much a do 
(poore pennie-father) to keepe his vnthrift elbowes 
in reparations. 

Marry, happy are they, fay I, that haue fuch 
fathers to worke for them, whilft they plaie: for 
where other men turne ouer manie leaues to get 
bread and cheefe in their olde age, and ftudie 
twentie yeares to diftill golde out of incke, our 
yoong maifters doo nothing but deuife how to 
fpend and afke counfaile of the wine and capons, 
how they may quicklieft confume their patrimonies. 
As for me, I liue fecure from all fuch perturba- 
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PIERCE PENILESSE. 15 

tions : for (thankes bee to God) I am vacuus viator, 
and care not, though I meete the Commiffioners of 
New-market-heath at high midnight, for any crofles, 
Images, or piftures that I carry about mee, more 
than needes. 

Than needes, quoth I, nay, I would be afhamde 
of it, if Opus & V/us werc not knocktng at my 
doore twentie times a weeke when I am not within: 
the more is the pitie, that fuch a franke Gentleman 
as I, fhould want : but, fînce the dice doo runne fb 
vntowardly on my fide, I am partly prouided of a 
remedy. For wheras, thofe that ftand moft on 
their honour, haue fhut vp their purfes, & fhift 
vs ofF with court-hollie-bread : & on the other 
fide, a number of hypocriticall hot-fpurres, that 
haue God alwaies in their mouthes, will giue 
nothing for Gods fake : I haue clapt vp a hand- 
fome SuppHcation to the Diuell, and fent it by a 
good fellow, that I know will deliuer it 

And becaufe you may beleeue mee the better, I 
care not if I acquaint you with the circumftance. 

I was informd of late daies, that a certaine blinde 
Retayler called the Diuel, vfed to lend money vpon 
pawncs or any thing, and would let one for a 
neede, haue a thoufand poundes vppon a Statute 
Merchaunt of his foule: or if a man plide him 
throughly, would truft him vppon a Bill of his 
hand, without any more circimiftaunce, Befides» 
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i6 PIERCE PENILESSE, 

hee was noted for a priuie Benefaftor to Traytors 
and Parafites, and to aduaunce fooles and afles 
farre fooner than any : to be a greedie purfuer of 
newes, and fo famous a Politician in purchafing. 



well headed as he, that will make a iolly fhift with 
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PIERCE PENILESSE, 17 

a Court-cup on their crownes, \î thc weather bc 
colde. 

To proceed with my talc : to Weftminfter Hali 
I went, and made a fearch of Enquirjr, from the 
blacke gowne to thc buckram bagge, if there were 
any fuch Sergeant, Bencher, Counfailer, Atomey, 
or perifogger, as Signior Cornuto Diabolo^ with thc 
good face? But they al {ynâ voce) affirmed, that 
he was not there : marry, whether hee were at thc 
Exchange or no, amongft the ritch Merchants, that 
they could not teii : but it was likelier of the two, 
that I fhould meet with him, or heare of him, at 
thc leaft, in thofe quarters. I faith, and fay you io, 
quoth I ? and Ile beftow a little labour more, but 
De hunt him out. 

Without more circumftance, thither came I: 
and, thrufting my felfe, as thc manner is, 
amongft the confufion of languages, I afked (as 
before) whether he were there extant or no ? But 
from one to another, Nm novi D^etnonemy was all 
the anfwer I could get. At length (as Fortune 
ferued) I lighted vpon an old, ftraddling Ufurer, 
ciad in a damafke cafTocke, edged with Fox-fur, 
a paire of trunkc flops, fagging down like a fhoo- 
maker's wallet, and a fhort thrid-bare gown on his 
backe, fac't with moath-eaten budge : vpon his 
head he wore a filthy, coarfe biggin, & next it a 
gamifh of night-caps, with a fage butten cap, of 
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the forme of a cow-fheard, oucrfpread verjr 
orderly : a fat chuflfe it was, I remember, with a 
gray beard cut fhort to the ftumps, as though it 



to build vp his kingdome, or fending his fpirits 
abroad to vndermine the maligners of his gouem- 
mcnt. 

I, hearing of this colde comfort, tooke my leaue 
of him very faintly, and like a careles male-contcnt, 
that knew not which way to tume, retired mc to 
Paules, to feeke my dinner with Duke Humfrey ; 
but, when I came there, the olde fouldioer was not 
vp. Hee is long a rifing, thought I ; but thats all 
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one, for hee that hath no money în his purfc, muft 
go dine with Sir John Beft-betruft, at the figne of 
the chalk and the Poft. 

Two hongry tumes had I fcarce fetcht in this 
waft gallery, whcn I was encountred by a neat 
pedanticall fellow, in forme of a cittizen : who 
thrufting himfelfe abruptly into my company, likc 
an InteUigencer, bcgan very eameftly to queftion 
me about the caufe of my difcontent, or what 
made me fb fad, that feemed too young to be 
acquainted with forrow. I nothing nice to vnfold 
my eftate to any what foeuer, difcourft to him the 
whole circumftaunce of my care, and what toyll 
and paines I had tooke in fearching for him that 
would not be heard of. Why fir (quoth he), had 
I bene priuie to your purpofe before, I could haue 
eafd you of this trauell ; for if it be the deuiU you 
feeke for, know I am his man. I pray, fir, how 
might I caii you? A knight of the Nonbtnt 
Poft, quoth he, for fo I am tearmed : -:;î-^ 
a fellowe that will fweare you any thing ^^• 
for twelue pence: but mdeed, I am a fpirite in 
nature and eflence, that take vpon me this humaine 
ihape, onely to fet men together by the eares, and 
fend foules by millions to hell. 

Now truft me, a fubftantiall trade: but when 
doe you thinke you could fend next to your 
maifter? why, euery day: for there is not a 
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cormorant that dies^ or Cut-puHe that is hanged, 
but I difpatch letters by his fbule to him, and to al 
my friends in the Low-cuntries : wherefore, if you 
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To the high and mighrie Prince of Darknefle, 

Donfell dell Lucifer, King of Acheron, Stix, 

and Phlegeton, duke of Tartary, mar- 

quefTe of Cocytus, and Lord 

high Regent of Lymbo : 

his diftrefled 

Orator j Pierce Pennilefle, wţ/^M encreaje of damna- 

tyon and malediftion etemall, per lefum Chriftum 

Dominum Noftrum. 

Oft humbljr fueth vnto your fin- 
fulnes, your fingle foald Orator, 
Pierce Pennilejfei that whereas 
your impious excellence hath had 
the poore tennement of his purfe 
any rime this halfe yeer for your daune- ^^ . u^ ţ^ 

ing fchoole, and he (nothwithftanding) ,^3^%^" i 
hath receiued no penny nor crofle for "*^*- 
farme, according to the vfuall manner, it may 
pleafe your gracelefTe Maieftie to confider of him. 
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and giue order to your feruant Auarice he may be 
difpatched : infomuch as no man heere in London 
can haue a dauncing fchoole without rent, and his 
wit and knauery cannot be maintained with nothing. 
Or, if this be not fo plaufible to your honorable 
infemalfhip, it might feeme good to your helhood 
to make extent vpon the foules of a number of 
vncharitable Cormorants, who, hauing incurd the 
daunger of a Premunire with medling with matters 
that properly concerne your owne perfon, deferue 
no longer to liuc (as men) amongft men, but to 
bee incorporated in the fociety of diuels. By 
which meanes the mightie controller of fortune 
and imperious fubuerter of defteny, delicious 
gold, the poore mans God, and Idoli of Princes 
(that lookes pale and wanne through long im- 
prifonment) might at length be reftored to 
his powrfull Monarchie, and eftfoon bee fette at 
liberty, to helpe his friends that haue neede 
of him. 

I knowe a great fort of good fellowes that 
• idcst,forthe would venture farre for his freedom,* 

goid. and a number of needy Lawyers (who 
now moum in threed-bare gownes for his thral- 
dome) that would goe neere to poiibn his keepers 
with falfe Latine, if that might procure his en- 
lai^ement : but inexorable yron detaines him in 
the dungeon of the night, fo that (poore creature) 
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hce can neither traffique with the Mercers and 
Tailers as he was wont, nor dominere in Tauemes 
as he ought. 

Famine, Lent, and deflblation, fit in onyon- 
fkind iackets before the doore of his indurance, 
as a Chorus in the Tragedy of Hofpitality, to / teii 
hunger & pouerty thers no reliefe for them there : 
and in the inner part of this vgly habi- The descrip- 

n j^j'/y 1 UonofGre- 

tation itands Greedinefle, prepared to dincs. 
deuoure all that enter, attyred in a Capouch of 
written parchment, buttond downe before with 
Labels of waxe, and lin'd with fheepes fells for 
warmenes : his Cap furd with cats fkinnes, after 
the Mufcouie fafhion, and all to be tafield with 
Angle-hookes, in ftead of Aglets, ready to catch 
hold of all thofe to whom hee fhewes any humble- 
nes : for his breeches, they were made of the lifts 
of broad cloaths, which he had by letters pattents 
afiured him and his heyres, to the vtter ouerthrowe 
of Bowcafes and cufhin makers, and bumbafted 
they were, like Beere barrels, with ftatute Mar- 
chants and forfeytures: but of all, his (hooes 
were the ftrangeft, which, being nothing elfe but a 
couple of crab fhells, were toothd at the toes with 
two fliarp fixpennie nailes, that digd vp euery 
dunghill they came by for gold, and fnarld at the 
ftones as hee went in the ftreet, becaufe they weare 
fo conunon for men, women, and children, to 
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trcad vpon, and hee could not deuife how to wreft 
an odde fine out of any of them. 

Thus walks hee vp and downc all his life rime, 
with an yron crow in his hand inftcad of a ftafFe, 
and a Sariants Mace în his mouth, (which night 
and day he gnaws vpon) and either bufies himfelfe 
in fetting filuer limc twigs, to cntangle yoong 
Gentlemen, and cafting foorth iîlken fliraps, to 
catch Woodcocks, or in fyuing of Muckehills and 
fhop-duft, whereof he will boult a whole cartload 
to gaine a bowd Pinnc. 

On the other fide, Dame Niggardize, his wife, 
The descrip- in a fcdge rueee kirtle, that had beene 

tionofDamc O DD r - x r 

Niggerdize. a mat time out of mmde, a courle 
hempen raile about her fhoulders, borrowed of 
the one end of a hop-bag, an apron made of 
Almanackes out of date, (fuch as ftand vpon 
fcreens, or on the backfide of a dore in a 
Chandlers (hop) & an old wiues pudding pan on 
her head, thrumd with the parings of her nailes, 
fate barrelling vp the droppings of her nofe, in 
fteede of oyle, to faime wool withaJl, and would 
not aduenture to fpit without halfe a dozen of 
porrengers at her elbow. 

The houfe, (or rather the hell) where thcfe two 
Earthwormes encaptiued this beautifuU Subftaunce, 
was vaft, lai^e, ftrong built, and well fumifhed, all 
faue the Kitchin : for that was no bigger than the 
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Cooks roome in a fhip, with a little court chimney, 
about the compafle of a Parenthefis in proclamation- 
print: then iudge you what dim/inutiue diflies 
came out of this doues-neaft. So likewife, of the 
Buttrie : for whereas in houfes of fuch ftately 
foundation, that are built to outward fliewe fo 
magnificent, euery Office is anfwerable to the Hali, 
which is principali, there the Buttrie was no more 
but a blind Cole-houfe, vnder a paire of ftayres, 
wherein (vprifing & down lying) was but one 
fingle kilderkin of fmall beere, that wold make a 
man, with a carroufe of a fpooneful, runne through 
an Alphabet of faces. Nor vfd they any glafles 
or cups (as other men), but onely little farthing 
ounce boxes, whereof one of them fild vp with 
froath (in manner and forme of an Ale-houfe) was 
a meales allowance for the whole houfhold. It 
were lamentable to teii what miferie the Rattes 
and Myce endured in this hard world : how, when 
all fupply of vitualls failed them, they went a 
Boot-haling one night to Sinior Greedinefle bed- 
chamber, where finding nothing but cmptines and 
vaftitie, they encountred (after long inquifitio) with 
a cod-peece, well dunged & manured with greace 
(which my pinch-fart penie-father had retaind 
from his Bachelorfhip, vntill the eating of thefe 
prefents). Vppon that they fet, and with a 
couragious affault rent it cleane away from the 
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breeches, and then carried it in triumph, like a 
coffin, on their fhoulders betwixt them. The verie 
fpiders and duft weaucrs, that wont to fet vp their 
loomes in euery windowe, decaied and vndone 
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that bufhes and brambles haue tooke for toule of 
infolent fheepe, that would needs ftriue for the 
waU of a iir-bufh, haue made him of the tenths 
of their tarre, a Squier of low degree : and of the 
colleâions of the fcatterings, a Juftice, Tam Alarti 
quam Mercurio^ of Peace and of Coram. Hee 
will bee humorous, forfoth, and haue a broode 
of fafhions by himfelfe. Sometimes (becaufe Loue 
conimonly weares the liuerey of Witte) hee will 
be an Inamorato Poeta^ and fonnet a whole quire of 
paper in praife of Lady Swin-fnout, his yeolow- 
fac'd Miftres, and weare a feather of her rain- 
beaten fanne for a fauor, like a fore-horfe. Al 
Italionato is his talke, and his fpade peake is as 
(harpe as if he had been a Pioner before the walles 
of Roan. Hee will dcfpife the barbarifine of his 
owne Countrey, and teii a whole Legend of lyes 
of his trauailes vnto Conftan-tinople. If he be 
challenged to fight, for his delaterye excufe, hee 
ob-ieâs that it is not the cuftome of the Spaniard, 
or the Germaine, to looke backe to euery dog that 
barkes. You fhall fee a dapper Jacke, that hath 
beene but ouer at Deepe^ wring his face round 
about, as a man would ftirre yp a muftard pot, 
and talke Engliih through the teeth, like laques 
Scabd'hamSy or Mmfieur Mingo de Mouftrap : when 
(poore flaue) he hath but dipt his bread m wilde 
Boares greace, and come home againe : or beene 
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bitten by the fhinnes by a Wolfe : and faith, he 
hath aduentured vppon the Barricadoes of Gurney^ 
or Guingatiy and fought wîth the yoong Guife hand 
to hand. 

Some thinke to be counted rare Politicians and 
Thecounter-Statefmen, by beeing folîtary: as who 

man, Secreta mea mihi : Frujira Jaţit^ qui fibi nm 
Jaţit : and there is no man worthy of my companie 
or friendfhip: when, although he goes vngartred 
like a malecontent CutpuriTe, and weares his hat 
ouer his eies like one of the curfed crue, yet cannot 
his ftabbing dagger, or his nittie loue-locke, keepe 
him out of the Legend of fantafticall cockfcombs. 
I pray ye, good Mounfier Diuell, take fome order, 
that the ftreetes be not peftered with them fo as 
they are. Is it not a pitiful thing that a fellow 
that eates not a good meales meat in a weeke, but 
beggereth his belly quite and cleane, to make his 
backe a certaine kind of a brokerly Gentleman: 
and nowe & then (once or twice in a Tearme) 
comes/to the eighteene pence Ordenary, becaufe 
hee would be feen amongft Caualiers and braue 
courtyers, liuing otherwife all the yeere long with 
falt Butter & HoUand cheefe in his chamber, 
fhould take vppe a fcomfull melancholy in his 
gate & countenance, courfe & talke, as though 
our common-welth were but a mockery of gouem- 
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ment, and our Maieftrates fooles, who wronged 
him in not looking into his deferts, not imploying 
him in State matters» and that, if more regard were 
not had of him very (hortly, the whole Realme 
(hould haue a miflc of him, & he would go (I 
mary would he) where he (hould be more ac- 
counted ofF. 

îs it not wonderfull ill-prouided, I fay, that this 
difdainfull companion is not made one of the 
fraternity of Foole, to talke before great States, 
with fome olde mothe-eaten Polititian, of mending 
high waies, and leading Armies into Fraunce ? 

A young Heyre, or Cockney, that is his Mothers 
Darling, if hee haue playde the wafte- Tj,e prodigaii 
good at the Innes of the Court, or about y^"« ^^^*^'"- 
London, and that neither his Students penfion, nor 
his vnthriftes credite, wiU ferue to maintaine his 
CoUidge of whores any longer, falles in a quarrel- 
Tmg humor with his fortune, becaufe fhe nude him 
not King of the IndieSy and fweares and ftares, after 
ten in the hundreth, that nere a fuch Pefant, as his 
Father or brother, fhall keepe him vnder : hee will 
to the fea, and tq^re the gold out of the Spaniards 
throats, but he will haue it, byrladie : And when 
he comes there, poore foule, hee lyes in brine, in 
Balift, and is lamentable ficke of the fcurvies : his 
daintie fare is tumed to a hungry feaft of Dogs 
and Cats, or Haberdine and poore John, at the 
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moft, and which is lamcntableft of all, that without 
Muftard. 

As a mad Ruffion, on a time, being in daunger 
of fhipwrack by a tempeft, and feeing all other at 
their vowes and praiers, that if it would pleafe 
God, of his infinite goodnefle, to delyuer them 
out of that imminent daunger, one woulde abiure 
this finne wherevnto he was adifted : an other, 
make fatisfa<ftion for that vyolence he had com- 
mitted: he, in a defperate ieft, began thus to 
reconcile his foule to heauen. 

O Ijord, if it may feeme good to thee to deliuer 
me from this feare of vntimely death, I vowe before 
thy Throne, and all thy ftarry Hoft, neuer to eate 
Haberdine more whileft I liue. 

Well, fo it fell out, that the/Sky cleared and 
the tempeft ceafed, and this carelefle wretch, that 
made fuch a mockery of praier, readie to fet foote 
a Land, cryed out: not without Muftard, good 
Lord, not without Muftard: as though it had 
been the greateft torment in the world, to haue 
eaten Haberdine without Muftard. But this by 
the way, what pennance can be greater for Pridc, 
than to let it fwinge in hys owne halter? Hulce 
bellum inexpertis : theres no man loues the fmoake 
of his owne Countrey, that hath not been fyngde 
in the flame of an other foyle, It is a pleafant 
thing, ouer a full pot, to read the fable of thirftie 
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Tantalus : but a hard matter to difgeft falt meates 
at Sea, with ftinking water. 

Another mifery of Pride it is, when men that 
haue good parts, and beare the name of yj,© pride of 
deepe fcholers^ cannot be content to ^h«i^^«i- 
participate one faith with all Chriftendome, but, 
becaufe they will get a name to their vaineglory, 
they will fet their felfe-loue to ftudy to inuent 
new fedls of fingularitie, thinking to liue when they 
are dead, by hauing theyr feds called after their 
names, as Donatifts of Donat uSy Ârrians of Ârrius, 
& a number more new faith-founders, that haue 
made England the exchange of Innouations, & 
almoft afmuch confufion of Religion in euery 
Quarter, as there was of tongues at the building 
of the Tower of BabelL Whencc, a number that 
fetch the Articles of their Beleefc out of Ariftotle^ 
& thinke of hcauen and hell as the Heathen 
Philofophers, take occafion to deride our Eccle- 
fiafticall State, & all Ccremonies of Diuine wor- 
fhip, as bug-beares and fcar-crowes, becaufe (like 
Herodes fouldiers) we diuide Chrifts garment 
amongft vs in fo many peeces, and of the vefturc 
of {aluation make fbme of vs Babies & apes coates, 
others ftraight trufles & Diuells brecches: fome 
gally-gafcoines, or a (hipmans hofe, likc the Ana- 
baptifts & adulterous Familifts: others with the 
Martinifts, a hood with two faces, to hide their 
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hypocrifie : and, to conclude, fome, like • the 
Barrowifts and Greenwodians, a garment full of 
the plague, which is not to be worne before it be 
new wafht. 

Hence Atheifts triumph and reioyce, and talke 
as prophanely of the Bible, as of Beuis of 
Hampton. I heare fay there be Mathematitions 
abroad that will prooue men before Adam^ and 
they are harboured in high places, who will 
maintaine it to the death, that there are no diuells. 

It is a fhame (fenior Belzibub !) that you fhould 
fuffer your felfe thus/to be tearmed a 

Thediuell , ^ / ' 

hath chiidren baftard, or not approue to your pre- 

(as olher , /%. îmi ii i 

men). but dcftinate chudren, not only that they 

fewe of thcm 

knowtheir haue a father, but that you are hee 

* that muft owne them. Thefe are but 

the fuburbes of the finne we haue in hand : I muft 

defcribe to you a large cittie, wholy inhabited with 

this damnable enormitie. 

In one place let me fhewe you a bafe Artificer 
The pride of ^^^^ ^^^^ "^ reuenues to boaft on but 
Artificers. ^ Needlc in his bofome, as braue as any 
Penfioner or Nobleman. 

In an other corner, Miftris Minx, a Marchants 
wife, that wil eate no cherries, forfooth, 

Tho pride of i , , /, .,i. 

marchants but whcH thcy are at twentv ihillings 

wiues. 'O 

a pound, that lookes as fimperingly as if 
ftie were befmeard, & iets it as gingerly as if fhe 
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were dancing the Canaries : fhe is fo finicall in her 
fpeach, as though fhe fpake nothing but what (he 
had firft fewd ouer bcfore in her Samplers, and the 
puling accent of her voyce is like a fained treble, 
or ones voyce that interprets to the puppets. What 
fhould I teii how fqueamifh fhe is in her dyet, what 
toyle fhe puts her poore feruantsvnto, to make her 
looking glafTes in the pauement ? how fhe wil not 
gpe into the fields, to cowre on the greene grafTe, 
but fhee mufl haue a Coatch for her convoy : and 
fpends halfe a day in pranking her felfe if fhe be 
inuited to anie flrange place? Is not this the 
excefTe of pride, fîgnior Sathan ? Goe too, you are 
vnwife, if you make her not a chiefe Saint in your 
Calender. 

The next obied that encounters my eyes, in 
fbme fuch obfcure vpflart gallants, as without 
defert or feruice, are raifed from the ^he pnde of 
plough to be checkmate with Princes : gpj^^^f 
and thefe I can no better compare than "°'*^>"s- 
to creatures that are bred Sine coitUy as crickets in 
chimnyes : to which I refemble poore ScuUians, that, 
from tuming fpit in the chimney corner, are on the 
fodaine hoifed vp from the Kitchin into the waiting 
chamber, or made Barons of the beanes, and Mar- 
quefTes of the mary-boanes : fome by corrupt 
water, as gnats, to which we may liken Brewers, 
that, by retayling fîlthy "Thames water, come in few 
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yeres to be worth fortie or fiftie thoufand pound : 
others by dead wine, as little flying wormes : and 
fo the Vintners in like cafe : others by flime, as 
frogs, which may be alluded to Mother Bunches 
dimie ale, that hath made her, & fome other of 
her fil-pot family fo wealthy : others by dirt, as 
worms : and fo I know many gold-finers & hoftlers 
come vp : fome by hearbs, as cankers, & after the 
fame fort our Apothecaries : others by aflies, as 
Scarabes : and how / elfe get our Colliers the pence ? 
Others from the putrified flefh of dead beafts, as 
Bees of Bulls, & butchers by fly-blowne beefe, 
wafpes of horfes, and Hackney-men by felling their 
lame iades to hunts-men, for carrion. 

Yet am I not againft it, that thefe men by their 

mechanicall trades {hould come to htfparage gen • 

tlemen & chufF-headed Burghomafters : 

Sparagusa 11 1 n ^^ % 

flowrethat but that Detter places Ihould bee pos- 

nnuer grow elh ^ /r 1 1 n 11 o 1 ^-^ 1 1 

but through lelied by coyftrells, & the Coblers crowe, 

mans dong. ^ '. ' •- /• 1 

for crymg but aue Cajar^ be more 
efteemed than rarer birds, that haue warbled 
fweeter notes vnrewarded. But it is no meruaile : 
for as Hemlocke fatteth Quailes, & Henbane 
Swine, which to al other is poyfon, fo fome mens 
vices haue power to aduance them, which would 
fubuert any elfe that (hould feeke to climbe by 
them : and it is inough in them, that they can 
pare their nailes well, to get them a liuing, when 
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as the feauen liberali Sciences & a good leg, will 
fcarfe get a pai re of fhoos and a Canuas-dublet. 

Thefe whelpes of the firft litter of Gentilitie, 
thefe Exhalations, drawen vp to the heauen of 
honor from the dunghil of abiedl fortune, haue 
long been on horfebacke to come riding to your 
Diuelfliip : but, I know not how, like Saint George, 
they are alwaies mouted, but neuer moue. Here 
they out-face Towne & countrey, & doo nothing 
but bandy faftions with their betters. Their bigge 
limbes yeeld the Common-wealth no other feruice 
but idle fweate, & their heads, like rough hewen 
Gloabes, are fit for nothing but to be the block- 
houfes for fleepe. Raynardy the Fox, may well 
beare vp his taile in the Lions denne, but when 
he comes abroad, he is afraide of euery dogge 
that barkes. What curre will not bawle, & be 
ready to flye in a mans face, when he is fet on by 
his mafter, who, if hee bee not by to encourage 
him, he cafts his taile betwixt his legges, & fteaies 
away like a (heepe byter. Vlijfes was a tall man 
vnder Aiax fhield: but by himfelfe hee would 
neuer aduenture but in the night. Pride is neuer 
built but vppon fome pillers : & let his fupporters 
faile him neuer fo little, you (hali finde him very 
humble in ^ dust. Wit oftentimes ftands in ftead 
of a chiefe arche to vnderprop it, in foldiers 
ftregth, in wome beauty. 
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Drudges, that haue no extraordinarie giftes of 
body nor of minde, filche themfclues into fomc 



like his Father. Truft not a villaine that hath 
beene miferable, and is fodainly grown happie. 
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Vertue afcendeth by degrees of defert into dignitie: 
gold & luft may lead a man a nearer way to pro 
motion : but hc that hath neither comelinefle nor 
coine to commend him, vndoubtedly^Asbycarrying 
ftrydes ouer time by ftratagems,* if of i^^j,^^';!^;,*];- 
a moale-hil he grows to a mountaine in ^^n^^f- 
a moment. This is that which I vrgc : there is no 
friendfhipe to bee had with him that is refolute to 
doe or fufFer any thing rather than to endure the 
dcftenie whereto he was borne : for he will not 
(pare his owne Father or Brother, to make himfelfc 
a Gentleman. 

FrauncCy Itafyy and Spaine^ are aU fuU of thefe 
falfe hearted Machiuillians ; but properly Pride is 
the difeafe of the Spaniard, who is bom -^^ p^^e of 
a Bragart in his mothers womb : for, if the spanyard. 
he be but 17 yeers old, and hath come to the 
place where a Field was fought, (though halfe 
a yeare before) he then talks like one of the Giants 
that made warre againft Heauen, and ftands vppon 
his honor, as much as if he were one of Augujius 
Souldiers, of whom hc firft inftituted the order of 
Heralds : and let a man footh him in this vaine 
of kilcowe vanitie, you may commaund his hart 
out of his belly, to make you a rafher on the 
coales, if you wiU next your heart 

The Italian is a more cunning proud fellowe, and 
hides his humour farre cleanlier, and indeed feemes 
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to take a pride in humilitie, & will profer a ftraunger 



Digitized by 



Google 



PIERCE PENILESSE. 39 

receiued, he in requital of his admirable entertain- 
ment, on an euening going to the priuie, (as it 
were to honour extraordinarily our Englifh Lords, 
appointed to attend vpon him) gauc one the candle, 
another his girdle, & another the paper : but they 
(not acquainted with this newe kinde of gracing) 
accompanying him to the pryuie dore, fet downe the 
trafh, and fo left him : which he, confidering what 
ineftimable kindnes he extended to them therin 
more than vfual, tooke very hainoufly. 

The moft grofle and fencelefle proud dolts (in 
a difference from all thefe kinds) are the Danes, 
who ftand fo much vpon their vnweldy x^g p^ide of 
burliboand fouldiery, that they account ^^^^^ 
of no man that hath not a battle Axe at his girdle 
to hough dogs with, or weares not a cockes feather 
in a thrumd hat like a caualier : briefly, he is the 
beft foole bragart vnder heauen. For befides 
nature hath lent him a flaberkin face, like one 
of the foure winds, and cheeks that fag like a 
womans dugs ouer his chin-bone, his apparel is 
fo ftuft vp with bladders of TaflFatie, and his 
back like biefe ftuft with Parlly, fo drawne out 
with Ribands and deuifes, and blifterd with light 
farcenet baftings, that you would thinke him no- 
thing but a fwarme of Butterflies, if you faw him 
a far ofF. * Thus walkes hee vp and^ifyouknow 
downe in his Maiefty, taking a yard of Jy onîiei^ 
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marks,iook on ground at cucrv ftep, and ftamps on 

hisfingers.& \ m , -r v 

youshaibe thc carth IO tcmble, as if ne ment to 

sure to find , ,r\ 

haifadoren knockc voDC a foirite, whcn froule 

siluerrings, ti\-/» -r» f/i/ r 

worththree drunken bezzle) if an Englilh/man fet 

penceapeece. ,. , ^ ' , . i /- n im 

his littic nnger to him, ne falles like a 
hogs-trough that is fet on one end. Therfore, I 
am the more vehement againft them, becaufe they 

are an arrogant Afle-headed people, that 

TheDanes „ ,^ , . T n i 

eneroies to al naturallv hate learnmg, and all them 

leaming. i i • o /• i i « 

that loue it: yea, & for they would 
vtterly roote it out from among them, they haue 
with-drawen al rewards from the Profeflbrs thepof. 
Not Barbary it felfe is halfe fo barbarous as they are. 

Firft, whereas the hope of honour maketh a 
Souldior in Engîand: Byfliopricks, Deanries, Pre- 
bendaries, and other priuate dignities, animate 
our Diuines to fuch excellence : the ciuill Lawyers 
haue their degrees & confiftories of honour by 
themfelues, equal in place with Knights and 
Efquiers : the common Lawyers (fuppofe in the 
beginning they are but hufbandmens fons) come in 
time to be chiefe Fathers of the land, and manie 
of them not the meaneft of the Priuie Counfell. 

There, the fouldiour may fight himfelfe out of 

his fkinne, and do more exploits than 

amongst them hce hath doyts in his purfe, before from 

for desert. ^^ . , 

a common Mercenary he come to be 
Corporal of the mould cheefe : or the Lieutennant 
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get a Captainfhip. None but the fon of a Cor- 
porali muft be a Corporali, nor any be Captaine, 
but the lawfull begotten of a Captaines body. 
Bifliops, Deans, Prebendaries, why they know 
no fuch fundions : a fort of raggcd Minifters 
they haue, of whom they count as bafely, as 
water-bearers. If any of the Noblemen refrain 
three howers in his lifc time from drinking, to 
ftudy the Lawes, hee may perhaps haue a little 
more gouemment put into his hands than an other : 
but, otherwife, Burgomafters & Gentlemen beare all 
the fway of both iwords, fpiritual and temporali. 
It is death there for anie but a hufbandman to 
marry a hufbandmans daughter, or a Gentlemans 
childe to ioyne with any but the fonne of a Gentle- 
man. Marry this, the king may well banifh, but 
hee cannot put a Gentleman vnto death in any 
caufe whatfoeuer, which makes them ftand vppon 
it fo proudly as they doe. For fafhion fake fome 
will put their children to fchoole, but they fet 
them not to it tiU they are foureteene yeere old : 
fo that you fhall fee a great boy with a beard 
learne his ABC, and fit weeping vnder the rod, 
when he is thirtie yeeres old. 

I will not ftand to inferre what a preiudice it is 
to the thrift of a florifhing State, to What it is to 

- , 1 /• 1 1 • • • nuike labor 

poylon the groth or glory, by gmmg itwithouthope. 
nought but the puddle water of penury to drinke : 

N. II. 6 
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to clippe the winges of a high towring Faulcon, 
who, wheras fhe wont in her fethered youthful- 
nefle, to looke with an amiable eye on her gray 
breaft, and her fpeckled fide fayles, all finnowed 
with filuer quilles, and to dryuc whole Armies of 
fearefull foules before her to her maifters Table ; 
now fhe fits fadly on the ground, picking of wormes, 
mourning the crueltie of thofe vngentleman-like 
idle hands, that difmembreth the beauty of her 
trayne 

You all knowe that man (infomuch as hee is the 
Image of God) delighteth in honour and worfhip, 
and all holy Writ warrantes that delight, fo it bee 
not derogatory to any part of Gods owne worfhip. 
Now, take away that delight, a difcontented idle- 
nefle ouertakes him. For his hire, any handycraft 
man, be he Carpenter Joyner or Painter, wilj 
ploddingly do his day-labor : but to adde credit 
and fame to his workmanfhip, or to winne a mais- 
tery to himfelfe aboue all other, hee will make a 
further afTay in his trade than euer hitherto he did : 
hee will haue a thoufand flourifhes, which before he 
neuer thought vppon, and in one day ridde more 
out of hand, than earft he did in ten : So in Armes, 
fo in Arts : if titles of fame and glory be propofed 
to forward minds, or that any foueraigntie (whofe 
fweetnes they haue not yet felt) be fet in likely 
view for them to fore too, they will make a ladder 
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of cord of the links of their braines, but they will 
faften their handes, as wel as their pies, on the 
imaginatiuc blifle, which they already enioy by 
admiration. Experience reproues me for a foole, 
for deJating on io manifeft a cafe. 

The Danes are burften-bellied fots, that arc to 
be confuted with nothing but Tankards or quart 
pots, and Ouid might as wel haue read his verfes 
to the Getes that vndcrftood him not, as a man 
talke reaibn to them that haue no eares 

And that 

but their mouths, nor fenfe but of that scnccoftcn 

times maketh 

which they fwallow downe their throats. tbem scnce- 

. lesse. 

God io loue me, as I loue the quicke- 
witted Italians, and therefore loue them the more, 
becaufe they mortally deteft this furley fwinifh 
Generation. 

I need not fetch colours from other countries to 
paint the vglie vifage of Pride, fince her pidurc is 
fet forth in fo many painted faces here at * withcred 
home. What drugs, what forcerres, what „J^^^. 
oiles, what waters, what oyntments, doe *"^- 
our curious Dames vfe to inlarge our *^JJ^^}}*"" 
withered * beauties. Their lips are as ^^h^. 
lauiihly rcd, as if they vfed to kifle anJJJ'g^J^ 
okerman euery morning, and their checks^^^^^^Jf*» 
fugcr-candied & cherry bluflit fo fwectly ^^Jj^l^ 
after the colour * of a ncwe Lord Mayors*^^^*^^^ 
poftcs, as if the pagcant of their wcdlocke holiday 
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were harde at the doore : fo / that if a Painter were 

to drawe any of their counterfets on a Table, he 

needes no more but wet his pencill, and dab it on 

their cheekes, and he fhall haue vermillion 

*tt^^mer^and white enough to fumifti out his 

^^h^dre^ ^^' worke, though he leaue his tar-boxe 

so^eth the at home bchinde him. Wife was that 

S^rkrme: fin-wafhing Poet that made the Ballet 

fiîSb^^iS. of Blue ftarch and poaking ftick, for 

''S^t^ne ot indeed the * lawne of licentioufnefTe hath 

bfew^u^ch^ confumed all the wheate of hofpitalitie. 

"^tS^^"^ It is faid, Laurence Lucifer, that you 

went vp and downe London crying there 

like a lanterne and candle man. I meruaîle no 

Laundrefle would giue you the wafhing and ftarch- 

ing of your face for your labour, for God knowes it 

is as blacke as the blacke Prince. 

It is fufpeded you haue been a great tobacco- 
taker* in your youth, which caufeth it 

*ThediueUa ^ rr V ^ ^r 

great Tobaccato come fo to palie: but Dame Nature, 

taker. * , 

your nurfe, was partly in fault, elfe fhe 
might haue remedied it. * She fhould haue 
noynted your face ouer night with Lac virginis^ 

which, baking vpon it in bed till the 

•Amedicine / /, . , , .,,/*., 

tomakethe mominc:, Ihc might haue pud ofr the 

diuelfaire. _ , ,.°' , ^. r /i , 

leale like the Ikin of a cuftard, and 
making a poflet of vergis mixt with the oyle of 
Tartary and Camphire, and bathde it in it a 
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quarter of an houre, and you had been as faire 
as the floure of the frying pan. I warrant, we 
haue old hackfters in this great Grandmother of 
Corporations, Madame Troynouant^ that haue not 
backbited anie of their neîghbours with the tooth 
of enuy this twentie yeare, in the wrinckles of 
whofe face, yee may hide falfe dice, and „^ ^y,^^ ^^^ 
play at cherry pit in the dint of their ^if^nnol"^ 
cheekes : yet thefe aged mothers of t^^hoff 
iniquitie will haue their deformities newe ^**^- 
plaiftered ouer, & weare nofegayes of yeolow haire 
on their furious foreheads, when age hath written, 
Hoe God, be here, on their bald bumt parchment 
pates. Pifh, pifh, what talke you of old age or 
balde pates ? men & women that haue gone vnder 
the South pole * muft lay ofF their furde 

- . , / 1 . 10 *Alias,Mothef 

night-caps in fpight of their teeth, & comeiius 
become yeomen of the Vineger bottle : 
a clofe periwig hides al the finnes of an old whore- 
mafter ; but Cucullus non facit Monachum^ tis not 
their newe bonnets will keepe them from^x^ansiated 
the old boan-ach. Ware when a mans worfjuTta 
finnes are written on his ey-browes, and ^nginaiem. 
that there is not a haîre bredth betwixt them and 
the falling ficknes. The times are dangerous, & 
this is an yron age, or rather no yron age, for 
fwords & bucklers goe to pawne a pace in Long 
lane : but a tinne age : for tinne and pewter arc 
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more efteemed than Latine. You that be wife, 
defpife it, abhorre it, negled it, for what fhould 
a / man care for gold that cannot get it. 

An Antiquarie is an honeft man, for he had 
rather fcrape a peece of copper out of 

The commen- ^ * r x^\ 

dation of the durt, than a crowne out of Ploidens 

Anlequaries. . ' r r-y 

Laudamus ftandilh. I Icnow manie wile Gentlemen 

vet eres scd 

nostris utiniurof thîs mufty vocation, who out of loue 
with the times wherein they liue, fall a 
retailing of Alexanders ftirrops, becaufe (in veritie) 
there is not fuch a ftrong peece of ftretching leather 
made now adayes, nor yron fo well tempred for 
anie money. They will blow theîr nofe in a box, 
and fay it is the fpettle that Diogenes fpet in ones 
face : who beeing inuited to dinner to his houfe, 
that was neat and braue in all points as might be 
deuifed, &c the grating Dog, fomwhat troubled 
with the rheume (by meanes of his long fafting 
and ftaying for dinner more than wont), fpet full 
in his Hoftes face : and being aflct the reafon of it, 
faid, it was the fouleft place he could fpie out in 
all his houfe. Let their Miftres (or fome other 
woman) giue them a fether of her fanne for a 
fauor, & if one afk them what it is ? they malce 
anfwer, a plume of the Phenix, whereof there is 
but one in all the whole world. A thouiand 
guegawes and toyes haue they in their chambers^ 
which they heape vp together, with infinite ex- 
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pence, and arc made bclceue of them that fel them, 
that they arc rare & prerious things, when they 
haue gathcred them vpon (bmc dunghill, or raktc 
them out of thc kcnnell by chaunce. I know one 
(bld an old rope with foure knots on it for foure 
pound, in that he gaue it out, it was the length 
and bredth of Chrifts Tombe. Let a Tinker take 
a peecc of brafle worth a halfpcny, and fct ftrangc 
ftamps on it, & I warrant he may make it morc 
worth to him of fome fantafticall foole, than all 
the kettels that euer he mcndcd in his life. This 
is the difeafe of our newfangled humorifts, that 
know not what to doo with their welth. It 
argueth a verie rufty wit, fo to doate on worme- 
eaten Eldc. 

Out vpon it, how long is Pride a drcffing her 
felfe? Enuie, awake, for thou muft 
appeare before Nicalao MaleuolOy great piaintof 
Mufter-maftcr of hell. Marke you this °"^' 
flie mate, how fmoothly hee lookes? The Poets 
were ill aduiied that faincd him to be a leane, 
gag-toothd Beldam, with hollow cyes, pale cheeks, 
and fnakie haire : for he is not onely a man, but a 
iolly luftic oldc Gentleman, that will winke, and 
laugh, and ieaft drily, as if he were the honefteft 
of a thoufand : and I warrant you fhall not heare 
a foule word come from him in a ycarc. I wi'l 
not contradia it, but the Dog may worry a (heepe 
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în the dark, and/thruft his necke into the collar 
of clemencie & pitie whcn he hath done : as who 
fhoulde fay, God forgiue him, hee was a fleepe 
in the fhambles, when the innocent was done to 
death. But openly, Enuic fets a ciuil, fatherly 
countenaunce vpon it, & hath not fo much as a 
drop of bloud in his face, to attaint him of murther. 
I thought it. expedient, in this my Supplication, to 
place it next to Pride : for it is his adopted fonne : 
And hence comcs it, that proud men repinc at 
others profperitie, and greeue that any fliould be 
great but themfelues. Meus cujufque^ is eft quifque; 
it is a Prouerbe that is as hoarie as Dutch-butter. 
If a man wil goe to the diuell, he may go to the 
diuel: there are a thoufand iugling tricks to bc 
vfed at hey pafle, come aloft : and the world hath 
cords enough to trufie vp a calfe that ftands in 
ones way. Enuie is a Crocodile that weeps when 
he kils, & fightes with none but he feeds on. 
This is the nature of this quickfighted monfter, 
hee wil endure any paines to cndamage another : 
waft his body with vndertaking cxploites that 
would require ten mens ftrengths, rather than 
any fhould get a penny but himfelfe, bleare his 
eyes to ftand in his neighbors light, and to con- 
clude, like Atlas vnderproppe heauen, rather than 
any fhould be in heauen that he likte not of, or 
come vnto heauen by any other meanes but by him* 
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You goodman wandrer about the world, how 
doe ye fpende your time, that you do not rid vs 
of thefe peftilent members? You are vnworthy 
to haue an office, \î you can execute it no better. 
Behold another enemy of mankind, befides thy 
felfe, exalted in the South, Philip of Spaine : who 
not contented to be the God of gold, Phuijpof 
and chiefeft commander of content that ^^^^ 
Europe afFords, but now he doth nothing mlXnVe'' 



as 



but thirft after humane bloud, when his ^^«d«^- 
foot is on the threfhold of the graue : and as a 
wolfe, beeing about to deuoure a horfe, doth balift 
his belly with earth, that he may hang the heauier 
vppon him, and then forcibly flies in his face, 
neucr leauing his hold till he hath eaten him vp : 
fo this woluiih vnnatural vfurper, being about to 
deuoure all Chriftendome by inuafion, doth cramme 
his treafures with Indian earth to make his malice 
more forcible, and then flyes in the bofome of 
France & Belgia, neuer withdrawing his forces 
(as the Wolfe his faftning) till he hath deuoured 
thcir welfare, & made the war-wafted carcafes of 
both kingdoms a pray for his tyrannie. Onely 
poore England giues him bread for his cake, and 
holds him out at the arms end. His Armados 
(that like a high wood, ouer-fhadowed the fhrubbes 
of our/low fhips) fled from the breath of our 
Cannons, as vapors before the Sunne, or as the 
N. II. 7 
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Elephant flies from the Ramme, or the Sea-whale 
from the noyfe of parched bones. The winds, 



and ready to bite at euery Dog that hath a boane 
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gîuen him beHde themfelues. lefu, what fecret 
grudge and rancoiir raignes amongft them, one 
being ready to difpaire of himfelf, \î he fee ^ 
Prince but giue his fellow a faire looke, or to die 
for griefe if he be put down in brauery neuer fo 
litle. Yet this cuftome haue our falfe harts fetcht 
from othcr countries, that they wil fweare & pro- 
teft loue, where they hate deadly, and fmile on 
him moft kindly, whofe fubuerfion in foiile they 
haue vowed. Fraus fublimi regnat in aula. Tis 
rare to finde a true frend in Kings Pallaces : 
either thou muft be fo miferable that thou fall 
into the hands of fcomful pitie, or thou canft 
not efcape the fting of enuy. In one thought, 
afTemble the famous men of all ages, and tel me 
which of them all fate in the funfhine of his 
foueraignes grace, or wext great of low beginnings, 
but he was fpite-blafted, heaued at, & ill fpoken 
of: and that of thofe that bare them moft 
countenance. But were enuy nought but words, 
it might feeme to be onely womens finne : but it 
hath a lewd mate hanging on his fleeue, called 
Murther, a fterne fellowe, that (Hke a Murder. the 

o 1 • /• 1 \ 1 11 I 1 companion of 

Spanyard m nght) aymeth all at/ the Enuie. 
hcart : hee hath more ftiapes than ProteuSy and 
will fhifte himfelfe, vppon any occadon of reuenge- 
mcnt, into a man s difh, his drinke, his apparell, 
his rings, his ftirrops, his nofegay. 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 PIERCE PENILESSE. 

O Italie, the Academie of manflaughter, thc 

Italie the fpoiting placc of murthcr, the Apothe- 

Sîmi^dToSsCary-niop of poyfon for all Nations : 

inventions. ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^f weapoHs haft thou 

inuented for malice ? Suppofe I loue a mans wife, 
whofe hufband yet liues, and cannot enioy her 
for his iealous ouerlooking : Phifickc, or rather, 
the art of murther, (as it may be vfed) wiU lend 
one a Medicine, which fhal make him away, in 
the nature of that difeafe hee is moft fubied to, 
whether in the fpace of a yeare, a moneth, halfe a 
yeere, or what trad of time you will, more or lefle. 
In Rome the Papali Chayre is wafht, euery 
fiue yeere at the furtheft, with this oyle of Aconi- 
tum. I pray God, the King of Spayne feafted 
not our holy father SextuSy that was laft, with fuch 
conferue of Henbane : for it was credibly reported 
hee loued him not, and this, that is now, is a God 
made with his owne hands : as it may appeare by 
the Pqfquil that was fet vp of him, in manner of 

The Pasquii ^ note, prefently after his eledion. Sol. 
madl^n ^^. ^^. ^^- that is to fay, Solus Rex 

thisiast §ope. ^ ^^f^. oj^giy ^hg K ^f spaine made 

me Pope. I am no Chronicler from our owne 

Countrey, but if probable fufpition might bee heard 

As Cardinal vDon his oath, I thinke (bme mens foules 

Wolsey, for . 

cxampie. would bee canonized for Martyrs, that 
on the earth did fway it as Monarchies. 
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Is it your will and pleafure (noble Lants-graue 
of Lymbo) to let vs haue lefle caroufing to your 
health in poiibn, fewer vnder-hand confpirings, 
or opcn quarrels cxecuted onely în wordes, as thcy 
are in the worlde now a dayes: as if men will 
needs caroufey conipire, and quarrell, that they 
may make RufHans hali of Hell : and there bandy 
balls of Brimftone at one anothers head, and not 
trouble our peaceable Paradife with their priuate 
hurliburlies about ftrumpcts, where no weapon 
{as in Adams Paradife) ftiold be named : but 
onely the Angell of prouidence ftand with a fiery 
fword at the gate, to keep out our enemies. 

A Perturbation of mind (like vnto Thecom- 
Enuy) is Wrath, which looketh farre ^rath,a 
lower than the former : For, whereas Enuic 
Enuie cannot be faide to bee but in refped of 
our Superiours, Wrath refpedeth no degrees nor 
perfons, but is equally armed agaynft all that 
ofFende him, / A harebraind little Dwarfe it is, 
with a fwarth vifage, that hath his hart at his 
tongues end, if he be contraride, and ut^i^ „^^ f^^ 
will be fure to do no right nor take no ^LTmoiT* 
wrong. If hee bee a ludge or a luftice *"*^- 
(as fometimes the Lyon comes to giue fentencc 
againft the Lamb), then he fwcarcs by 
nothing but by Saint Tybome, & makes common name 
Newgate a Nounc Subftantiue, whereto asHomoîsa 
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common namc all his othcT wofds are but Adiediues. 

for a roan or a , , ^ 

woman. Lightly, hcc is an olde man : (for thofe 
yeares are moft wayward and teatîfh) yct be he 
neuer fo old or fo froward, fince Auarice likewife 
is a fellow vice of thofe fraile yeares, we muft fet 
one extreame to ftriuc with another, and alay the 
anger of oppreffion by the fweet incenfe of a newe 
purfe of angels : or the doting Planet may haue 
fuch predominance in thefe wicked Elders of 
IJrael^ that, if you fend your wife, or fome other 
female, to plead for you, fhe may get your pardon 
vpon promife of better acquaintance. But whift, 
thefe are the workes of darlcnefTe, and may not 
be talkt of in the day time : Fury is a heate or 
fire, & muft bee quencht with maides water. 
Amongft other cholericke wife luftices, he was 
A talc of a ^nc, that hauing a play prefented before 
wiseiusucc. him and his Towneftiip by rarltm and 
the reft of his fellowes, her Maiefties feruants, 
and they were now entring into their firft merri- 
ment (as they caii it), the people began exceedingly 
to laugh, when Tarlton firft peept out his head. 
Whereat the luftice, not a little moued, and feeing 
with his beckes and nods, hee could not make 
them ceafe, he went with his ftafFe, & beat them 
round about vnmercifuUy on the bare pates, in 
that they, being but Farmers and poore countrey 
hyndes, would prefume to laugh at the Queenes 
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men, & make no more account of her cloath in 
his prefence. 

The caufes conduâing vnto wrath are as diuers 
as the aâions of a mans life. Some will take on 
like a mad man, \î they fee a pigge come to the 
table. SotericuSj the Surgeon, was cholericke at 
fight of Sturgeon. The Irifhman will xhenatureof 
draw his dagger, and bee ready to kill ^«irishman. 
& flay, if one breake winde in his company : and 
fo fome of our Englifh men, that be Souldiers, if 
one giue them the lye : but thefe are light matters, 
whereof Picrcc complaineth noL 

Be aduertifed, Mafter Os fatidum, Bedle of the 
Blackefmithes, that Lawyers cannot deuife which 
way in the world to begge, they are fo troubled 
with brabblements and futes euery Tearme, of 
Yeomen and Gcntlemen that feU out for nothing. 
If lohn a Nokes his henne doo but leap into 
EliTuibeth de Gappes clofe, fliee w*dl neuer / leaue 
to haunt her huflband, till he bring it to a Nifi 
prius. One while, the Parfon fueth the parifhioner 
for bringing home his tythcs: another while, the 
Parifhioner fueth the Parfon for not taking away 
his Tythes in time. 

I heard a tale of a Butchcr, who driuing two 
Calues ouer a G>mmon, that were a merry taie 
coupled together by the neckes with a his caiues. 
an Oken With, in the way where they fhould 
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pafle, there lay a poore, leane Mare, wîth a 



remcmbrance : fo they, being but lightly fprinckled 
with the iuyce of the Hop, become fencelefle, and 
haue their reafon ftrooken blind, as foone as euer 
the Cup fcaleth the Fortrefle of their Nofe. Then 
run their words at random, like a dog that hath 
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loft his mafter, and are vppe with this man & that 
man, & generally inuey agaînft al me : but thofe 
that keep a wet corner for a friend, and will not 
thinke fcome to drinke with a good fellowe and 
a Souldiour : & fo long do they praftife this vaine 
on their Ale-bcnch, that when they are fober, they 
cannot leaue it. There be thofe that get their 
liuing all the yeere long, by nothing but rayling. 

Not farre fix)m Chefter^ I knewe an odde foule- 
mouthde knaue, called Charles the Fryer, 
that had a face fo parboyled with mensFrywCharies 
ipitting on it, and a backe fo often mouthde 
knighted in Bridewell, that it was im- 
poffible for any fhame or punifhment to terrifie 
him from ill fpeaking. Noblemen hee would liken 
to more vgly things than himfelfe : fome / to Alter 
my moft hearty commendations, with a dafh ouer 
the head: others to guilded chines of beefe, or 
a fhoomaker fweating, when he puls on a fhoo: 
another to an old verfe in Cato^ Ad conjilium ne 
accejferisy antequam voceris: another to a Spani/h 
Oxipifle : another, that his face was not yet finifht, 
with fuch like innumerable abfurd allufions : yea, 
what was he in the G>urt but hee had a comparifon 
inftead of a Capcafe to put him in. Vpon a time, 
being challengde at his owne weapon in a priuate 
Chamber, by a great perfonage, (rayling, I meane) 
he fo far outftript him in villainous words, and 

N. II, 8 
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ouer-bandied him in bitter tearms, that the name 
of fport could not perfuade him patience, or con- 
taine his furie in any degrees of ieaft, but needs 
he muft wreake himfelfe vpon him: neyther 
would a comon reuenge fuffife him, his difpleafure 
was fo infinite, (and it may be, common reuenges 
he tooke before, as far as the whipcord would 
ftretch, vpon like prouokements) wherefore he 
caufed his men to take him, and bricke him vp 
in a narrowe chimney, that was neque major neque 
minor corpore locato : where he fed him for fifteene 
daies with bread and water through a hole, letting 
him fleepe ftanding if he would, for lye or fit he 
could not, and then he let him out to fee if he 
could learne to rule his tongue any better. 

It is a difparagement to thofe that haue any true 
fpark of Gentilitie, to be noted of the whole world 
fo to delight in detrading, that they fhould keepe 
a venemous toothde Curre, and feede him with the 
crums that fall from his table, to do nothing but 
bite euery one by the fiiins that pafle by. If they 
will needs be merrie, let them haue a foole, and 
not a knaue, to difport them, and feeke fome 
other to befl:ow their almes on, than fuch an 
impudent begger. 

As there be thofe that rayle at all meir, fo there 
be them that rayle at all Arts, as Cornelius Agriţţa^ 
De vanitate Jcientiarum^ and a Treatife that I haue 
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feene in difpraife of leaming, where hee faith, it is 
the corrupter of the fimple, the fchoolemafter of 
fin, the ftorehoufe of trecherie, the reuiuer of 
vices, and mother of cowardize: alledging many 
examples, how there was neuer man egregioufly 
euill but hee was a SchoUer: that when the vfe 
of letters was firft inuented, the Golden World 
ceafed, Facinufque inuajit mortalesi how ftudie 
doth effeminate a man, dimme his fight, weaken 
his braine, and ingender a thoufand difeafes. 
Small leaming would ferue to confute fb manifeft 
a fcandale, and I imagine all men, like my felfe, fo 
vnmoueablie / refolued of the excellencie thereof, 
that I will not, by the vnderpropping of confuta- 
tion, feeme to giue the idie-witted aduerfary fo 
much encouragement, as he fhould furmize his 
fuperficiall arguments had fhaken the foundation 
of it: againft which he could neuer haue lifted 
his pen if her felfe had not helpt him to hurt 
herfelfe. 

With the enemies of Poetry, I care not if I haue 
a bout, and thofe are they that tearme ^n inuectiue 
our beft Writers but babling Ballat- S« of 
makers, holding them fantaftical fooles p^^"®- 
that haue wit, but cannot teii how to vfe it. I 
my felfe, haue beene fo cenfured among fome 
dul-headed diuines : * who deeme it no ♦ Ai»it arro- 

.>• gantia, that 

more cunnmg to wnte an exqumte this speech 
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*^mtX Poem, than to preach pure Calui% or 

slîâTu'ncS dîftill the iuice of a Commentary in a 

iS^n of fheir ^^^^cr Seniion. Prooue it when you 

^2^'^y'will, you flowe fpirited Satumifts, that 

p^î!J°ih^ haue nothing but the pilfries of your 

ibd^AucS- P^'^'^^ to pollifli an exhortation withall : 

tory. no eloquence but Tautologies, to tie the 

eares of your Auditory vnto you : no inuention 

but heere is to be noted, I ftole this note out of 

•suchser- ^^^^ ^r Morlovat \ no wit to moue, no 

'"i'^our'^''paffion to vrge, but onely an ordinary 

^^^P^;^** forme of preaching, blowen vp by vfe 

cSSuemkTes. ^^ ^ftcn hcaring and fpeaking ; and you 

i^^from ^^^ finde there goes more exquifite 

ltou^t?the? paînes and puritie of wit, to the writing 

puipits. Qf Qjjg {•^^}^ j.^,^ Poem as Rofammdy than 

to a hundred of your dunfticall Sermons.* 

Should we (as you) borrow all out of others, 
and gather nothing of our felues, our names would 
be baiFiild on euerie Booke-fellers ftall, and not a 
Chandlers Muftard-pot but would wipe his mouth 
with our waft paper. Newe Herrings, new, we 
muft cry, euery time we make our felues publique, 
or elfe we (hali be chriftend with a hundred new 
titles of Idiotifme. Nor is Poetry an Art whereof 
there is no vfe in a mans whole life, but to defcribe 
difcontented thoughts and youthfuU defires: for 
there is no ftudy, but it dooth illuftrate & beau- 
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tifie. How admirably fliine thofe Diuines aboue 
the common mediocritie, that haue tafted the fweet 
fprings of Pernajfus ? 

Siluer-tongu'd Stnithj whofe well tun*d ftile hath 
made thy/death the generali teares of xhevseof 
the Mufes, queintlie couldft thou deuife ^*^*^' 
heauenly Ditties to Apolloes Lute, & teach ftately 
verfe to trip it as fmoothly as \î Ouid & thou 
had but one foule. Hence along did it Encomium 
proceede, that thou wert fuch a plaufible "• ^^'^'^' 
pulpit man : before thou entredft into the wonder- 
fiill waies of Theologie, thou refinedft, preparedft, 
and purifideft thy wings with fweete Poetrie. If a 
fimple mans cenfure may be admitted to fpeake in 
fuch an open Theater of Opinions, I neuer faw 
aboundant reading better mixt with delight, or 
fentences which no man can challenge of prophane 
aAeâation, fbunding more melodious to the eare, 
or piercing more deepe to the heart, 

To them that demaund, what fruites the Poets 
of our time bring forth, or wherein they Thefruitsof 
are able to proue themfelues neceflarie ^^^* 
to the ftate ? Thus I anfwere. Firft and formoft, 
they haue cleanfed our language from barbarifme, 
and made the vxdgar fort, here in Londofiy (which 
is the fountaine whofe riuers flowe round about 
England) to afpire to a richer puritie of fpeach, 
than is communicated with the Comminalty of any ^ 
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Nation vnder heauen. The vertuous by theîr 
praifes they encourage to be more vertuous, to 
vicious men they are as infernali hags, to haunt 
their ghofts with etemall infamie after death. The 
Souldier, in hope to haue his high deedes celebrated 
by their pens, defpifeth a whole Armie of perills, 
and afteth wonders exceeding all humane coniec- 
ture. Thofe that care neither for God nor the 
diuell, by their quills are kept in awe. 

Plin. lib. 3. *" , 

Mulţi famamy (faith one) pauci con- 
Jcimtiam verentur. 

Let God fee what he will, they would be loath 
to haue the fhame of the world. What age wi] 
not prayfe immortal Sir Phillip Sidney^ whome 
noble Saluftius (that thrice finguler french Poet) 
hath famoufed : together with Sir Nicholas Bacon^ 
lord keeper, & merry Sir Tfumas Moore^ for the 
chiefe piUers of our englifti fpeech. Not fo much 
but Chaucers hoft, Baly in Southwarke, and his 
wife of Bath, he keeps fuch a ftirre with, in his 
Canterbury tales, (halbe talkt of whilft the Bath 
is vfed, or there be euer a bad houfe in South- 
warke. 

Gen / tles, it is not your lay Chronigraphers that 

write of nothing but of Mayors and 
ofiaiechroni-Sheriefs, and the deare yeere, and the 

great Froft, that can endowe your names 
with neuer dated glory : for they want the wings 
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of choife words to fly to heauen, which we haue : 
they cannot fwecten a difcourfe, or wreft admira- 
tion from men reading, as we can : reporting the 
meaneft accident Poctiy is the hunny of all 
flowers, the quînteflence of all Sciences, the Mar- 
rowe of Witte, and the very Phrafe of Angels : 
how much better is it then to haue an eligant 
Lawier to plead ones caufe, than a ftutting Towns- 
man, that lofeth hîmfelfe in his tale, and dooth 
nothing but make legs : fo much is it better for a 
Nobleman, or Gentleman, to haue his honours 
ftory related, and his deedes emblazond, by a Poet 
than a Citizen. 

Alas poor latinlefle Authors, they arc fo fimple, 
they knowe not what they doe ; they no fboner 
fpy a new Ballad, and his name to it that com- 
pilde it: but they put him in for one of the 
leamed men of our time. I maruell how the 
Mafterlefle men, that fet vp their bills in Paules 
for feruices, and fuch as pafte vp their papers on 
euery poft, for Arithmetique and writing Schooles, 
fcape etemitie amongft them ; I beleeue both they 
and the Knight Marfhals men, that naile vp 
mandates at the court gat[e], for annoying the 
Pallace with filth or makmg water, if they fet 
their names to the writing, will fhortly make vp 
the number of the learned men of our time, and 
be as famous as the reft. For my part, I do 
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challenge no praife of leaming to my felfe, yet 
haue I wome a gowne in the Vniuerfitie, and fo 
hath caret tempus non habet moribusi but this I 
dare prefume, that, if any Mec^enas binde mce 
to him by his bounty, or extend fbme round 
liberalitie to mee worth the fpeaking oî^ I will 
doe him as much honour as any Poet of my 
beardlefle yeeres fhall in England. Not that I 
am fo confident what I can doe, but that I 
attribute fo much to my thankfuU mind aboue 
others, which I am perfwaded would enable me 
to worke myracles. 

On the contrary fide, if I bee euill intreated, 
or fent away / with a Flea in mine eare, let 
him looke that I will rayle on him foundly: 
not for an houre or a day, whiles the iniury 
is frefli in my memory: but in fome elaborate, 
pollifhed Poem, which I will leaue to the world 
when I am dead, to be a liuing Image to all 
ages, of his beggerly parfîmony and ignoble illi- 
beralitie: and let him not (what foeuer he be) 
meafure the weight of my words by this booke, 
where I write Qjuicquid in buccam venerity as 
faft as my hand can trot: but I haue tearmes 
(if I be vext) laid in fteepe in Aqua fortis^ and 
Gunpowder, that fhall rattle through the Skyes, 
and make an Earthquake in a pefants eares. Put 
cafe (fînce I am not yet out of the Theame of 
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Wrath) that fome tired Jade belonging i wouid teu 
to the Prefle, whome I neuer wronged ^ie ît '^] 
in my life ; hath named me expreflely in ^^^aT 
prinţ (as I will not do him), and accufed ws^book^ seu 
me of want of leaming, vpbraiding me J^^'.'whic'h 
for reuiuing, in an epiftle of mine, the ,l^?d^^d,tnd 
reuerend memory of Sir Thomas MoorCy ^s^ \^^ 
Sir John Cheeke, Dodor fVatfon, Doftor ^"'^• 
Haddofiy Dodor Carre^ Maifter AJcham^ as if they 
were no meate but for his Mafterihips mouth, or 
none but fome fuch, as the fonne of a ropemaker, 
were worthy to mention them. To fhewe how I 
can rayle, thus would I begin to rayle on him. 
Thou that hadft thy hood tumd ouer thy eares, 
when thou wert a Batchelor, for abufing o{ Ariftotle^ 
and fetting him vp on the Schoole gates, painted 
with Afles eares on his head: is it any difcredit 
for me, thou great baboune^ thou Pigmie Braggart^ 
thou Pampheter of nothing but peansy to 
bee cenfured by thee, that haft fcorned chandiers 
the Prince of Philofbphers ; thou, that the Fi^ues 
m thy Dialogues loldit Hunny for a seenotow 

, 1 . 11 « n TTT • norSope 

halpenie, and the choyceft Wnters ex- wraptvpin 

r T /• 1 >n the title page 

[tjant for cues a peece, that camft to ofsucha 
the Logicke Schooles when thou wertinceniautho- 
a Frefh-man, and writft phrafes; ofF 
with thy gowne and vntrufle, for I meane to lafh 
thee mightily. Thou haft a Brother, haft thou 
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not, ftudent in Almanackes ? Go to, Ile ftand to 
it, he fatherd one of thy baftards, (a booke I 



runne himfelfe through with his lacoFs StafFe, & 
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caft himfelfe headlong from the top of a Globe, 
(as a mountaine) and breake his necke. The 
whole Vniuerfitie hyft at him, *Tarlton at the 
Theator made iefts of him, and Elderton con- 
fumed his ale-crammed nofe to nothing, in bear- 
bayting him with whole bundels of ballets. Would 
you, in likely reafbn, gefle it were poflible for anie 
fhame-fwolne toad to haue the fpet-proofe face to 
out liue this difgrace ? It is, deare brethren, Vivity 
imo vivit ; and which is more, he is a Vicar. 

Poor Slaue, I pitie thee that thou hadft no more 
grace but to come in my way. Why, could not 
you haue fate quyet at home, and writ Catechifines, 
but you muft be comparing me to Martin} and 
exclayme againft me for reckoning vp the high 
Schollers of worthie memorie? lupUer ingeniis 
frabet Jua nutnina vatum^ faith Ouid\ Seque cele- 
brări quolibet ore finit. Which, if it be fo, I hope 
I am AliquiSj & thofe men, quos honoris cauja 
nominaviy are not greater than Gods. Methinks, 
I fee thee ftand quiuering & quaking, and euen 
now lift vp thy hands to heauen, as thanking God 
my choler/is fomewhat aflwag'd: but thou art 
deceiued, for howeuer I let fall my ftile a little, 
to talk in reafon with thee that haft none, I do 
not meane to let thee fcape fo. 

Thou haft wronged one for my fake, (whome 
for the name I muft loue) T. N., the Maifter 
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Butler of Pembrooke Hali, a farre better Scholler 

than thy felfe, (in my iudgement) and one that 

fheweth more difcretion and gouemment in fetting 

vp a fife of Bread, than thou in all thy whole 

booke. Why man, thinke no fcorne of him, for 

he hath held thee vp a hundred times, whiles the 

Deane hath giuen thee correftion, and thou haft 

capd and kneed him (when thou wert hungry) 

for a chipping. But thats nothing, for hadft thou 

neuer beene beholding to him, nor holden vp by 

him, he hath a Beard that is a better Gentlema 

than all thy whole body, and a graue countenance, 

like Cato^ able to make thee run out of thy wits 

for feare, if he looke ftemly vpon thee. I hauc 

reade ouer thy Sheepilh difcourfe of the Lambe of 

God and his enemies, and entreated my patience 

to bee good to thee whilft I read it: but for al 

that I could doe with myfelfe, (as I am fure I may 

doe as much as an othcr man) I could not refraine, 

but bequeath it to the Priuie, leafe by leafe as I 

read it, it was fo vgly, dorbellicall, and lamilh. 

Monftrous, monftrous, and palpable, not to be 

fpoken of in a Chriftian G^ngregation : thou haft 

fkumd ouer the Schoole men, and of the froth of 

their foUy made a difti of diuinitie BrewefTe, which 

the dogges will not eate. If the Printer haue any 

great dealings with thee, he were beft get a priui- 

ledge betimes, Ad imprimendU folum^ forbidding all 
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other to fell wafte paper but himfelfe, or elfe he 
will be in a wofull taking. The Lambe ^is owne 
of God make thee a wifer Bell-weather ^^'^• 
then thou art, for elfe I doubt thou wilt be driuen 
to leaue all, and fal to thy fathers occupation, 
which is, to goe and make a rope to hang thy 
felfe. Neque mim Lex ^equior ulla eft^ quam necis 
artifices arte perire Jua: and fo I leaue thee til a 
better opportunity, to be tormented world without 
end, of our Poets and Writers about London, 
whome thou haft called piperly Make-plaies / and 
Make-bates : not doubting but he alfo whom thou 
tearmeft the vayn Pap-hatchetj wil haue a flurt at 
thee one day: all ioyntly driuing thee to this 
iiTue, that thou fhalt bee conftrained to goe to the 
chiefe Beame of thy Benefice, and there begînning 
a lametable fpeech with cur /cripjiy cur perii, end 
with pravum prava decent yjuvat inconcejfa voluptas, 
and with a trice truffe vp thy life in the ftring of 
thy Sancebell. So be it, pray Penn, Incke, and 
paper, on their knees, that they may not be 
troubled with thee any more. 

Redeoad vos, mei Auditores, haue I not a in- 
different pretty veine in fpurgalling an Afle? if 
you knew how extemporall it were at this inftant, 
and with what haft it is writ, you would fay fo. 
But I would not haue you thinke, that al this that 
is fet downe heere, is in good eameft, for then you 
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goe by S, Gyles^ thc wrong way to Weftminfter : 
but onely to (hew how for a neede I could rayle, 
\{ I were throughly fyred. So ho, Honiger 
Hamwon: where are you al thys while, I cannot 
be acquainted witb you ? Teii me, what doe you 
thinke of the cafe? am I fubieft to the finne of 
Wrath I write againft, or no, in whetting my 
penne on this block? I know you would faine 
haue it fo, but it fhal not choofe but be otherwife 
for this once. Come on : let vs turne ouer a new 
leafe, and heare what Gluttony can fay for her 
felfe, for Wrath hath fpet bis poyfon, and fdl 
platters doe well after extreame purging. 

The Romayne Emperours that fucceeded Âugus- 
tus were exceedingly giuen to this hor- 

piaint of rible vice, whereof fome of them would 

Gluttonie, /• , i • i i /• 

feede on nothmg but the tongues of 
Phefants and Nightingales : other, would fpend 
as much at one banquet, as a Kings reuenues 
came too in a yeare: whofe excefle I would 
decypher at large, but that a new Laureat hath 
fau'd me the labor: who, for a man that flands 
vpon paines & not wit, hath performd as much, as 
anie Storie drefler may doo, that fets a new Englifh 
nap on an olde Latine Apothegs. It is enough for 
me to licke diflies here at home, though I feede 
not mine eyes at anie of the Ro/mane feafts. 
Much good doo it you, Mafter Diues, here in 
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London : for you are he my pen meanes to dine 
withaU. Miferere meiy what a fat churle it is? 
Why, he hath a belly as big as the round Church 
in Cambridgey 3. face as huge as the whole bodie of 
a bafe viall, and legs that, if they were hollow, a 
man might keepe a mill in either of them. Experto 
crede RobertOy there is no maft like a Marchaunts 
table. Bona fide^ it is a great mifture, that we 
haue not men fwine as well as beafts, for then we 
ftiould haue porke that hath no more bones than a 
pudding, and a fide of bacon that you might lay 
vnder your head in ftead of a bolfter. 

It is not for nothing that other Countries, 
whome wee vpbraid wiih Drunkennefle, caii vs 
burften-bellied Gluttons : for we make our greedie 
paunches powdring tubs of beefe, and eate more 
meat at one meale, than the Spaniard or Italian in 
a month. Good thriftie men, they drawe out a 
dinner with fallets, like a Swart-rutters fute, and 
make Madona Nature their beft Caterer. We 
muft haue our Tables fumiiht like 

Nature in 

Poultrers ftalls, or as though we were Engiandis 

, , but plaine 

to viftuall Noahs Arke agame, (wherein Dame. but in 

1 1 /• r V • 1 Spa;y]neand 

there was al forts of liumg creatures that itaiy (because 
cuer were) or els the good-wife wil not more vse of 

' f' herthanwe) 

open her mouth to bid one welcome. she is dubbed 

A ftranger that fhould come to one of 

our Magnificoes houfes, when dinner were fet on 
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the boord, and he not yet fet, would think thc 
goodman of the houfe were a Haberdafher of 
Wilde-fowle, or a Merchant venturer of daintie 
meate, that fells commodities of good cheere by 
the great, and hath Faftors in Arabia^ Turkeyy 
Egipfy and Barbarie^ to prouide him of ftraunge 
Birdes, China muftard, and odde patems to make 
Cuftards by. 

Lord, what a coyle haue we, with this Courfe 
and that Courfe, remoouing this difh higher, fetting 
another lower, and taking away the third. A 
Generali might in lefle fpace remoue his Câmp, 
than they ftand difpofing of their Gluttonie. And 
whereto tends all this gurmandife, but to giue 
fleepe grofle humors to feede on, to corrupt thc 
braine, and make it vnapt and vnweldie for anie 
thing ? 

The / Romane Cenfors, if they lighted vppon a 
fat corpulent man, they ftraight tooke away his 
horfe, and conftrained him to goe a foote : pofi- 
tiuely concluding his carkafle was fo puft vp with 
gluttony or idlenefle. If wee had fuch horfe- 
takers amongft vs, and that furfit-fwolne Churles, 
who now ride on their foot-cloathes, might bee 
conftrained to carrie their flefh budgets from place 
to place on foote, the price of veluet and cloath 
would fall with their bellies, and the gentle craft 
{alias the red herrings kinfmen) get more, & 
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drinke lefle. Plenus venter nil agit libenter^ 6f 
plures gula occidit quam gladius. It is as defperate 
a peece of feruice to fleep vpon a full ftomacke, as 
it is to ferue in face of the bullet : a man is but 
his breath, and that may as wel be ftopt by putting 
too much in his mouth at once, as rtining on the 
mouth of the Cannon. That is verified of vs, 
which Horace writes of an outragious eater in his 
time, ^icquid quajierat ventri donahat avaro^ 
Whatfoeuer he could rap or rend, he confifcated 
to his couetous gut. Nay, we are fuch flefh- 
eating Saracens, that chaft fifh may not content 
vs, but we delight in the murder of innocent 
mutton, in the vnpluming of pullerie, and quar- 
tering of calues and oxen. It is horrible and 
deteftable, no godly Filhmonger that can digeft it. 
Report (which our modemers clepe flun- 

, . ^ V . - Aiarewittie 

dnne: Fame) puts mee m memorye of a iest of Doctor 

7i . /i T 1 ti /-T^ r. Watsons. 

notable left I heard long agoe of Do<5tor 

Watfofiy verie conducible to the reproofe of thefe 

flefhly-minded Belials. He being at 

fupper, on a fafting or fifh night at bcUy-aiis, be- 

. , ^ . ? . cause all thcir 

leaft, with a great number of his freinds minde is on 

j • t. 1. j 1. theirbelly. 

and acquaintance, there chaunced to be 
in the company an outlandifh dodor, who, when 
all other fell to fuch viAuals (agreeing to the time) 
as were before them, he ouerflipt them ; and there 
being one ioynt of flefh on the table for fuch as 

N. II. IO 
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had meate ftomackes, fell freflily to it. After that 
hunger (halfe conquered) had reftored him to the 
vfe of his fpeach, for his excufe he faid to his friend 
that brought him thether, ProfeSli^ Domine, egojum 
maliffimus pif câtor, meaning by ţijcator, a Fifhman : 
(which is a libertie, as alfo maliffimus, that out- 
landifh men in their familiar talke doo challenge, 
at leaft vfe, aboue / vs). At tu es boniffimus carnifex, 
quoth DoAor Watjon, retorting very merrily his 
owne licentious figures vpon him. So of vs it 
may be faid, we are Maliffimi pifcatores, but 
boniffimi carnifices. I would Englifh the ieft, for 
the edification of the temporaltie, but that it is not 
fo good in Englifh as in Latine: and though it 
were as good, it would not conuert clubs and 
clowted fhoone from the flefh-pots of Egipt, to 
the Prouant of the Lowe countreyes: they had 
rather (with the Seruing-man) put vp a fupplica- 
tion to the Parliament houfe, that they might haue 
a yard of pudding for a penie, than defire (with 
the Baker) there might bee three ounces of bread 
ibld for a halfe penie. 

Alphonjus, King Philips Confefibr, that came 

ouer with h'mi to England, was fuch a 

tionof Frycr moderatc man in his dyet, that he would 

Alphonso, ^ - , - , , 

King Phuiips feede but once a day, and at that tyme 

Confessor. ii/-,/-/iii ir -i 

hee would feed Io flenderly and Ipanngly, 
as fcarfe ferued to keep life and foule together. 
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One nîght, împortunately inuited to a folemnne 
banquet, for fafhion fake he fate downe among 
the reft, but by no entreatie could bc drawen to 
eat any thing: at length, frute bcing fet on the 
boord, he reacht an apple out of the difh, and put 
it in his pocket, which one marking, that fate right 
ouer againft him, afkt him. Domine^ cur es Jolicitus 
in craftinum ? Sir, why are you carefull for the 
tnorrow ? Whereto he anfwered moft foberly, Imo 
hoc facioy mi amice, ut ne fim Jolicitus in craftinum. 
No, I doo it, my frindy that I may not be carefull for 
the morrow: as though his appetite were a whole 
day contented with fo little as an apple, and that 
it were enough to pay the morrowes tribute to 
Nature. 

Rare, and worthie to be regiftred to all pofteri- 
ties, is the G)untie Molines (ibmetime 
the Prince of Parmaes companion) altred aiteration of 

/,-,./. 11- 1 the Countie 

courle of hre, who bemg a man that Moiines, the 

.... 1 1 !• • Prince of 

hued m as great pompe and dehcacie Pamas com 
as was poffible for a man to doo, and ^^^^^^ 
one that wanted nothing but a kingdome that his 
heart could defirc. Vpon a day entering into a 
deepe melancholy by h'mifelfe, hee fell into a dis- 
courfiue confideration what this world was, how 
vaine and tranfitorie the pleafures / thereof, and 
how many times he had ofFended God by fur- 
fetting, gluttony, drunkennes, pride, whoredome. 
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& fuch like, and how hard it was for him, that 
liu'd in that profpcritie that he did, not to bee 
cntangled wîth thofe pleafures: whereupon he 
prefently refolu'd, twixt God and his owne con- 
fcience, to forfake it and al his allurements, and 
betake him to his feuereft forme of life vfed in 
their ftate. And with that cald all his Souldiers 
and acquaintance together, and, making knowen 
his intent vnto them, he diftributed his liuing and 
pofleflions (which were infinite) amongft the pooreft 
of them : and hauing not left himfelfe the worth 
of one farthing vnder heauen, betooke him to the 
moft beggerlie new ereAed Order of the Fryer 
Capuchines. Their Inftitution is, that they ftiall 
poflefle nothing whatfoeuer of their owne, more 
than the cloathes on their backes, continually to 
go bare foote, weare haire fhirts, and lie vpon the 
hard bords, winter & fummer time: they muft 
haue no meat, nor a(ke any but what is giuen the 
voluntarily, nor muft they lay vp from any meale 
to meale, but giue it to ^ poore, or els it is a great 
penaltie. In this feuere humilitie liues this deuout 
Countie, and hath done this foure yeare, fubmitting 
himfelfe to al the bafe drudgery of the houfe, as 
fetching water, making cleane the reft of their 
chambers, infomuch as he is the luniar of the 
Order. O what a notable rebuke were his 
honourable Lowlines to fucceeding pride, if this 
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proftratc fpirit of his wcrc not thc fcruaunt of 
Supcrftirion : or hcc miflpcnt not his good workes 
on a wrong Faith. 

Let but our Englifh beUy-gods punifti thcir 
purfic bodies with this ftrîA penauncc, and pro- 
fcfle the Capuchintfme but onc month, and De be 
thcir pledge, they (hali not grow fo like dry-fats as 
they doo. O it will make them ioUy long-windcd, 
to trot vp and downc thc Dortcr ftaires, and thc 
watcr-tanlcard will kccpe vnder the infurreftion of 
thcir Aioulders, thc hairc ftiirt will chafe whordomc 
out of thcir boanes, and thc hard lodging on thc 
boards, takc thcir flc(h downc a button holc 
lower. 

But / if they might be induced to diftribute all 
thcir goods amongft thc poorc, it wcrc to bc hoped 
Saint Peter would let thcm dwcll in thc fuburbes 
of hcaucn, whcrcas, othcrwife, they muft keepc 
aloofc at Pancredge^ and not come necrc thc 
liberties by fiuc Icagues and aboue. It is your 
dooing {Diotrephts Diuell) that thefe ftal-fed cor- 
morants to damnation, muft bung vp all the welth 
of the Land in their fnap-haunce bags, and poore 
Schollers and Souldiers wandcr in backe lancs, and 
the out-(hiftes of thc Citie, with neucr a rag to 
thcir backes : but our truft is, that by fome intem- 
pcrance or othcr, you will toume vp their heeles 
onc of thefe ycarcs together, and prouide them of 
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fuch vnthrifts to thcir hcires, as fhall fpend în onc 
weeke amongft good fellowcs what they got by 
extortion and opreffion from Gendemen all their 
life-time. 

From Gluttonie in meates, let me difcend to 
The copiaint fuperfluîtîe in drink : a finne, that euer 

ofdrunkennes.f^jj^.g WC haUC Hlixt OUr fcluCS with thc 

Low-countries, is counted honourable : but before 
we knew their lingring warres, was held in ^ 
higheft degree of hatred that might be. Thcn, 
\î wee had feene a man goe wallowing in the 

Drinking ftrcetes, or line flceping vnder the boord, 
i^'TldSSSe^^ would haue fpet at him as a toade, 
n^'Smi'îfutand cald him foulc drunken fwinc, and 
Jhi^^^^jir wamd all our friends out of his company : 
t^d"v^Thl ^ow, he is no body that cannot drinke 
^^T^^t^J^f^ nagulum,czTon(t thc Hunters hoop, 
Zl'^^l quafFe vpfey freze crojfe, with leapes gloucs, 

tîS^ukf?; mumpes, fro[l]ickes, and a thoufand fuch 
siw'i^^^d he dominiering inuentions. He is reputed 
s^'^oiT^ a pefaunt and a boore that will not take 
t^mSch.Tehis licour profoundly. And you fhall 
o^l'îîîklcheare a Caualier of the firft feather, a 

againe for nis ' 

penance. princockes that was but a Page the other 
day in the Court, and now is all to be frenchified 
in his Souldiers fute, ftand vpon termes with God's 
wounds, you difhonour me fir, you do me the dis- 
grace if you do not pledge me as much as I drunke 
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to you : and, in thc midft of his cups, ftand vaunt- 
ing his manhood, beginning euery fentence, with 
when I firft bore Armes, when he ncuer bare any 
thing but his Lords rapier after him in his/life. 
If he haue beene ouer, and vifited a towne of 
Garrifon, as a trauailer or pafTenger, he hath as 
great experience as the greateft 0>mmander and 
chiefe Leader in England. A mightie deformer of 
mens manners and features, is this vnneceflary vice 
of all other. Let him bee indued with neuer fo 
many vertues, and haue as much goodly proportion 
and fauour, as nature can beftow vpon a man : yet 
if hee be thirftie after his owne deftruftion, and 
hath no ioy nor comfort, but when he is drowning 
his foule in a gallon pot, that one beaftly imper- 
feftion wil vtterly obfcure all that is commendable 
in him : and all his good qualities fînke like lead 
downe to the bottome of his carrowfing cups, 
where they will lie, like lees and dregges, dead 
and vnregarded of any man. 

Clim of the clough, thou that vfeft to drinke 
nothing but fcalding lead and fulpher in hell, thou 
art not fo greedie of thy night geare. O, but thou 
haft a foule Iwallow, if it come oncc to caroufing of 
humane bloud: but thats but feldome once in ieauen 
yeare, when theres a great execution, otherwife 
thou art tide at rack and manger, and drinkft 
nothing but the jfqua vita of vengeance all thy 
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life time. The Proucrbe giues it foorth, thou art 

a knaue, and therefore I haue more hopc thou art 

fbme manncr of a good fellowe : let mee intreate 

thee (fince thou haft other iniquiries inough to 

circumucnt vs withall) to wipe thîs finne out of 

the catologue of thy fubtiltie : helpe to blaft the 

Vines, that they may beare no more grapes, and 

fowre the wines in the cellars of Marchants ftorc- 

houfes, that our G)untreymen may not pifle out 

all their wit and thrift againft the walles. King 

King Edgars ^^S^^% becaufe his fubiefts ftiould not 

i^SlfsrjIi^-offend in fwUling, & bibbing, as they 

'"^' did, caufed certaine iron cups to be 

chained to euery fountaine and wells fide, and at 

euery Vintners doore, with iron pins in them, to 

ftint euery man how much he ftiould drinke : and 

he that went beyond one of thofe pins forfeited a 

penny for euery draught. And, if Stories were 

well fearcht, I belecue hoopes in quart pots were 

inuented to that ende, that euery man ftiould take 

his hoope, and no more. / I haue heard it iuftified 

for a trueth by great Perfonages, that the olde 

ThcWoncicr.Marquefle of Pi/ana (who yet liues) 

nCTcc^orthe drinkes not once in feauen yeare : and 

Pi^%e/ J ha^c read of one Jndron of jirgos, that 

liuing. ^^ ţ^ fildome thWlie, that he trauailed 

ouer the hot buming fands of LybiUy & neuer 

dranke. Then, why ftiould our colde Clime bring 
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foorth fuch fierie throates? Are we more thirftie 



Digitized by 



Google 



S2 PIERCE PENILESSE, 

about the houfe, calls his Hoftefle whore, breakes 
the glafle windowes with his dagger, and is apt to 
quarrcll with any man that ipeaks to him : the 
third is Swine drunke ; heauy, lumpifh, and fleepie, 
and cries for a little more drinke, and a fewe more 
cloathes : the fourth is Sheepe drunke, wife in his 
own coceipt, when he cannot bring foorth a right 
word : the fifth is Mawdlen drunke ; when a fellow 
wil weepe for kindnes in the / midft of his Ale, and 
kifle you, ikying, By God, Captaine, I loue thee : 
goe thy waies, thou doft not thinke fo often of me 
as I do of thee, I would (if it pleafed God) I could 
not loue thee fo well as I doo : and then he puts 
his finger in his eie, and cries : the fixt is Martin 
drunke, when a man is drunke, and drinkes him- 
felfe fober ere he ftirre: the feuenth is Goate 
drunke, when, in his drunkennes, he hath no 
minde but on Lecherie : the eighth is Fox drunke, 
when he is craftie drunke, as manie of the Dutch- 
men bee, [that] will neuer bargaine but when they 
are drunke. AII thefe fpecieSy and more, haue I 
feen praAifed in one Companie at one fitting, when 
I haue been permitted to remaine fober amongft 
them, onely to note their feuerall humors. Hee 
that plies any one of them harde, it will make him 
to write admirable verfcs, and to haue a deepe 
cafting heade, though hee were neuer fo very a 
Dunce before. 
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Gentlemen, all you that will not haue your 
braines twife fodden, or your flefh rotten 

, /• 1 1 Thediscom- 

with the Droplie, that loue not to goe moditiesof 

i« 1 1 1 e\ \ ' 1 dninkennes. 

in greafie dublets, ftockings out at the 
heeles, and weare ale-houfe daggers at your backes, 
forfweare this flauering brauery, that will make 
you haue ftinking breathes, and your bodies fmell 
like Brewers' aprons : rather keepe a fnufFe in the 
bottome of the glafle to light you to bed withall, 
than leaue neucr an eye in your head to lead you 
ouer the threftiold. It will bring you, in your olde 
age, to be companions with none but Porters and 
Car-men, to talke out of a Cage, rayling as dronken 
men are wont, a hundred boyes wondering about 
them ; and to dye ibdainly, as Fol Lmg^ the 
Fencer, did, drinking Aqua vita. From which 
(as all the reft) good Lord deliuer Pierce Peni- 
lejfe. 

The nurfe of this enormitie (as of all euills) is 
Idlenes, or floth, which, hauing no pain- Thecspiaint 
ful Proui[de]nce to fet him felfe a worke, °^^*°'*^- 
runnes headlong, with the raines in his own hand, 
into all lafciuioufiiefle and fenfualitie that may bee. 
Men,/when they are idle, and know not what to 
do, faith one, Let vs goe to the Stilliard, and drinke 
Rhenifh wine. Nay, if a man knew where a good 
whorhoufe wer, faith another, it were fomwhat like. 
Nay, faith the third, let vs go to a dicing houfe or 
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a bowling alley, and there we (hali haue fome fport 
for our money. To one of thefe three (at hand, 
quoth pick-purfe) your euil Angelfhip, maifter 
mani-headed beaft, condufts them, Vbi quid agitur 
— betwixt you and their (bules be it, for I am no 
Drawer, Box-keeper, or Pander, to bee priuie to 
their fports. If I were to paint Sloth, (as I am not 
fene in the fweetcnings) by Saint lohn the Euange- 
lift, I fweare I would draw it like a Stationer that I 
knowe, with his thumb vndcr his girdle, who if a 
man come to his ftall and a(ke him for a booke, 
neuer ftirs his head, or looks vpon him, but ftands 
ftone ftill, and fpeaks not a word : only with his 
little finger points backwards to his boy, who muft 
be his interpreter, and fo al the day, gaping like 
a dumbe image, he fîts without motion, except at 
fuch times as he goes to dinner or fupper : for then 
videiicet. be- h^ \s ^ quicke as other three, eating 
orof'hiriî^d,fixe times euery day. If I would raunge 
br'^f^rtheabroad, and looke in at (luggards key- 

afte"r^no^n^c^ holes, I ftiould finde a number lying a 
s^F^^^Ind^ b^d ^o faue charges of ordinaries, & in 

reresupper. ^j^ter, when they want firing, lofing 
halfe a weeks Commons together, to keepe them 
warme in the linnen. And hold you content, this 
Summer an vnder-meale of an afternoone long doth 
not amifle to exercife the eies withall. Fat men 
and Farmers fonnes, that fweate much with eating 
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harde cheefe, and dritiking olde wine, muft haue 
fome more eafe than yong boyes, that take their 
pleafure all day running yp and downe. 

Setting iefting afidc, I hold it a great difputable 
queftion, which is a more euil man, of ^ 

1^- i_ • -11 1 1. Which is 

him that is an idle glutton at nome, or a bettcrofthe 
retchlefle vnthrift abroad? The glotton orvagrant' 
at home doth nothtng but engender 
diieafes, pamper his flefh vnto luft, and is good for 
none but his owne gut : the vnthrift abroad exer- 
cifeth his bodie at dauncing fchoole, fence fchoole, 
tennis, and all fuch recreations : the vintners, the 
viAuallers, / the dicing-houfes, and who not, get 
by him. Suppofe he lofe a little now and then at 
play, it teacheth him wit : and how Aiould a man 
know to efchue vices, if his owne experience did 
not acquaint him with their inconueniences ? Omne 
ignotum pro magnifica eji: that villainie we haue 
made no aflayes in, we admyre. Befides, my 
vagrant Reueller haunts Playes, and fharpens his 
wits with frequenting the company of Poets: he 
emboldens his blufhing face by courting faire 
women on the ibdaine, and lookes into all Eftates 
by conuerfing with them in publike places. Nowe 
teii me whether of thefe two, the heauy headed 
gluttonous houfe doue, or this liuely, wanton, 
young Gallant, is like to prooue the wifer man, 
and better member in the Common wealth? If 
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my youth might not be thought parţiali, the fine 
qualified Gentleman, although vnftaid, fhould carie 
it clean away from the lazie clownifh droane. 

Sloth in Nobilitie, Courtiers, SchoUers, or any 
Theeffects '"^^ ^^ ^^ chiefcft caufe that brings 

of sloth. x}^<tm in contempt. For, as induftrie 
and vnfatigable toyle raifeth nieane perfons from 
obfcure houfes to high thrones of authoritie : fo 
Sloath, and fluggifh fecurity, caufeth proud Lordes 
to tumble from the towers of their ftarry difcents, 
and bee trod vnder foote of euery inferior Befbnian. 
îs it the lofty treading of a Galliard, or fine grace 
in telling of a loue tale amongft Ladies, can make 
a man reuerenft of the multitude? no, they care 
not for the falfe gliftering of gay garments^ or 
infinuating curtefie of a carpet Peere; but they 
delight to fee him ftiine in Armour, and oppofe 
himfelfe to honourable daunger, to participate a 
voluntarie penie with his fouldiers, and relieue part 
of their wante out of his owne purfe. That is t^e 
courfe he that will be popular muft take, which, if 
he neglecfl, and fit dallying at home, nor will be 
awakte by any indignities out of his loue-dreame, 
but fufi^er euery vpftart groome to defie him, fet 
him at naught, and fhake him by the beard vn- 
reuengde, let him ftraight take orders, and bee a 
Church-man, and then his patience may paflTe for a 
vertue : but otherwife, to be fufpeded of cowardife, 
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and tiot car'd for of/ any. The onely enemie to 
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cannot exhale all thefe corrupt excrements, ît is 
very expedient they haue fome light toyes to bufie 
their heades withall, to caft before them as bones 



Digitized by 



Google 



PIERCE PENILESSE. 89 

aged Honours in open prefence : than which, 
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Nobilitie deceafed, nor what hopes of eternitie 
are to be propofed to aduentrous mindes, to 
encourage them forward, but onely their execrable 
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thc Citîe, and withdrawc Prentifes from their 
worke ; they heartely wifh they might be troubled 
with none of thcir youth nor their prentifes ; 
for fome of thcm (I meane the ruder handi- 
craftes feruaunts) neucr come abroad, but they 
are in danger of vndooing : and as for corrupting 
thcm whcn they come, thats falfe; for no Play 
they haue, encourageth any man to tumults or 
rebellion, but layes before fuch the halter and the 
gallowes; or prayfeth or approoueth pride, luft, 
whoredome, prodigalitie, or drunkennes, but beates 
them downe vttcrly. As for the hindrance of 
Trades and Traders of the Citie by them, that is 
an Article foyftcd in by the vintners, ale-wiues, 
and viduallers, who furmife, if there were no 
Playes, they (hould haue all the companie that 
rcfort to them, lye bowzing and beere-bathing in 
their houfes euery after-noone. Nor fo, nor fo, 
good brother bottle-ale, for there are other places 
befide where money can beftow it felfe : the figne 
of the fmocke will wype your mouth clean : and 
yet I haue heard ye haue made/her a tenant to 
your tap-houfes. But what fhall he doo that hath 
fpent himfelfe? where fhall he haunt? Faith, 
when dice, luft, and drunkennes, and all haue 
dcalt vpon him, if there bee neuer a Play for 
him to goe to for his penie, he fits melancholie 
in his chamber, deuifing vpon felonie or treafon. 
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and howe hee may beft exalt himfelfe by mis- 
chiefe. 

In Auguftus time (who was the Patron of all 
witty fports) there happened a great Fray in Rome 
about a Plaier, infomuch as all the Citie was in an 
vprore : whereupon the Emperour (after the broyle 
was fomewhat ouer-blown) cald the Player before 
him, and afkt what was the reafon that a man of 
his qualitie durft prefume to make fuch a brawle 
about nothing. He fmilingly replyde, // is good 
for thee O Cajar^ that the peoples heades 
witueanswere^r^ troubled wtth brawUs and quarrels 

toAugUStUS. , f 7. f y > 

about vs and our Itght matters : for other^ 
wi/e they would looke into thee and thy matters. 
Read Lipjius or any prophane or Chriftian Poli- 
tician, and you fhal finde him of this opinion. 
AcomparisonOur Players are not as the players 
pl^ye^'^a'î^d beyond fea, a fort of fquirting baudie 
b^ţo^d^hl Comedians, that haue whores and com- 
^^ mon Curtizans to play womens parts, 
and forbeare no immodeft fpeech or vnchaft adion 
that may procure laughter ; but our Sceane is more 
ftately fumifht than euer it was in the time of 
Rojcius^ our reprefentations honorable, and full of 
gallant refolution, not confifting, like theirs, of a 
Pantaloun, a Whore, and a Zanie, but of Em- 
perours, Kings, and Princes : whofe true Tragedies 
{Sophocleo cothurno) they doo vaunt. 
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Not Rqfcius nor jE^ope^ thofe Tragedians ad- 
myred before Chrift was borne, could 

- . o. i_ The duc 

euer performe morc in action than comendation 
famous Ned Allen. I muft accufe our 
Poets of floth and partialitie, that they will not 
boaft in large impreffions what worthy men (abouc 
all Nations) England afFoords. Other Countries 
cannot haue a Fidler breake a ftring but they 
will put it in prinţ, and the olde Romanes in the 
writings they publifhed, thought fcorne to vfe any 
but domeftical examples of their owne home-bred 
Aftors, SchoUers, / and Champions, and them they 
would extoll to the third and fourth Generation : 
Coblers, Tinkers, Fencers, none efcapt them, but 
they mingled them all on one Gallimafrey of 
glory. 

Heere I haue vfed a like Methode, not of tying 
my felfe to mine owne G>untrey, but by infifting 
in the experience of our time : and, if I euer write 
any thing in Latine, (as I hope one day I fhall) not 
a man of any defert here amongft vs, but I will 
haue vp. "Tarltorij Ned Allen^ Knell, Bentiţe^ fhall 
be made knowen to France, Spaine, and Italie : and 
not a part that they furmounted in, more than 
other, but I will there note and fet downe, with 
the manner of their habites and attyre. 

The child of Sloth is Lecherie, whîch I haue 
plac't laft in my order of handling : a finne that 
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is able to make a man wicked that fhould defcribe 

The seufinth ^^ î ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ more ftaiting-holcs than a 

compk^t!of fiue hath holes, more Clyents than Weft- 

uchery. fninfter-hally more difeafes than Newga$e. 

Caii a Lecte at By/hopfgate^ & examine how cuery 

fecond houfe in Slfîlorditch is mayntayned : make 

a priuie fcarch in Southwarke^ and teii mec how 

many Shee-Inmates you findc: nay, goe where 

you will in the Subiirbe% and bring me two 

Virgins that hauc vowd Chaftity, and Ile builde 

a Nunnery. 

Weftminjier^ Weftminftery much maydcnhead haft 
thou to anfwcre for at the day of Judgement. 
Thou hadft a Sanftuary in thee once, but haft 
few Saints left in thee now. Surgeons and Ap- 
pothecaries, you know what I fpeake is true ; for 
you liue (like Sumners) vpon the finnes of the 
people ; teii me is there any place fo lewde as this 
Ladie London ? Not a Wench fooner creepes out 
of the fhell, but fhe is of the Religion. Some 
wiues will fowe Mandrake in their gardens, and 
crofle-neighbourhoode with them is counted good- 
fellowfhip. 

The Court I dare not touch, but furely there (as 
in the Heauens) bee many fsdling ftarres, and but 
one true Diana. Conjuetudo peccandi tollit Jenjum 
ţeccati. Cuftome is a Lawe, and / Luft holdes it 
for a Lawe, to liue without Lawe. Lais^ that had 
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A / Supplication calft thou this? (quoth the 
Knight of the poft) ît is the maddeft Supplica- 
tion that euer I fawe ; mc thinkcs thou haft 
handled all the feauen deadly fînnes in it, and 
fpared none that exceedes his limites in any of 
them. It is wel done to praftife thy witte, but 
(I beleeue) our Lord will cun thee little thanke 
for it. 

The worfe for me (quoth I), if my deftinie be 
fuch, to lofe my labour euery where, but I meane 
to take my chance, be it good or bad. Wel, haft 
thou any more that thou wouldeft haue mc to doo? 
(quoth hee) Onely one fute, (quoth I) which is 
this, that fith opportunitie fo conueniently ferues, 
you would acquaint me with the ftate of your 
infernal regiment: and whât that hei is, where 
your Lord holdes his throne; whcther a world 
like this, which fpirites like outlawes doo inhabit, 
who, being banifht from heauen, as they are from 
their Countrie, enuie that any fhall bee more happy 
than they : and therefore feeke all meanes poffible, 
that Wit or Arte may inuent, to make other men 
as wretched as themfelues: or, whether it be a 
place of horror, ftench, and darkneflc, where men 
fee meat, but can get none, or are euer thirftie, and 
ready to fwelt for drinke, yet haue not the power 
to taft the coole ftreames that runne hard at their 
feete: where {permutata viciffitudine) one Ghoft 
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torments an other by tumes, and hee that al his 
life rime was a great fomicator, hath aii the difeafcs 
of luft continually hanging vpon him^ and is con- 
ftrayncd (the more to augment his mifery) to haue 
congrefle euery howre with haggcs and olde witches: 
and he that was a great drunkard hecre on earth, 
hath his penance aflignde him, to caroufe himfelfe 
drunke with difhwafh and Vineger, and furfet 
foure times a day with fowcr Ale and finali Beere : 
as fb of the reft, as the vfurer to fwallow moulten 
golde, the glutton to eate nothing but toades, and 
the Murtherer too be ftil ftabd with daggers, but 
neucr die : or whether (as fome phantaftical rcfyners 
of philofophie will needes perfwade vs) hell is no- 
thing but error, and that none but fooles and 
Idiotes and Mechani / caii men, that haue no leam- 
ing, fhall be damnd : of thefe doubts if you will 
refolue me, I fhall thinke my felf to haue profited 
grcatly by your companie. 

He hearing me fb inquifîtiue in matters aboue 
humane capacitie, entertained my greedie humor 
with this anfwere. Poets and Philofophers, that 
take a pride in inuenting new opinions, haue 
fought to renoume their wits by hunting after 
ftrange conceits of heauen and hell ; all generally 
agreeing, that fuch places there are, but how in- 
habited, by whom gouemed, or what betides them 
that are tranfported to the one or other, not two of 
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them iumpe in one tale. We, that to our terror 
and griefe doe knowe their dotage by our fufFer- 
ings, reioyce to thinke how thefe fillie flyes play 
with the fire that muft burne them. 

But leauing them to the Laborynth of their fond 
curiofitie, fhall I teii thee in a word what Hell is? 
It is a place where ^ foules of vntemperate men, & 
ill liuers of al forts, are detayned and imprifoned 
till the generali Refurredion, kept and poflefled 
chiefly by fpirites, who lye like Souldiours in 
Garrifon, readie to be fent about any feruice into 
the world, whenfoeuer Lucifer^ their Lieftenaunt 
Generali, pleafeth. For the fcituation of it, in 
refped of heauen, I can no better compare it than 
to Callis and Douer : for, as a man ftanding vpon 
Callis Sands may fee men walking on Douer 
ClyfFes, fo eafily may you difcerne Heauen from 
the fartheft part of hell, and behold the melodie 
and motions of the Angels and Spirits there refi- 
dent, in fuch perfed manner, as if you were 
amongft them; which, how it worketh in the 
mindes and foules of them that haue no power 
to apprehend fuch felicitie, it is not for me to 
intimate, becaufe it is preiudiciall to our Mon- 
archie. 

I would bee forrie (quoth I) to importune you 
in any matter of fecrecie: yet this I defire, if it 
might bee done without ofFence, that you would 
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fatîsfie me in full fort, and according to truth, 
what the Diuell is whom you ferue ? as alfo how 
he began, and how farre his power and authoritie 
cxtends ? 

Perfie^ / beleeue me, thou fhriveft me very neere 
in this latter demaund, which concemeth vs more 
deeply than the former, and may worke vs more 
damage than thou art aware of: yet in hope thou 
wilt conceale what I teii thee, I wil lay open our 
whole eftate plainly and fimply vnto thee as it is : 
but firft I will begin with the opinions of former 
times, & fo haften forward to that manifefte verum 
that thou feekeft, Some men there be that, building 
too much vpon reafon, perfwade themfelues that 
there are no Diuells at all, but that this word 
Difmon is fuch another morali of mifchiefe, as 
the Poets Dame Fortune is of mifhap : for as vnder 
the fidion of this blinde GoddefTe we ayme at the 
folly of Princes and grcat men in difpofing of 
honors, that oftentimes preferre fooles and difgrace 
wife men, and alter their fauours in tuming of an 
eye, as Fortune tums her wheele: fo vnder the 
perfon of this olde Gnathonicall companion, called 
the Diuell, we fhrowd all fubtiltie, maflcing vnder 
the name of (împlicitie, all painted holines devour- 
ing widowes houfes, all gray-headed Foxes ciad in 
fheepes garments; fb that the Diuell (as they 
make it) is onely a peftilent humour in a man. 
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of pleafurc, profit, or policie, that violcntly carries 
him away to vanitie, villanie, or monftrous hypo- 
crifie: vnder vanitie I comprehend not onely all 
vaine Arts and ftudics whatfoeucr, but alfo dis- 
honorable prodigality, vntemperate veneric, and 
that hatefull finne of felfe-loue, which is fo common 
among vs: vnder villany I comprehend murder, 
treafon, theft, coufnage, cut-throat couetife, and fuch 
like: laftly, vnder hypocrifie, al Machiauilifme, 
puritanifme, & outward gloafing with a mans 
enemie, and protefting friendihip to hlm I hate, 
and meane to harme, all vnder-hand cloaking of 
bad adions with Common-wealth pretences : and, 
finally, all Italionate conueyances, as to kill a man, 
and then moume for him, quafi vero it was not by 
my confent, to be a flaue to him that hath iniur'd 
me, and kifle his f^t^ for opportunities of reuenge, 
to be feuere in puniftiing ofFenders, that none might 
haue the bencfite of fuch meanes but myfelfe, to 
vfe men for my purpofe & then caft them ofF, to 
feeke his / deftruftion that knowes my fecrets: and 
fuch as I haue imployed in any murther or ftrata- 
gem, to fet them priuilie together by the eares, to 
ftab each other mutually, for fear of bewraying 
me : or, if that faile, to hire them to humor one 
another in fuch courfes as may bring them both 
to the gallowes. Thefe, and a thoufand more fuch 
fleights, hath hypocrifie leamed by trauailing ftrange 
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G>untries. I will not fay fhe puts them in praâife 
here in Englandy although there be as many falfe 
brethren & craftie knaues here amongft vs as in 
any place : witnes the poore Miller of Cambridgây 
that, hauing no roome for his hen-loft but the 
Teftor of his bed, and it was not poffible for any 
hungrie Poultrers to come there, but they muft 
ftand vpon the one fîde of it, and fo not fteale them 
but with great hazard ; had in one night notwith- 
ftanding (when hee and his wife were a fnorting) 
all the whole progenie of thcir Pullerie taken 
away, and neither of them heard anie fturring : it 
is an odde tricke, but what of that, we muft not 
ftand vpon it, for wee haue grauer matters in 
hand than the ftealing of Hennes, Hypocrifie, I 
remember, was our Text, which was one of the 
chiefe morrall Diuels, our late DoAors affirme to 
bee moft bufte in thefe dayes : and bufie it is, in 
trueth, more than anye Bee that I knowe: now 
you talke of a Bee, Ile teii you a tale of a Battle- 
dore, ' 

The Beare on a time, beeing chiefe Burgomafter 
of all the Beafts vnder the Lyon, gan thinke with 
himfelfe how hee might furfet in pleafiu^, or beft 
huft>and his Authoritie to enlardge his delight and 
contentment With that hee beganne to prye and 
to fmell through euery corner of the Forreft for 
praye, to haue a thoufande imaginations with him> 
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felfe what daintie morfell he was mafter of, and yet 
had not tafted : whole Heards of fheepe had hec 
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him at his pleafure. No fboner was this perfwaded 
tha performcd : for enuie, that is neucr idle, could 
not fkcp in his wrath, or oucr-flip the leaft oppor- 
tunide, till he had fcene the confunon of his enemle. 
Alas, goodly Creature, that thou mighteft no longer 
liuc. What auaileth thy gcntlencs, thy prowefle, 
or the plentifull pafture wherein thou wert fed, 
fînce malice triumphs ouer al thou commandeft? 
Well may the Muie rife vp in armes, and the Affe 
bray at the Authors of thy death : yet fhall their 
furie be fatali to themfelues, before it take hold on 
thefe Traitours. What needeth more words? the 
deuourer feedes on his capdue, and is gorged with 
bloud. But as auarice and crueltie are euermore 
thirftie, fo far'd it with this hungrie Ufurper : for 
faauing flefht his ambition with this treacherous 
conqueft, he paft along through a groue, where a 
Heard of Deare were a ranging ; whom, when he 
had ftedfaftly furvcyed from the fatteft to the 
leaneft, hee (ingled out one of the faireft of the 
companie, with whom he meant to clofe up his 
ftomacke inâead of cheefe : but becaufe the Wood- 
men were euer ftirring thcreabout, and it was not 
poflible for one of his coate to commit fuch outrage 
vndefcried, and that, if/he were efpied, his life 
were in perill ; though not with the Lyon, whofe 
cyes he couldc blinde as he lift, yet with the lefler 
ibrt of the brutifli Comminaltie, whom no flattrie 
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might pacific. Therefore, he determined flylie and 
priuUie to poyfon thc ftreame whcre this iolly 
Forefter wonted to drink; & as hc determined, 
fo he did : whereby it fell out, that when the 



and the Crocodyle to coape with the Bafilifke, that 
when they had enterchaungcably weakned each 
other, hee might come and infult ouer them both 
as he lift. But thefe were leflcr matters, which 
daily vfe had wome out of mens mouthes, and 
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he himfelf had fo cuftomably praftifed, that often 
exerciie had quitc abrogated the opinion of finne, 
& impudencic throughly c5firmd an vndaunted 
defîance of vertue in his face. Yet new-fangled 
luft, that in time is wcarie of welfare, & will bee 
as {bone cloyed with too much eafe and delicacie, 
as Pouertie with labour and fcarcitie, at length 
brought him out of loue with this greedie, beftiall 
humour : and now hc afFeAed a milder varietie in 
his diet: he had bethought him what a pleafant 
thing it was to eate nothing but honie another 
while, and what great ftore of it there was in that 
Countrey. 

Now / did he caft in his head, that if hee might 
bring the hufbandmen of the foyle in opinion that 
they might buy honey cheaper than being at fuch 
charges in keeping of Bees, or that thofe bees 
which they kept were moft of the drones, & what 
fhould fuch idle drones doe with fuch ftately Hyues, 
or lye fucking at fuch precious Honnicombes ; that 
if they were tooke away from them, and diftributed 
equally abroad, they would releeue a great many of 
painfull labourers that had need of them, and would 
continually liue feruiceable at their commaund, if 
they might enioy fuch a benefite. Nay more, let 
them giue Wafpes but onely the wax, and difpofe 
of the honnie as they thinke good, and they fhall 
humme and buzze a thoufand times lowder than 
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they, and haue thc hiuc fiiUer at the yecres end 
(with yong ones, I mcane) than thc Bees arc wont 
in ten yere. 

To broach this dcuicc, the Foxe was addrcft like 
a fhcpheards dogge, and promift to haue his Pattent 
feald, to bec the Kings Poulterer for euer, if hcc 
could bring it to paflc. Faith, quoth hc, and Ile 
put it in a ventcr, Ict it hap how it will. With 
that he grcw in Icaguc with an old Camelion, that 
could put on all fhapes, and imitate any colour, as 
occafion ferued, and him he addreft, fometime like 
an Ape to make (port, & then like a Crocodile to 
weepe, fometime like a Serpent to fting, and by 
and by like a Spaniei to fawne, that with thefe 
fundrie formes, (applyde to mens variable humors) 
he might perfwade thc world hc ment as he fpakc, 
and only intended their good, when hc thought 
nothing Icfle. In this difguife, thefe two deceiuers 
went vp & downe, and did much harme vnder the 
habite of Simplicitie, making thc poore fiUy Swaines 
beleeue they were cunning Phifitions, and well 
feene in all Cures, that they could heale any 
maladie, though ncuer fo daungerous, & reftore a 
man to life that had becn dcad two dayes, onely 
by breathing vpon him: aboue all things they 
perfwaded them, that the honny that their Bees 
brought forth, was poyfonous and corrupt, by 
reafon that thofe floures and hearbs, out of which 
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it was gathered and exhaled, wcre fubieft to the 
infedtion of cuery Spi/der and venimous Canker, 
and not a loathfome Toade (how deteftable foeuer) 
but repofde himfelfe vnder thcyr (hadow, and lay 
fucking at thcir rootes continually : wheras in other 
G>untries, no noifomc or poîfnous crcature might 
liuc, by rcafon of the imputed goodnes of the Soyle, 
or carefull diligence of the Gardners aboue ours, as 
for example, Scotlandy Denmarkcy & fome more pure 
parts of the 17 Prouinces. Thefe perfwafions made 
the good honeft Hufbandmen to paufe, and miftruft 
their owne wits very much, in nouriftiing fuch 
dangerous Animals, but* yet, I know not how 
antiquitie and cuftome fo ouer-rulde ♦interdum 
their feare, that none would refolue to^^^^ 
abandon them on the fodaine, til they p*^*^^ 
faw a further inconuenience : whercby my two 
cunning Philofophers were driuen to ftudie Galen 
anew, and feeke fplenatiue fimples, to purge their 
popular Patients of the opinion of their olde Tra- 
ditions and Cuftomes: which, how they wrought 
with the moft part that had leaft wit, it were a 
world to teii. For now nothing was Canonicall 
but what they fpake, no man would conuerfe with 
his wife but firft afkt their aduife, nor pare his 
nayles, nor cut his beard, without their prefcrip- 
tion : fo fenceles, fo wauering is the light vncon- 
ftaunt Multitude, that will daunce after euerie 
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mans pype ; and (boner prefer a blinde harper that 
can fqueake out a new home-pipe, than Mcinous 
or Jppolloes varietie, that imitates the eight ftraines 
of the Doryan melodie. I fpeak this to amplific 
f nouell foUy of the hcadlong vulgar, that making 
their eyes and eares vaflailes to the legerdemaine 
of thefe iugling Mountebanks, are prefently drawne 
to contemne Art and experience, in comparifon 
of the ignorance of a number of audacious ideots, 
The Fox can teii a faire tale, and couers all his 
knauerie vnder confcience, and the Camelion can 
addrefle himfelf like an Angell whenfoeuer he is 
difpofed to worke mifchief by myracles : but yet 
in the end, their fecret drifts are laide open, and 
Linceus eyes, that fee through ftone walles, haue 
made a paflage into the clofe couerture of their 
hypocrifie. 

For one dayc, as thefe two Deuifers were plotting 
by / themfelues how to driue all the Bees from their 
Honnycombes, by putting wormewood in their 
Hyues, and ftrewing Henbane and Rue in euery 
place where they refort : a Flye that paft by, and 
heard all their talke, ftomaking the Foxe of olde, 
for that he had murthred fo many of his kindred 
with his flayle-driuing taile, went prefently and 
buzd in Linceus eares, the whole purport of their 
malice: who awaking his hundred eyes at thefe 
vnexpefted tidings gan purfue them wherfoeuer 
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they wcnt, & trace their intcnts as they proceeded 
into aâion, fo that ere halfe their baytes were caft 
forth, they were apprehended and imprifoned, and 
all their whole counfaile detefted. But long ere 
this, the Beare, impatient of delayes, and confum'd 
with an inward griefe in himfelfe, that hee might 
not haue his will of a fat Hinde that out-ran him, 
he went into the woods all melancholie, and there 
dyed for pure anger: leauing the Foxe and the 
Camelion to the deftinie of their defert, and mercie 
of their Judges, How they fcapte I knowe not, 
but fome faye they were hangd, and fo weele leaue 
them. 

How lik'ft thou of my tale, friend Per/tei 
Haue I not defcribed a right earthly Diuell vnto 
thee, in the difcourfe of this bloodie minded 
Beare? or canft thou not attraift the true image 
of Hypocrifie, vnder the defcription of the Foxe 
and the Camelion? 

Yes, very well (quoth I) ; but I would gladly 
haue you retume to your firft fubieft, fince you 
haue mooued doubts in my minde, which you 
haue not yet difcuft. 

Of the fundrie opinions of the Diuell thou 
meaneft, and them that imagine him to haue no 
exiftence, of which fort are they that firft inuented 
the Prouerbe, Homo homini D^emon: meaning 
thereby, that that power which we caii the Diuell, 
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and the miniftring Spîrits bclonging to his king- 
dome are tales and fables^ and meere bugge-beares 
to fcarre boyes : and that there îs no fuch eflence 
at all, but onely it is a terme of large content, 
defcribing the rancor, grudge, & bad dealing of 
one man towards another : as, namely, when one 
friend talkes with another fubtilly, and feekes to 
dyue into / his conimoditie, that hee may depriuc 
him of it craftilie ; when the fonne feeks the death 
of the father, that he may be infeofFed in his wealth: 
& the ftepdame goes about to make away her 
fonne-in-law, that her children may inherit : whe 
brothers fall at iarres for portions, & fhall, by 
open murther or priuy confpiracy, attempt the 
confiifion of each other, only to ioyne houfe to 
houfe, and vnite two Liuelihoods in one : when 
the feruant fhal rob his Mafter, and men put in 
truft, ftart away from their oathes and vowes, they 
care not how. 

In fuch cafes & many more, may one man be 
fayd to bee a diuell to another, & this is the fecond 
opinion. The third is that of Plato ^ who not onely 
affirmeth that there are diuels, but deuided them 
into three forts, euery one a degree of dignitie 
aboue the other ; the firft are thofe, whofe bodies 
are c5paâ of ^ purcft ayrie Element, combined 
with fuch tranfparant threeds, that neither they 
doo partake fo much fire as fhould make them 
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vifiblc to fight, or haue any fuch affinitie with thc 
earth, as they are able to be preft or toucht : & 
thcfe hc fettcth in the higheft incomprehenfible 
degrce of heauen. Thc fecond, he makcth thefe, 
whom Apuleius doth caii rcafonable Crcatures, 
pafliuc in minde and etcmall in Time, being thofc 
apojiata fpirites that rebcUcd with Belzebub : whofe 
bodies, before their fall, wcre bright and pure all likc 
to thc formcr : but, aftcr their tranfgreflîon, they 
were obfcured in a thicke, fiery matter, and euer 
after affigned to darknes, The third, he attributes 
to thofe men that, by fome diuinc knowlcdge or 
vndcrftanding, fceming to afpyre aboue mortalitie, 
arc called Ditmana, (that is) Gods : for this word 
Ditmcn contayncth cyther, and Homer in eucry 
place doth vfe it both for that omnipotent power 
that was before al things, and thc euill fpirite that 
Icadeth men to crror : fo doth Syrianus teftifie, that 
Plato was called D^mon^ becaufe he difputed of 
deepe Common-wealth matters, greatly auailable 
to thc benefite of his Countrey: and Ariftotle 
becaufe he wrote at large of al things fubicA to 
mouing and fence. Then belikc (quoth I) you 
makc this word D^tmotiy a capablc name of Gods, 
of men, and of diucUs, which is farre diftant / from 
the fcope of my demand : for I doo only inquire 
of the diuel, as this conmion appellation of the 
Diuel, (ignifieth a malignant fpirit, enemic to man- 
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kinde, and a hater of God and all goodnes. Thofe 
are the fecond kînde, faid he, vfually termed de- 
tracfters, or accufers, that are in knowledge infinite, 
infomuch as, by the quicknes of their wits & 
agreeable mixtures of the Elements, they fo corn- 
prehend thofe feminarie vertues to men vnknown, 
that thofe things which, in courfe of time or by 
growing degrees, Nature of itfelfe can efFeft, they, 
by their art and fkil in haftning the works of 
Nature, can contriue and compafle în a moment : 
as the Magitians of Pharao^ who, whereas Nature, 
not without fome interpofition of time and ordi- 
narie caufes of conception, brings forth frogs, 
ferpents, or any liuing thing els, they, without 
all fuch diftance of fpace, or circumfcription of 
(eafon, euen in a thought, as (bone as their King 
commanded, couered the land of yEgipt with this 
monftrous encreafe. Of the originali of vs fpirites, 
the Scripture moft amply maketh mention, namely, 
that LucifeTy (before his fall) an Arch-angel, was a 
cleere body, compaft of the pureft and brighteft of 
the ayre, but after his fall hee was vayled with a 
grofer fubftance, and tooke a new forme of darke 
and thicke ayre, which he ftill reteyneth. Ncither 
did he onely fall, when hee ftroue with Michaely 
but drewe a number of Angels to his faftion ; 
who ioynt partakers of his proud reuolt, were 
likewife partakers of his punifhment, and all thruft 
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out of heauen together by one iudgcment: who 
eucr fince doo nothing but wander about the Earth, 
and tempt and enforcc frayle men to enterprife all 
wickcdnes that may be, and commit moft horrible 
and abominable things againft God. Meruaile not 
that I difcouer fo much of our eftate vnto thee : 
for the Scripture hath more than I mention, as 
S. PeteTy where hc fayth that God fpared not his 
Angels that ftnned: and in an other place, wher 
he faith that they are bound with the chains of 
darkneSy and throwne headlong into hell: which is 
not meant of any locali place in the earth, or vnder 
the waters ; for, as Âuftin affirmeth, wee doo in- 
habite the Region vnder the Moone,/and haue 
the thick aire aftigned vs as a prifon, from whence 
we may with fmall labour caft our nets where wee 
lift : yet are we not fo at our di{p[o]fition, but that 
we are ftill commanded by Lucifer^ (although we 
are in number infinite) who retaining that pride 
wherewith he arrogantly afteAed the Maieftie of 
God, hath ftill his miniftring Angels about him, 
whom he employes in feuerall charges, to feduce 
& deceiue as him feemeth beft: as thofe fpirites 
which the Latins caii louios and JntemeridianoSy to 
fpeake out of Oracles, and make the people worfhip 
them as Gods, when they are nothing but deluding 
Diuels, that couet to haue a falfe Deitie afcribed 
vnto tliem, & draw men vnto their loue by won- 
N. II. 15 
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ders & prodegies, that cls would hate them deadly, 
if they knewe their maleuolence and enuy. Such 
a monarchizing fpîrit it was that fayd vnto Chrift, 
If thou wilt fall downCy and worjhip mCy I will giue 
thee all the Kingdomes of the earth : and fuch a 
fpirit it was that pofleft the Libian Sapho, and the 
Emperour Diocleftan^ who thought it the blefledft 
thing that might be to be called God. For the 
one being weary of humane honor, & infpired 
with a fupematurall folly, taught little birds, that 
were capable of fpeech, to pronounce diftinftiy, 
Magnus Deus Sapho; that is to fay, A great god 
is Sapho: which words, when they had leamcd 
readily to carroll, and were perfeft in their 
note, he let them flie at randome, that fo dis- 
perfing themfelues euery whcre, they might induce 
the people to accoimt of him as a God, The 
other was fo arrogant, that he made his fubiedls 
fal proftrate on their faces, and lifting vp their 
hands to him as to heauen, adore him as omni- 
potent 

The fecond kind of Diuels, which he moft 
imployeth, are thofe northeme Marcij^ called the 
fpirits of reuenge, & the authors of maftacres, & 
feedsmen of mifchiefe : for they haue commiftion 
to incenfe men to rapines, facriledge, theft, murther 
wrath, furie, and all manner of cruelties, & they 
commaund certaine of the Southern fpirits (as 
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flaues) to wayt vpon them, as alfo great Arioch^ 
that îs tearmed the {pirite of reuenge. 

Thefe/know how to diflbciate the loue of 
brethren, and to break wedlock bands with fuch 
violence, that they may not be vnited, & are 
predominant in many other domefticall mutinies : 
of whom, if you lift to heare more, read the 39 of 
EccUftaftîcus. The prophet Efay maketh mention 
of another Spirit, fent by God to the EgyptianSy to 
make them ftray and wander out of the way, that 
is to fay, the Spirite of lying, which they caii 
Bolychym. The fpirits that entice men to gluttonie 
& luft, are certaine watry fpirits of the Weft, and 
certaine Southerne fpirits as Nefrach and Keleny 
which for the moft part profecute vnlawfuU loues, 
and cherifh all vnnatural defires: they wander 
through lakes, fifh-ponds, and fennes, & ouer- 
whelme fhips, caft boates vpon ankers, and drowne 
men that are fwimming : therefore are they counted 
the moft peftilent, troublefome, and guilefull fpirits 
that are : for by the helpe of Alynach^ a Spirit of 
the Weft, they will raife ftormes, caufe earthquakes, 
whirlwindes, rayne, haile or fnow in the cleereft 
day that is : and if euer they appeare to any man, 
they come in womens apparell. The fpirits of the 
aire will mixe themfclues with thunder & lighten- 
ing, and fo infeft the Clyme where they raife any 
tempeft, that fodainly great mortalitie ftial enfue to 
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the inhabitants from the infedious vapors which 
arife from their motions : of fuch S. lohn maketh 
mention in the ninth of the Apocalips; their 
patrone is Mereris^ who beareth chief rule about 
the middle time of the day. 

The fpirits of the fire haue their manfions vnder 
the regions of the Moone, that whatfoeuer is com- 
mitted to their charge they may there execute, as 
in their proper c5fiftorie, from whence they cannot 
ftart. The fpirits of the Earth keepe, for the moft 
part, in Forrefts and woods, and doo hunters much 
noyance, and fometime in the broad fields, where 
they lead trauellers out of ^ right way, or fright 
men with deformed apparitions, or make them 
run mad through excefliue melancholy, like Aiax 
TelamoniuSy & fo proue hurtfuU to themfelues, and 
dangerous to others : of this number the chiefe are 
Samaab and Achymael^ fpirits of the Eaft, that haue 
no power to doo any great harme, by reafon / of 
the vnconftancie of their affeftions. The vnder- 
earth fpirits, are fuch as lurk in dens & httle 
cauernes of the earth, and hollow creuifes of 
mountaines, that they may dyue into the bowels 
of the earth at their pleafures : thefe dig metals 
and watch treafures, which they continually trans- 
port from place to place, that none fhouid haue vfe 
of them : they raife windes that vomit flames, & 
fhake the foundation of buildings, they daunce in 
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rounds in pleafant Launds, and greene meddowcs, 
with noyfes of mufick and minftralfie, & vanifh 
away when any comes ncere them : they will take 
vpon them any fimilitude but of a woman, and 
terrifie men in thc likenes of dead mens ghofts in 
the night time : and of this qualitie & condition 
the Necromancers ho!d Gjz/V/, FegoVy and Anarazely 
Southeme fpirits, to be. Befides, there arc yet 
remaining certainc lying fpirits, who (although all 
bee giuen to lic by nature) yet are they more pronc 
to that vice than the reft, being named PyihoniJlSy 
of whom Apollo comes to be called Pythitus : the/ 
haue a prince afwel as other fpirits, of whom 
mention is made in the 3 booke of Kings, when 
he faith he will be a lying fpirit in the mouth of 
all Ahabs prophets : from which thofe fpirites of 
iniquitie doo little diflfer, which are called the 
veflcls of wrath, that aflift Belial (whom they 
interpret a fpirite without yoake or controuler) 
in all damnable deuifes and inuentions. Plato 
reports them to bee fuch as firft devifed Cardes 
and dice, and I am in the mind, that the Monke 
was of the fame order, that found out the vfe of 
Gunpouder, and the engines of warre thereto 
belonging. Thofe that write of thefe matters 
caii this Belial Chodar of the Eaft, that hath all 
witches and coniurers fpirits vnder his iurifdiftion, 
& giues them leaue to helpe Juglers in their tricks. 
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& Simon Magus to doo miracles ; allwaies prouided 
they bring a foule home to their Mafter for his 
hyre. 

Yet are not thefe all, for there are fpirits called 
fpies & tale-cariers, obedient to Afcarothy whom 
the Greekes caii Daimonay and S. lohriy The accujer 
of the brethren: alfo tempters, who for their inter- 
rupting vs in al our good aftions are cald our euill 
Angels. Aboue all things they hate the light, and / 
reioyce in darknes, difquieting men malicioufly in 
the night, & fometimes hurt them by pinching 
'them, or blafting them as they fleepe: but they 
are not fo much to be dreaded as other fpirits, 
becaufe if a man fpeak to them, they flee away, 
and will not abide. Such a fpirit Plinius Secundus 
telleth of, that vfed to haunt a goodly houfe in 
Athens that Athenoâorus hired; and fuch another 
Suetonius defcribeth to haue long houered in 
Lamianus garden, where Caligula lay-buried, who 
for becaufe he was onely couered with a fewe clods, 
and vnreuerently throwne amongft the weedes, hee 
merueiloufly difturbed the owners of the garden, 
& would not let them reft in their beds, till by his 
Sifters, retumed from baniftiment, he was taken 
vp, & entoombed folemnly. Paujanias avoucheth 
(amongft other experiments) that a certaine fpirit 
called Zazilus doth feed vpon dead mens corfe% 
that are not deeply enterred as they ought: 
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which to confirme, there is a wonderfull accident 
fet downe in the Dani(h hiftorie of Afuitus and 
AJmunduSy who, being two famous frends (well 
knowen in thofe parts) vowd one to another, that 
which of the two outliued the other, ftiould be 
buried aliue with his friend that firft died. In 
fhort fpace Afuitus fell ficke and yeelded to nature : 
A/munduSy compelled by the oath of his friendihip, 
took none but his horfe and his dog with him, and 
tranfported the dcad bodie into a vaft caue vndcr 
the earth, & ther determined (hauing viftualed 
himfelfe for a long time) to finifti his dayes in 
darknes, and neuer depart from him that he loued 
fo dearly. 

Thus (hut vp, and enclofed in the bowels of the 
earth, it hapned ErituSy King of Sweuelandy to pafle 
that way with his armie, not full two moneths 
after : who coming to the toombe of Afuitus^ and 
fufpeding it a place where treafure was hidden, 
caufed his Pioneers with their fpades and mat- 
tockes to dig it vp: whereupon was difcouered 
the loathfome body of A/munduSy al to befmeared 
with dead mens filth, & his vifage moft vgly and 
ffearefull ; which imbrued with congeald blood, 
and eaten and torne like a raw vlcer, made him 
fo gaftly to behold, that all the lookers on were 
affrighted. He, feeing himfelfe / reftored to light, 
and fo many amazed men ftand about him, re- 
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fclued their vncertaine perplexitie in thefe tearmes. 
Why ftand you aftonifht at my vnufual defor- 
mities? when no liuing man conuerfeth with the 
dead but is thus disfigured. But other caufes 
haue efFefted this alteration in me : for I know 
not what audacious fpirit, fent by Gorgon from the 
deep, hath not onely moft rauenoufly deuoured my 
horfe and my dog, but alfo hath layd his hungry 
pawes vpon mee, and, tearing downe my cheekes 
as you fee, hath likewife rent away one of mine 
eares. Hence it is that my mangled fhape feemes 
fo monftrous, and my humane image obfcured with 
gore in this wife. Yet fcaped not this fell Harpie 
from mee vnreuengd : for, as he aflayld me, I 
raught his head from his fhoulders, and ftieathd 
my fword in his body. Haue fpirites their vifible 
bodies, faid I, that may be toucht, wounded, or 
pierft ? Beleeue me, I neuer heard that in my life 
before this. Why, quoth he, although in their 
proper efience they are creatures incorporai, yet 
can they take vpon the the induments of any 
liuing body whatfoeuer, and transforme themfelues 
into all kinde of fhapes, whereby they may more 
eafily deceiue our ftiallow wits and fences. So 
teftifies Bafilius^ that they can put on a materiali 
forme when they lift. Socrates affirmeth that his 
Damon did oftentimes talke with him, & that he 
faw & felt him many times. But Mar cu s Cherone- 
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fius (a wonderfuU difcouercr of Diucls) writeth, 
that thofe bodics which they aflumc are diftin- 
guî(ht by no difference of fex, becaufe they are 
fimple, and the difcernance of fex belongs to bodies 
compound : yet are they flexible, motiue, and apt 
for any configuration ; but not al of them alike ; 
for the fpirits of the Fire and Aire haue this power 
aboue the reft. The fpirits of the water haue flow 
bodies refembling birds and women, of which Icinde 
the Naiades & Nereides are much celebrated amongft 
Poets. Neuertheles, howeuer they are reftrayncd 
to their feueral fimilitudes, it is certainc that all of 
them defire no forme or figure fo much, as the 
likenefTe of a man, & doo thinke themfelues in 
heauen when they are infcoft in that hue : where- 
fore I know no/other reafon but this, that man is 
the neereft reprefentatio to God, in fo much as the 
Scripture faith, He mode man after his own likenejfe 
and image : and they afFefting, by reafon of their 
pridc, to be as likc God as they may, contend moft 
ferioufly to fhroud themfelues vnder that habit. 

But, I pray, teii mee this, whether are there (as 
Porphirius holdeth) good fpirits afwell as euill? 
Nay, ccrtainely (quoth he) we are al euill, let 
PorphiriuSy Proclus^ Apuleius^ or the Platonifts 
difpute to the contrary as long as they will : which 
I will confirme to thy capacity by the names that 
are euery where giuen vs in the Scripture : for the 

N. II. 16 



Digitized by 



Google 



j 22 PIERCE PENILESSE, 

diuell, which is the Summum genus to vs all, is 
called Diabolus quajt deorjum ruens^ that is to fay, 
falling downward, as hee that afpyring too high, 
was thrown from the top of felicitie to the loweft 
pit of defpayre: and fathan, that is to fay, an 
Aduerfary, who, for the corruption of his malice, 
oppofeth himfelfe euer againft God, who is the 
chiefeft good. In lob Behemoth and Leuiathan^ 
and in the 9. of the Apocalips^ Apolyoriy that is to 
fay, a Subuerter : becaufe the foundation of thofe 
vertues, which our high Maker hath planted in 
our foules, hee vndermineth and fubuerteth. A 
Serpent for his poyfbning, a Lyon for his deuour- 
ing : a Furnace, for that by his malice the Eleft 
are tryed, who are vcffels of wrath and faluation. 
In Efay a Syren, a Lamia, a Scrich-oule, an Eftridge. 
In the Pfalmes, an Adder, a Bafîlilke, a Dragon. 
And laftly, in the Gofpel, Mammon, Prince of this 
world, and the Gouernour of darknes : fo that, by 
the whole courfe of condemning names that are 
giuen vs, and no one inftance of any fauourable 
tytle beftowed vpon vs, I pofitiuely fet downe that 
all fpirits are euill. Now, whereas the Diuines 
attribute vnto vs thefe good and euill fpirits, the 
good to guide vs from euil, and the euil to draw 
vs from goodnefle, they are not called fpirits, but 
Angells, of which fort was Raphaell^ the good 
Angel of TobiaSy who exilde the euill fpirit A/mo- 
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dius into the defart of Mgiţt^ that he might be 
the more fecure from his temptation. Since wee 
haue entred thus far into the diuels common- 
wealth, I befeech you certific me thus much, / 



Digitized by 



Google 



124 PIERCE PENILESSE. 

which I now retaine, is but a thinge of fuflrance, 
granted vnto me to plague fuch men as hunt aftcr 
ftrife, & arc delighted with variance. It may be 
fb very wcll, but whether haue you that Ikil to 
foretell thinges to come, that is afcribed vnto you ? 
We haue (quoth he) fometimes : not that we are 
priuie to the etemall counfel of god, but for that 
by the fenfe of our ayrie bodies, we haue a more 
refined faculty of forefeeing, than men poffibly can 
haue, that are chained to fuch heauîe earthlie 
moulder; or els for that by the incomparable 
pemicitie of thofe ayrie bodies, we not onely out- 
ftrip the fwiftnes of men, beafts and birds, wherby 
we may be able to attain to the knowledge of 
things fooner, than thofe that by the dulnes of 
their earthlie fenfe com a grcat waie behind vs. 
Herunto may we adioine our long experience in 
the courfe of things from the beginning of the 
world, which men want, and, therfore, cannot haue 
that deepe coniedure that we haue. Nor is our 
knowledge any more than coniefture: for pre- 
fcience only belongeth to God, & that gefle / that 
we haue proceedeth from the compared difpofition 
of heauenly and erthlie bodies, by whofe long 
obferued temperature, we doo diuine manie times, 
as it happens : & therefore doo we take vpon vs to 
prophecy, that we may purchafe eftimation to our 
names, & bringe men in admiration with that we 
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do, and fo' be counted for Gods. The myracles 
wee work are partly contriued by illufion, and 
partly aflîfted by that fupernatural flcil we haue ii^ 
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brandifhing of fwordes is good for this purpofe, 
becaufe Homer faineth, that VliJfeSy facrificing to 
his mother, wafted his fword in the aire to chafe 
the fpirits from the bloude of the facrifice. And 
SybylUy condudHng Âeneas to hcU, begins hir 
charmes in this fort. 

Trocul^ O proculy ejie prophani : 
"Tuque juvande viam^ vaginaque er iţe fer rum. 

Philojiratus reportcth, that he and his companions 
meeting that diuel which artifts entitle Apolonius^ 
as they came one night from banquetting, with 
fuch termes as he is curft in / holy writ, they made 
him nin awaie howling. Manie in this cafe extoll 
perfume of Calamentum paoniay Menta palma Chriftiy 
and Appiu^. A number prefer the carying of red 
Corrall about them, or of Arthemijia hypericon^ 
Ruta verbena: & to this effeft manie doo vfe 
the jyngling of keyes, the found of the harp, and 
the clalhing of armor. Some of old time put great 
fuperftition in charafters, curioufly engraued in 
their Pentagonoriy but they are all vaine, & will 
do no good, if they be otherwife vfed than as 
fignes of couenaunt betweene the diuell and them. 
Nor doo I affirme all the reft to be vnfallible pre- 
fcriptions, though fometime they haue their vfe : 
but that the onelie aflured waie to refift their 
attempts is prayer and faith, gainft which all the 
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diuells in hell cannot preuaile. Inough, gentlc 
fpirit, I wU importune thee no farther, but commit 
this SuppHcation to thy care : which, if thou deliuer 
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let not your fhops be infefted with anie fuch goofe 
gyblets, or ftinking garbadge as the Jygs of news- 
mongers, and efpeciallie fuch of you as frequent 
Weftminfter hali, let them be circumfped: what 
dunghill papers they bring thither: for one bad 
phamphlet is inough to raife a dampe that may 
poyfon a whole Terme, or at the leaft a number, 
of poore Clyents, that haue no money to preuent 
ii aire by breaking their fafts ere they come thether. 
Not a bafe Inck-dropper, or fcuruy plodder at 
Nouerint^ but nailes his afles eares on euerie poaft, 
& comes ofF with long Circumquaque to the Gentle- 
man Readers, yea, the moft excerementary difh- 
lickers of lerning are grown fo valiant in impu- 
dence, that now they fet vp their faces (like Turks) 
of gray paper, to be fpet at for filuer games in 
Finfburie fields. Whilft I am thus talking, me 
thinkes I heare one fay, What a fop is this, he 
entitles his Booke a Supplication to the Diuell^ & 
doth nothing but raile on ideots, and tells a ftorie 
of the nature of fpirits. Haue patience, good fir, 
and weele come to you by and by. Is it my Title 
you finde fault with ? Why, haue you not feene 
a Towne furnamed by the principali houfe in the 
Towne, or a Noble man deriue his Baronie from a 
little village where he hath leaft land ? So fareth 
it by me in chriftening of my booke. But fome 
will obieft, wheretoo tends this difcouerie of diuels. 
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or how is it induced ? Forfooth, if thou wilt necds 
know my refon, this it is. I bring Pierce PeniUJfe 
to queftion with the diuel^ as a yong nouice would 
talke with a great trauailer, who, carying an Eng- 
liftimans appctitc to enquirc of news, will bc fure 
to make what vfe of him he may, and not leaue 
any thing vnafkt, that he can refoluc him of. If 
thcn the diuell bc tedious in difcourfing, impute it 
to Pierce PeniUJfe that was importunate in demand- 
ing ; or if I haue not made him fo fecret or fubtill 
in his art, as diuels are wont, let that of Laliantius 
be mine excufe, lib 2, cap \6 de Origenis errore^ 
when he faith, the diuels haue no power to lie to a 
juft man, and if they adiure them by the maiefty of 
the high God, they will not onely confefle them- 
felues to be Diuels, but alfo tel their/names as 
they are. Deus bone^ what a vaine am I fallen 
into ? what, an Epiftle to the Readers in the end 
of thy book.^ Out vppon thee for an arrent 
blocke, where leamdft thou that wit ? O fir, hold 
your peace: a fellon neuer comes to his anfwere 
before the ofFence bc committed. Wherefore, if I 
in the beginning of my Book fhould haue come ofF 
with a long Apologie to excufe my fclfe, it were all 
one, as if a theefe, going to fteale a horfe, (hould 
deuife by the waie as he went, what to (pakc when 
he came at the gallowes. Here is a croflc waie, 
and I thinkc it good heere to part. Farwell, fare- 
N. II. 17 
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well, good Parenthefîs, and commend mc to Ladie 
Vanîtie, thy miftres. 

Now, Pierce peniUsy if for a parting blow thou 
haft crc a tricke in thy budget more then ordmarie, 
bee not daintie of it, for a good patron will pay for 
all. I, where is he? Promiffis quilibet diues ejfe 
poteji. But cap and thanks is all our Courtiers 
paymcnt : whercforc, I would counfell my frends 
to be more confiderate in their Dedications, and 
not caft away (b many months labour vppon a 
clowne that knowes not how to vfe a Scholer : for 
what reafon haue I to beftow any of my wit vpon 
him, that wil beftow none of his wealth vpon me. 
Alas, it is an eafie matter for a goodlie tall fellow, 
that fhineth in his ftlkes, to come and out face a 
poore (împle Pedant in a thred bare doak, and teii 
him his Booke is prety, but at this time he is not 
prouided for him : marrie, about two or three daies 
hence if he come that waie, his Page (hal fay he is 
not within, or els he is fo bufie with my L. How- 
call-ye him, and my L. What-call-ye him, that he 
may not be fpoken withall. Thefe are the conmion 
courfes of the world, which euery man priuatly 
murmurs at, but none dares openlie vpbraid, be- 
caufe all Artifts for the moft are baie minded and 
like the Indians^ that haue ftore of gold & precious 
ftones at conunăd, yet are ignorant of their value, 
and therfore let the Spaniards, the Engliflunen 
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and euery one lode their fhips with them without 
moleftation. So thcy, cnioyeing and poffcffing thc 
puririe of knowledge, (a treafure ferre richer than 
thc Indian Myncs) Ict euerie proud T'hrafo bc 
partaker of their perfeâions, repaieing them no 
profit: and/gyld himfelfe with the titles they 
giue him, when he wil fcarce retume them a good 
word for their labor : giue an Ape but a nut, and 
he wil looke your head for it ; or a Dog a bone, 
and hele wag his tayle : but giue me one of my 
young Mafters a booke, and he wiU put of his hat 
and blufh, and fo go his waie. 

Yes, now I remember me, I lie ; for I know him 
that had thankes for three yeares worke, and a 
Gentleman that beftowed much coft in refining of 
muficke, & had fcarfe Fidlers wages for his labor. 
We want an Aretine here among vs, that might 
ftrip thefe golden afles out of their gay trappings, 
and after he had ridden them to death with railing, 
leaue them on the dunghil for carion. But I will 
write to his ghoft by my carrier, & I hope hele 
repare hb whip, and vfe it againft our Englifh 
Peacockes, that painting themfelues with Church 
fpoiles, like mightie mens iepulchers, haue nothing 
but Atheifine, fchifme, hypocrifîe, and vainglorie, 
like rotten bones lie lurking within them. O how 
my ibule abhors thefe buckram giants, that hauing 
an outward face of honor fet vpon them by flat- 
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terers & parafites, hauc their inward thoughts ftuft 
with ftraw and fethers, if they were narrowlie 
fifted. 

Farre bc it, bright ftarres of Nobilitie, and 
gliftring Attendaunts on the true Diana^ that this 
my fpeach (hould be anic way iniurious to your 
glorious magnificence : for in you liue thofe fparkes 
of Auguftus liberalitie, that neuer fent any away 
emptie: and Science feauenfold throne, welnigh 
ruined by ryot and auarice, is mightely fupported 
by your plentifuU larges, which makes Poets to 
fing fuch goodlie Himnes of your praife^ as no 
enuious poftcritie may forgct. But from generali 
fame, let me digres to my priuate experience, and 
with a tongue vnworthie to name a name of fuch 
worthiness, aflfeftionately emblazon to the eyes that 
wonder, the matchles Image of Honor, & magnifi- 
cent rewarder of vertue, loues eagle^borne Ganimedj 
thrice noble Amintas. In whofe high fpirit, fuch a 
Deitie of wifdome appeareth, that if Homer were to 
write his Odyjfea new, (where, vnder the perfon of 
VlyJfeSy hce defcribeth a fingular man of perfeftion, 
in whome all omaments both of peace / and war 
are aflembled in the height of their excelence) he 
need no other inftance to augment his conceipt, 
than the rare carriage of his honorable minde. 
Many writers and good wits, are giuen to com- 
mend their patrons and BenefaAors, fbme for 
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prowefle, fomc for policîe, others for thc glorie 
of their Anceftrie and exceeding bountie and 
liberalitie: but if my vnable pen ftiould euer 
enterprife fuch a continuate taike of praife, I 
woulde embowell a number of thofe windpuft 
bladders, and disfumifh their bald pates of the 
perriwigs Poets haue lent them, that fo I might 
reftore glorie to his right inheritance, and thefe 
ftoln Titles to their true owners: which, if it 
would fo fall out, (as time maie worke all things) 
the afpiring nettles, with their fhadie topes, (hal no 
longer ouer-dreep the beft hearbs, or keep them 
from the fmiling afpeft of the Sunn, that liue & 
thriue by comfortable beames. None but Defert 
fhould fit in Fames grace, none but HeSlor be 
remembred in the chronicles of Prowefle, none 
but thou, moft courteous Amyntas^ be the feconde 
muflcall argument of the knight of the Red-crofl^e. 

Oh decus atque ^tvi gloria fumma tui. 

And heere (heauenly Spencer) I am moft highlie 
to accufe thee of forgetfulnes, that in that honour- 
able Catalogue of our Englifti heroeSy which infueth 
the concluflon of thy famous Fairie Queene, thou 
wouldft let fo fpeciall a Pilier of Nobilitie pafle 
vnfaluted. The verie thought of his farre deriued 
difcent, and extraordinarie parts, wherewith hee 
aftoineth the world, and drawes all hearts to his 
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loue, woulde haue infpired thy forewearied Mufe 
with new furie to proceede to the next triumphs of 
thy ftatelie Goddefle : but as I, in fauor of fo rare 
a fcholler, fuppofe with this counfaile he refraind 
his mention in this firft part, that hee might with 
full faile proceede to his due commendations in the 
fecond. Of this occafion long fince I happened to 
frame a Sonnet, which, being wholie intended to 
the reuerence of this renoumed Lord (to whom I 
owe all the vtmofte powers of my loue and dutie) 
I meant heere for variety of ftile to infert. 

Peru / fing yefternight, with idle eyes, 
The Fairy Singers ftately tuned verfe : 
And viewing after Chap-mens wonted guife, 
What ftrange contents the title did rehearfe. 
I ftreight leapt ouer to the latter end, 
Where like the queint Comaedians of our time 
That when their Play is doone do fall to ryme, 
I found fliort lines, to fundry Nobles pend. 
Whom he as fpeciall Mirrours fingled fourth, 
To be the Patrons of his Poetry ; 
I read them all, and reuerenc't their worth, 
Yet wondred he left out thy memory. 

But therefore geft I he fuppreft thy name, 
Becaufe few words might not coprife thy fame. 

Beare with me gentle Poet, though I conceiue 
not aright of thy purpofe, or be too inquifitiue into 



Digitized by 



Google 



PIERCE PENILESSE. 135 

the intent of thy obliuion : for, how euer my con- 
iedhire may mifle the cufhîon, yet (hali my fpeech 
fauour of friendftiip, though it bc not alied to 
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Agreeably to promise in Note prefixed to * Pierce Penî- 
lefle* (page 3), I place here the more noticeable 'faults' 
of the Jhones edition, as it b represented in the late Mr. J. 
Payne Collier*s reproduction for the ' Shakespeare Sodety ' 
(1842). It would have been easy to have multiplied these 
* faults ' — against which Nashe himself wrote vehemently — 
but those recorded may be accepted as at once fairly repre- 
sentative and showbg the advantage of taking for text the 
Author's own edition of 1593. 

Ps^ 9> luic ^> 'milder' misprinted *milde.' 

„ II, „ 20, * whipt out ' misprinted * whipt.' 

,, I9> ,1 26, ' thinke you could ' (dropped). 

,, 26, „ 26, ' Earle ' misprinted ' carie/ 

„ 27, „ II, 'Lady Swin-lhout' misprinted 'LAdieManibetter.* 

„ 28, „ 26, ' a fcornfUll melancholy . . . courfe & . . . ' misprinted 

' melancholike courie in his gate and countenance.' 

„ 29, „ 17, 'vnthriftcs* misprinted 'outhrifts.' 

f> 34» » 3, * cafe * misprinted * eafe.' 

» 34» »» 7» * finers ' misprinted * finders.' 

»> 35» »» ^ ' * P^L"^ of ^o<^ ^^ * Canuas-dnblet ' misprinted 

' a fcholler bread and cheefe.' 

» 35» »» 5» 'obiect' misprinted 'abiect' [but queiy ?], 

»» 35» »» 14, ' Raynard * misprinted * Raynold.* 

»» 38» $9 15» ' then a (lab ' misprinted ' then the ftab.' 

»» 39» »» 17» 'thrumd* misprinted 'thrumb.* 

»> 39» »» 22, *ftuft' misprinted 'puft.' 

>» 45» »» 4» * Troymmant^ misprinted * Trpynanant,* 

>» 45» »» 12, 'fiirioas* misprinted 'fîiries.' 

>» 45» >» 16, *furde' misprinted 'furre.' 
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Page 46, line rj, 'gnegawes' misprinted 'jyiniams' (and a nonsensical 
note on it). 
„ 5(\ last line, 'euery' misprinted 'anie.' 
„ 57, line I, ' Iod his mailer' misprinted *nmnes after.* 
»» 57» »» S» *^inc'°*i*P'"*ted 'tnone.' 
>» 57» »> 7, 'thofe* misprinted 'thern.' 
»> 73» >f 8, *eater* misprinted 'cater.* 
>» 7^ »t 3» ' irom Gentlemen ' (dropped). 
»» ^3^ » 21, 'Proui[de]nce' misprinted 'Prouince' (in both). 
»» 87, „ II, *yt'(dPopped). 
»» 88, „ 7, 'howfoeuer* misprinted 'howener.* 
»* 89, „ 15, 'immortalitie' misprinted 'immoralitie.' 
„ 9a, „ 17, 'Players' misprinted 'playes.' 
„ 93, „ 23, ' euer * misprinted ' euen.' 
„ loi, „ II, *Pullerie* misprinted *pulterie.* 
»» 105» »> 3, ' impudende ' misprinted ' impudence.* 
„ 118, „ 21, 'vnrcuerently' misprinted 'vnrcuently/ 
»» 125, „ 5, 'illufions* misprinted 'allufions.* 
„ 128, „ 10^ <Inck-dropper* misprinted 'Jack-dropper/ 
„ 128, „ II, 'nailes* misprinted 'vailes.' 
., 128, „ 13, 'difli-lickers' misprinted *di(Uken.' 
„ 129, ,, 14, 'adiure' misprinted 'abjure.' 
„ 129, „ 21, *fellon' misprinted 'fellow.* 
„ 130, „ 25, ' fluneth ' misprinted ' (hines.* 
»> 130, ,, 25, 'becaufe all artifts for the moft part' misprinted 

< becaofe the moft artifts.* 
„ 131, „ 26, «he*(dropped). 
„132, „ 16, *that' misprinted 'of.' 

On the other hand, it is due to the Jhones edition to 
acknowledge severa! correct readings in single words as 
agaînst incorrect in our '92 text, e,g, * (hape * for * (hame * 
(p. 19, 1. 24), *this' for *thus' (p. 30, 1. 17), *yeomen' for 
*yeoman' (p. 45, 1. 18), *iuicc' for 'iuflice' (p. 60, 1. 2). 

A.B. G. 
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VII. 

HARVEY-GREENE TRACTATES. 

I. A WONDERFULL StRANOE AND MiRACULOUS 

ASTROLOGICALL PrOGNOSTICATION, 

ETC. 
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NOTE. 

For the ' Wonderfull Strânge and Miraculoos Afbrologicall PrognoiU- 
cation ' I am indebted to the Bodleian. See Memorial-Introdnction — 
Biographical, in Voi. I., and 'Criticai* in VoL IV.^n it, and other 
related publications. — A. B. G. 
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^^A Wonderfuii 

Jirange and miraculous^ AJiro- 

logicall Prognofticatîon for 

this yeer of our Lord God. 

1591. 
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thcrefore thc wonders that are like to fall out 
this prefcnt yeere, I haue for the benefit of my 
Countrymen taken in hand to make this Prog- 
noftication, difcourfing breefelye of the Eclîpfes 
both of Sunne and Moone, with their dangerous 
efFeftes like to followe, which if God preuent not: 
many poore men are like to faft on Sondaics for 
want of food, and fuch as haue no ftiooes to goe 
barefoot, if certaine deuout Coblers proue not 
the more curteous : but yet Aftrologie is not fo 
certaine, but it nuy fayle: and therfore diuers 
Hoftefles fhall chaulke more this yeere then their 
Guefts wil wipe out: So that I conclude, 
whatfoeuer is faide by art. Sapiens 
dominabitur aftris. 

Your freend and Student in Afle-trologie. 

Adam Fouleweather.j 
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which feeding on the (weatc of othcr mens browes, 
(hali grcatlyc hinder the beautye of the ipring, 
and di(parage the growth of all hotteft hearbes, 
vnlefle (bme northerly winde of Gods vengâce 
cleere the trees of fuch Catterpillers, with a hotte 
plague and the peftilence: but Cancer being a 
watrie figne and cheefe gouemour of flouds and 
ftreams, it foreflieweth that Fiflimongers if they 
be not well lookt to, (hali goe downe as farre 
as Graues end in Wherries and foreftall the 
market, to the great preiudice of the poore, that 
all Lent ground thcir fare on the benefit of Salte 
fiftie and red herring : befides it fignifieth that 
Brewers (hal make hauocke of Theames water, 
and put more liquour then they were accuftomed 
amongft their Maultc : to the ouerthrowe of cer- 
tain crafed Ale knights, whofe morning draughtes 
of ftrong Beere is a great ftaye to their ilomacks : 
a lamentable cafe if it be not lookt into and 
preuented by fome fpeedye fupplication to the 
woorfhipfull order of ale cunners. / But in thîs 
we haue great hope that becaufe the efFedts cannot 
furprife the caufe, diuers Tapfters (hali truft out 
more then they can get in : and although they 
fiii their Pots but halfe full, yet for want of true 
dealing die in the Brewers debt. 

Thus much for the watry figne of Cancer, and 
becaufe this Eclipfe is little vifible in our horifon, 
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I pafTe it ouer with this prouiTo to all feafaring 
men, to cary more fhirts then one with thcm a 
fhip boord, left to their great labor they fpend 
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liue no longcr fhall dyc for agc: and yong men 
that hauc Vfurcrs to their father, fhal this yeer 
haue great caufe to laugh, for the Deuill hath 
made a decrce, that aftcr thcy are once in hcll, 
they /hali ncuer rifc againc to troublc their exe- 
cutors: Befide that by all coniefturall argumentes 
the influence of Marş /hali be fo violent, that 
diuers fouldiers in partes beyond the feas, /hali fall 
out for want of their paye, and heere in our 
meridionali clyme, great quarrelles /hali be rai/ed 
between man and man, efpecially in cafes of Law : 
gentry /hali goe checkmate with luftice, and coyne 
out countenjnce ofttimes equitie : the poore fitting 
on pennyle/Te benche, /hali fell their Coates to 
ftriue for a ftrawe, and Lawyers laugh fuch fooles 
to fcome as cannot keep their crownes in their 
pur/Tes. 

Further, there is like to be great falling out 
amongft / Church men and ccrtaine fond fefts of 
religion like to trouble the commons: felfe con- 
ceipters and ouer holy counterfeites that delight 
in fingularitie, /hali rife vp and de/pife authoritie, 
prefuming euen to abufe the higher powers, if 
Satume with a frowning influence, did not threaten 
them with Tibomes confeqiience. But whereas 
the Sun is darkned but by digits, and that vpon 
5' fouth points, it prefageth great miferies to Spain 
and thofe Southerly Countries : Friers and Monks 
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fhal heat them fo thîs yeer with confeffing of 
Harlots, that their crowncs (hali wax balde of 
the onc accord, to thc great impoucrifhing of the 
Spanifh Barbers : Surgeons in Spaîn (hali wax 
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and the houfes there fo cleere clenfed, that honeft 
women may dwell there without any dread of the 
whip and the carte : and I finde that the altitude 
of that place and of Shordich are all one eleuated, 
and 2 degrees, and vnder the zenith or verticali 
point of Venus, which prefageth that fundry forts 
of men and women fhall be there refident : fome 
fhalbe fo (hort heeld & fo quefie ftomackt that 
they fhal ly in their beds while noon, by which 
means they fhal grow fo ful of grofle humors, 
that they (halbe troubled with ftrange timpanies 
& fwellings in their bellies, vncurable for fortye 
weekes vntill they be helped by the aduice of fome 
(kilfull Midwife. 

Befides, other of the fame fex and faftion, / fhall 
learn to cofin young nouices, and fetch in young 
Gentlemen, to the great ouerthrow of youth, if 
fome fharpe and fpeedye redrefTe be not fetcht 
from the woorfhipfuU Colledge of the Phifitians in 
the parrifh of S. Brides. But heere by the waye 
gent-le Reader, note that this Eclipfe fheweth, that 
this yeer fhall J?e fome ftrange birthes of Children 
produced in fome monftrous forme, to the greefe 
of the Parentes, and fearefull fpectaclde of the 
beholders: but becaufe the Eclipfe chaunfeth 
Southerlye, it is little to be feared that the effedes 
fhall fail in England : yet fomewhat it is to bee 
doubted, that diuers Children fhall be borne, that 
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whcn thcy come to agc fhall not knowc their 
owne Fathcrs : others (hali hauc their fingers of 
[t]hc nature of Lymc twiggcs, to get moft parte of 
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haue clothes enow, keep themfelues warme from 
taking of colde : and I would wifhe rich men all 
this winter to fit by a good fire, and hardlye to 
goe to bed without a Cuppe of Sack, and that 
fo qualified with Suger, that they proue not rew- 
matick : let them feede daintilye and take eafe 
enough, and no doubt according to the iudgement 
of Albumazar, they are like to liue as long as 
they can, and not to dye one hower before their 
time. 

Thus much for this ftrange Eclipfe of- the 
Sun ne. 
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heads : whercvpon fhall / growe Apoplexies and 
colde palfies in their legges, that they fhall diuers 
times not bee able to ftand on thcir feete. Vpon 
this /hali growe great commodityc to the Potters 
and Glafle makers, for it is like thcre (hali be a 
great ouerthrowc of them, if thcre bee not fome 
ad made for drinking in blacke Jackes. But if 
the weather prooue feafonable, and the Harueft 
great, and the Bames full of Come: Rye is like 
to be cheap in Denmarke, and bread to be of 
a reafonable fize, for the releeuing of the poore. 
Mary, Fraunce is like to haue a great dearth of 
honeft men, if the king preuaile not againft thefe 
mutenous Rebelles of the League, and Papifts 
in diuers places to be plentye, if God or the 
King rout them not out with a /harpe ouer- 
throw : But this hope we haue againft that 
rafcall rabble of thofe /hauelings, that there was 
found in an olde booke this Prophecie fpoken 
about Jerufalem long /înce by a Jew: The tree 
that God hath not planted /hali be puUed vp 
by the roots: fome curious Aftronomers of late 
dayes that are more Propheticall then Juditiall, 
affirme that Martin the kill-hog for his deuout 
drincking (by the Pope canonized a Saint) /hali 
rife againe in the apparell of a Minifter, and 
tickle fome of the bder forte with fuch lufty 
humors in their braines, that / diuers felfe con- 
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ceited fooles (hal bccomc his difciples, and 
grounding their witlefle opînion on an heriricall 
foundation, fhall feeke to ruinate authoritie, and 
peruert all good orders eftablifhed in the Church, 
to the great prciudice of vnity and rcligion, 
tituling thefeiues by the names of Martiniftes, as 
the Donatifts grew from Donates: were it not 
that the Moonc being in Taurus, which gouemes 
the neck and throat, (hewes that the Squinancie 
fhall raigne amongft them, and diuers for want 
of breath dye of the ftrangling. Now for that 
Capricomus is a figne wherein Luna is often 
refident, it prognofticateth a great death amongft 
homde beafts. The Butchers fhall conunit wilfuU 
murther vpon Sheepe and Oxen, and diuers 
Keepers kill flore of Buckes, and referue no 
other fees to their fclues but the homcs, info- 
muche that if the Perfon of Home-Church in 
EfTex take not heede, there maye hap to prooue 
this yeere fome Cuckoldes in his Parrifh. 

But there is like to bee concluded by an aft 
fet downe in Graues ende Barge, that hee that 
wypes his Nofe and hath it not, fhall forfeite 
his whole face, and that all fuch as are iealous 
ouer theu- wiues without caufe, are worthie to 
bee punifht with / the home plague for their 
labour. And whereas this Eclipfe is farre from 
the figne Pifccs, it fhewes that there fhall bee 
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much ftinking fifh this yere at BUlings gate, and 
that Quinborowc oyfter boates fhall oftc times 
carne knaues as wel as honeft men: but let the 
Fifh-wiucs takc heed, for if moft of thcm proue 
not (coldes, yet becaufe Pifces is a figne that 
goucmes thc feetc, thcy fhall wcare out more 
fhooes in Lent then in anie two months befîde 
through the whole yeere, and get their liuing 
by walking and crying, becaufe they flaundered 
Ram alley with fuch a tragical infamie. The 
reft I conceale as friuolous, and little necefTarie 
to be touched in this Prognoftication. 

A declaration of the generali difţojitim of Jundrie 
conceited qualities incident vnto mens mindes 6? 
natures throughout thefe foure quarters of the 
yere^ by the merrie influence of the Planet Sy with 
fome other tragicall euents and obferuations worthie 
the noting, contayned vnder each feperated reuo- 
lution. 

And fir fi of the inclination of the 
Winter quarter. 

Winter / the firft Aftronomicall quarter of the 
yeare, according to my vfuall account, whatfoever 
Ptolomie fays, beginneth fooner with poore men 
than with rich, graunted fo by the malignant 
influence of Satume, whofe conftellation is that 
fuche as haue no money nor credit, fhall want 
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coles & woode, and be faine to ftand and ftarue 
for colde, while oldc pennifathcrs fit and waft 
them (elues by the fire. The winter begînning 
at that inftant, when the Sunne makes his en- 
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purfes by the high waie fide, and poore men be 
fo weather beate n by the crafte of vfurers, that 
they fhall begge their bread by the extremitie of 
fuch extortion : but Mercurie and Venus beeing 
congregated in Sagitarie, prognofticateth that for 
want of faire weather, fuch as haue but one fhirt 
fhall go woolward till that be a wafhing, and that 
water-men that want fares fhall (ît and blowe their 
fingers till theyr fellowes row betwixte the old 
Swanne and Weflminfter. And by reafon that 
Marş that malignant Planet, hath nothing to doe 
in that Hiemall reuolution, fouldiers this Winter 
for the moft parte, fhall lie ftill in garrifons, and 
fhall not be troubled with more monie than is 
necefTarie. Beeing alfo greatly to bee feared, that 
through the extreame colde diuerfe poore men fhall 
die at riche mennes doores : pittie fhall bee exiled, 
good woorkes truft ouer the fea with Jacke / a lent 
and Hofpitalitie banifht as a fîgne of popifh reli- 
gion: and were it not that fome moift fhoures 
fhal moderate the hardnes of the froft, Charitie 
fhould for want of houfe roome lie and freeze to 
death in the ftreets : diuerfe great ftormes are this 
yere to be feared, efpecially in houfes where the 
wiues weare the breeches, with fuch lowde windes, 
that the women fhall fcolde their hufbandes quight 
out of doores, wherevpon is like to fall great haile- 
ftones as bigge as ioynd ftooles, that fome fhall 
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haue their heads broken: and all through the 
froward difpofition of Venus. But Marş comes 
in and playes the man, who beeing placed in 
Gemini, that gouerns armes and (houlders, pre- 
f^eth that fundrie tall fellowes (hali take heart 
at grafle, who armed with good cudgels, (hali 
fo lambeake thefe ftubbome hufwiues, that the 
wind fhall turne into another quarter, and fo the 
weather waxe more calme and quiet. Such greate 
floudes are like to infue, through this Hiemall 
diftemperature, that diuerfe men (hali be drowned 
on drie hilles, and fi(he if they could not fwimme, 
were vtterly like to perifh. Eeles are like to bec 
deere if there bee few or none taken, and plentie 
of poutes to bee had in all places, efpeciallie in 
thofe coaftes and Countries where weomen haue / 
not their owne willes. Nowe Gentle Reader 
in refpect of diuerfe particular circumftances^ 
drawne from the daily motions, progreflîons, 
ftations, retrogradations, aipeâs, and other ap- 
pointmentes of fixed and wandring ftars, I am 
induced to fet downe that fuch as haue no fire, 
(hali feele moft cold, and that wierdrawers, if they 
plye not their worke, (hali feele no great heate, 
that they in Ruflia (hali fufFer more preiudice by 
the (harpene(re of Winter than the Spaniards : and 
yet one thing is to bee hoped for at the handes 
fo Mercurie, that this winter mony (hali haue 
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a fall, for Philip and Mary fhillings that hereto- 
fore went for i iJ. fliall now pafle from man to 
man for 6.^. a peece. 

The diftemperance of this quarter, is like to 
breede many fickenefles and fundrie difeafes as 
well in young as in old, proceeding either of 
corrupt and vicious bloud or of fuperabundance 
of crude and raw fleugmatike humors. As Cepha- 
lagies or paines in the head, which fhall make men 
dizzy that fome (hal ftagger & ftumble vp & 
downe the ftreetes till they haue ftolne a nappe 
to quiet their braines. Ach in the fhoulders fhal 
raine amongeft diuerfe women that haue fhrewes 
to their hufbands, and diuerfe drunken men fhall 
be peftured with furfets. Maidens this winter 
(hali haue ftrange ftitches & gripings / of the 
collicke, which difeafes proceed by too much 
lying vpright : and men (hali be troubled with 
fuch pâine in the eies, that they (hali not know 
their owne wiues from other women, with coughs, 
rumes, and itchings, which I omit. 

Of the Spring time. 

Winter being fini(hed with the laft grade of 
the watry (îgne Pifces, at the Suns ioyful progre(re 
into the firft degree of Aries. The fecond quarter 
of our vfuall yere commonly called the fpring 
cometh next, which beginneth when gra(re begins 
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to fproute, & trecs to bud. But to treat of this 
prcfent feafon, forafmuch as I find the planets to 
be contradidorily difpofed, in figns & manfios of 
diuerfe & repugnant qualities, I gather that this 
fpring will be very ii for fchoUers, for they fhal 
ftudie much and gain litlc, they fhall hauc more 
wit in their heads then money in their purfes, 
dunces (hal prouc more welthie then diuers 
doâors, infomuch that fundrie vnlettered fooles 
fhould creep into the minifterie, if the prouident 
care of good Bifhops did not preuent the. And 
by the opinion of Produs, women are like to 
grow wilful, & (b variable, that they fhall laugh 
& weepe, and all with a winde : Butchers fhal 
fell / their meate as deare as they can, and if they 
be not careful], home beaftes fhall bee hurtfull 
vnto them, and fome fhall bee fo wedded to 
fwines flefh, that they fhal neuer be without a 
fowe in their houfe as long as they liue. This 
fpring, or vemall refolution being naturally hot 
and moift, is like to be vene forwarde for 
fprouting fieldes and blooming trees, and becaufe 
Satume is in his proper manfîon, olde men are 
like to bee froward, and craftie knaues fhall 
neede no Brokers, vfurie fhalbe called good 
hufbandrie, and men fhalbe counted honeft by 
their wealth, not by their vertues. And becaufe 
Aquarius has fomthing to do w this quarter, it 
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is to be doubted that diuers fprings of water will 
rife vp în vintners fellers^ to the great weakning 
of their Gafcon wine, & the vtter ruine of the 
ancient order of the redde nofes. March Beere 
fhalbe more efteemed than fmall Ale. 

Out of the old ftocke of herefie, this fpring 
it is to be feared, will bloome new fcifhiaticall 
opinions and ftrange feâs, as Brownifts, Barowifts, 
& fuch baiduAum deuifes, to the great hinderance 
of the vnitie of the Church, & confufion of the 
true faith, if the leamed doftor fir T. Tibume 
be not tafkte to confute fuch vpftart companions, 
with his plain & dunftable philoibphie. Cancer 
is bu / fie in this fpringtide, and therefore it is like 
that florifhing bloomes of yong gentlemens youth, 
fhalbe greatly anoide with caterpillers, who /hali 
intangle them in fuch ftatutes & recognances, that 
they /hali crie out againft brokers, as Jeremy did 
againft falfe prophets. Befides, thogh this laft 
winter nipt vp diuers mafterles men & cut purfes, 
yet this fpring is like to afFord one euery tearme 
this ten yere in Weftminfter hali : Barbers if they 
haue no worke are like to grow poore, and for 
that Mercury is cobuft and many quarelles like 
to growe amongft men, lawiers /hali proue rich 
& weare fide gowns and large confciences, hauing 
theyr mouths open to caii for fees, and theyr 
purfes /hut when they /houlde beftowe almes. 
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But take heed O you generation of wicked 
Oftlers, that fteale haie in the night from gentle- 
mens horfes, and rub their teth with tallow, that 
they may eate little when they ftand at liuery, 
this I prognofticate againft you, that this fpring, 
which fo euer of you dies, (hali leaue a knaues 
carcafle in the graue behind him, and that they 
which liue fhall hop a harlot in his clothes all 
the yere after. But aboue all let me not hide 
this fecret from my countrymen, that Jupiter 
being in afpeft with Luna, difcouereth that diuers 
men (hal drinke more the they bleed, & / Tailers 
(hali fteale nothing but what is brought vnto 
them, that poulters (hali bee peftered with rotten 
egs, & Butchers dogs make libels againft Lent, 
that aflfbordes no foode but herring cobs for their 
diet. 

Difeafes incident to this quarter, as by Aftro- 
logicall & philofophicall coniectures I can gather, 
are thefe following: Prentifes that haue ben 
fore beaten, (hali be troubled with ach in their 
armes, and it (hali be ill for fuch as haue fore 
eies, to looke againft the Sun. The plague (hali 
raigne mortally amongft poore men, that diuerfe 
of them (hal not be able to change a man a 
groate. Olde women that haue taken great 
colde, may perhaps be trobled with the cough, 
and fuch as haue pâine in their teeth, (hali bee 
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grieuouflie troubled with the tooth ach. Befîde, 
ficke folke fliall haue worfe ftomackes then they 
which be whole, and men that cannot fleepe, fhall 
take vene little reft : with other accidentali infir- 
mities, which I doe ouerpafle. 

A declar atim of the difpofition and in- 
clinatim of the Summer quarter. 

When the Sunne hath made his courfe through 
the vemal figns, Aries, Taurus & Gemini at his 
paflage vnto the folfticiall eftiuall figne Cancer. 
The third parte of an Englifh yeere called Summer, 
taketh his beginning this yere: as Ptolomie fayth, 
the twelfth of lune, but as my (kill doth con- 
iedure, it beginneth when the wether waxeth fo 
hot, that beggers fcorne barnes and lie in the 
field for heate and the wormes of Saint Pancredge 
Church build their bowers vnder the fhadow of 
Colman hedge. The predominant qualities of this 
quarter is heate and drynefle, whereby I doe 
gather, that through the influence of Cancer, 
bottie Ale fhall be in great authoritie, and wheat 
fliall doe knightes feruice vnto malte. Tapfters 
this quarter fliall be in greater credite than 
Coblers, and many fliall drinke more then they 
can yearne. And yet becaufe Mercurie is a figne 
that is nowe predominant, women fliall be more 
troubled with fleas then men, and fuch as want 
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meate fliall goe fupperlefle to bedde. Befides, this 
quarter great hurlie burlies are like to bee feared, 
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cany balkets of Apples on thcir heads to keepc 
them from the heat of the Sun. But Libra aduft 
and retrograde, foretelleth that there is like to be 
a league between diuers bakers & the pillorye, for 
making their bread fo light, and the Sun ftiall be 
fo hotte, that it ftiall melt awaye the confciences 
of diuers couetous men, and that / by the meanes 
of Venus which is in the houfe of Scorpion, women 
ftiall bee fo loue ficke, that Sumners and ciuil 
lawiers ftiall haue great fees thorough the aboun- 
dance of fuch finfull clients, and diuerfe fpirites in 
white ftieetes ftiall ftand in Poules and other 
Churches, to make their confeflions. But this by 
the waie leame of me, ftiomakers ftiall proue fo 
proud, that they ftiall reftife the name of fouters, 
and the Tailer and the loufe are like to fal] at 
marţiali variance, were it not the worftiipfuU 
company of the Botchers haue fet downe this 
order, that he that lies in his bed while his clothes 
be mending, neede not haue a man to keepe his 
wardroppe. But amongft all, the Smithes haue 
put vp a fupplication to the Alecunners, that he 
which goes dronke to bed, and as foone as hee 
wakes darcs not caroufe a hârtie draught the 
next morning, ftiall drinke two daies together 
fmall Ale for his penance. 

This variable feafon is like to bring variable 
accidents, for diuerfe difeafes which will much 
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moleft the people, namely the plurifies which ftiall 
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doublet and their hofe. And fbme fliall this yere 
haue bames and yet want corn to put in them. 
Rie this yeere fhall bee common in / England, and 
knaues fhall be licenft to fel it by the pound, and 
he that wil not this quarter fpend a pennie with 
hîs friende, by the counfayle of Albumazar, fliall 
bee thruft quite out of all good companie for his 
labour. 

It may be doubted that fome ftraunge ficknefle 
and vnknowen difeafes wil happen, as hollownefle 
of the heart, that a man fliall not know a knaue 
from an honeft man, and vncouth confumptions of 
the lyuer, that diuerfe men of good wealth fliall by 
their kinde hearts fpend all and die banquerouts : 
fome flial be troubled with difeafes in the throate, 
which cannot bee helpte without Bull the hang 
man plaie the flcilfuU Chyrurgion. Amongeft the 
reft, many that haue faire wiues flialbe troubled 
with greate fwelling in the browes, a difeafe as 
incurable as the goute. Some fliall bee troubled 
with the ftone, and feeke to cunning women to 
cure them of that difeafe, an infirmitie eafllie 
amended, and the doftors of Bridewell did not 
punifli fuch women Phifitians by a Statute. But 
the greateft difeafe that is to bee feared, is the 
Cataphalufie, that is to faie, good fellowes this 
yeere for want of money fliall oft times be 
contentcd to part companie. 
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And / thus (gentle reader) thou haft my pro- 
gnoftication, gathered by arte, and confir- 
med by experience, and therefore take it 
in good worth, for ^od gra- 
tis gratis and fo 
farewell. 



FINIS. 



N. H. 
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NOTE. 

Mr. J. Pajrne G)llier's reprint of "Strânge Ncwes" (1592*3) swarms 
with errors. His Copyist must have served him anasoally badly. Our 
exemplar is from the Huth Library : 45 leaves unpaged, A a — ^M 2. — G. 
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of both your Jpeciall enemieSy Small Beere and Gram- 
mer rules. 

It is noî vnknowne to report ^ what a famous potle- 
pot Patron you haue beene to olde Poets in your daieSy 
y how many pounds you haue/pent (andy as it were^ 
throwne into the fire) vpon the durt of wifedome 
called Alcumie : Teay / you are fuch an infinite 
Mecasnas to learned men^ that there is not that 
morjell of meat they can carue yoUy but you will eate 
for their JakeSy and accept very thankefully, Thinke 
noty though vnder corre5tion of your boone-companion- 
fJiipy I am dijpojd to be a little pleafanty I condemne 
you of anie immoderation either in eating or drinkingy 
for I know your gouernement and carriage to bee euery 
way CanonicalL Verilie^ verilie^ all poore Schollers 
acknowledge you as their patron^ prouiditore^ and 
Jupportery for there cannot a threedbare Cloake fooner 
peepe forthy but you ftrait prejfe it to bee an out- 
brother of your bountie : three decaied Student s you 
kept attending vpon you a long time, 

Shall I prefume to dilate of the grauitie of your 
round capy and your dudgion dagger? It is thought 
they wil make you be cald vpon fhortly to bee Alder- 
man of the Stilliard, And thats well remembred : 
I heard faiCy when this lafl Terme was remoued to 
Hartford, you fell into a greate ftudie and care by 
your fdfey to what place the Stilliard fijould be re- 
mooucd, I promife you truelie it was a deepe medi- 
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tatiotij ^ Juch as might well haue bejeemed Eldertons 
ţarliament of no/e s to haue fit vpon. 

A tauerne in London^ onelie vpon the motion^ 
mourned al in blache^ and forbare to girt hir temples 



N. II. 23 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 78 THE EPISTLE DEDICA TOR V. 

JVhat fais you^ Maifter Apis lapis, will you with 
your eloquence and credit Jhield me from carpen ? 
Haue you anie odde flireds of Latine to make this 
letter-munger a cockjcombe of? 

It ftands you in hande to arme your feîfe againft 
him ; for he Jpeaks againft Connicatchers^ and you 
are a Connicatcher^ as Connicatching is diuided 
into three parts^ the Verfer, the Setter, and the 
Barnacle. 

A Setter / am fure you are not ; for you are no 
Mufitian : nor a Barnacle ; for you neuer were of 
the order of the Barnardines : but the Verfer / can- 
not acquite you of for M. Vaux of Lambeth brings 
infore euidence of a breakefaft you wonne of him one 
morning at an vnlawful game cald riming. fVhat 
lies not in you to amend, plaie the Doftor and 
defend. 

A fellow that I am to talke with by and by^ being 
told that his Father was a Rope-maher, excufed the 
matter after this fort ; And hath neuer faint had 
reprobate to his Father ? Tîhey are his owne wordeSy 
hee cannot goe from / them. You fee heere hee makes 
a Reprobate and a Ropemaker voces conuertibiles, 
Go toOy take example by him to wafh out durt with 
inke, and run vp to the knees in the channelly if you 
bee once wetjhod. Tou are amongff graue DofforSy 
and men of iudgement in both Lawes euery daie : I 
pray^ afke them the queftion in my abfence^ whether 
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fuch a man as I haue deJcrtVd this Epiftler to he^ 
one that hath a good handjome pickerdeuanty and a 
prettie leg to ftudie the Ciuill Law withy that hath 
made many proper rimes of the olde cut in his daies^ 
and deferued infinitely of the Jiate by extolling him- 
felfe and his two brothers in euerie booke he writes : 
whether (Ifaie)fuch a famous pilier of the Preje^ 
now in the fourteenth or fifteenth yeare of the raigne 
of his Rhetorikej giuing mony to haue this his 
ii literat Pamphlet of Letters printed (whereas others 
haue monie giuen them tofuffer themfelues to come in 
Prinţ) it is not to hee counted as flat Jimonie^ and be 
liable to one and thefame penaltie ? 

I teii yoUy I mfane to trounce him after twentie in 
the hundredy and haue a bout with him with two 
flaues and a pike for this geare. 

If he get arrf thing by the bargaine, lette whatfo- 
euer I write hence-forward bee condemned to wrappe 
bumbaft in. 

Caroufe to me good lucke^ for I am refolutely bent ; 
the befi bloud of the brothers fhallpledge me in vineger. 
O would thou hadfi a quaffing boule^ whichy like 
Gawens fcull^ fhould containe a pecke^ that thou 
mightft fwappe off a hârtie draught to the fuccejfe of 
this voiage. 

By whatfoeuer thy vifage holdeth moft pretious I 
befeech thee^ by lohn Uzaxts foule^ and the blew Bore 
in the Spittle, I coniure thee^ to draw out thy purfe^ 
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and gius me nothing j for the dedication of my Fam- 
phlet. 

Thou art a goodfellow I knoWy and hadft rather 
fpend ieafls than monte. Lei it be the tafke of thy 
beft tearmeSy to fafeconduS tfUs booke through the 
enemies countrey. 

Proceede to cherifb thy furpaffing carminicall arte 
of memorie with full cuppes (as thou doft): Ui 
Chaucer bee new fcourd againft the day of battaile^ 
and Terencc come but in nowe and then with the 
fnuffe of a fentence^ and Didlum pută, Weele ftrike 
it as dead as a doore naile ; Haud teruntii eftimo. 
ff^e haue cattes meate and dogges meate inough for 
thefe mungrels. Howeuer I write merrilie, I loue 
and admire thy pleafant wittie humor, which no care 
or crojfe can make vnconuerfable. Stil bee confiant 
to thy content, loue poetry, hate pedantifme. Vade, 
vale, caue ne titubes, mandataq ; frangas. 

Thine intirely, 

Tho. Nafhe./ 
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might thinke I had little to attend, if I (hould 
goe about to vnloofe them with my penne. 

I / cannot teii how it comes to paiTe, but in 
thefe UI eide daies of ours, euery man delights 
with Ixion to beget children of clouds, digge for 
Pearles in dunghils, and wreft oyle out of iron. 

Poore Pierce Pennilejfe haue they tumd to a 
coniuring booke, for there is not that line in it, 
with which they doo not feeke to raife vp a 
Ghoft, and, like the hog that conuerts the fixth 
part of his meate into briftels, fo haue they 
conuerted fixe parts of my booke into bittemes. 

Aretine^ in a Commedie of his, wittily com- 
plaineth that vpftart Commenters, with their 
Annotations and glofes, had extorted that fenfe 
and Morali out of Petrarchy which if Petrarch 
were aliue, a hundred Strappadoes might not make 
him confefle or fubfcribe too ; So may I complaine 
that rafh heads, vpftart Interpreters, haue extorted 
& rakte that vnreuerent meaning out of my lines, 
which a thoufand deaths cannot make mee ere 
grant that I dreamd off. 

To them that are abufed by their owne iealous 
coUeâions, and no determined trefpaflfe of mine, 
this aduice, by the way of example, will I giue. 

One comming to Dodour Perne on a, time, 
and telling him that hee was miferably raild on 
fuch a day in a Sermon in Saint Maries in Cam- 
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bridge^ I but quoth he, (in his puling manner 
of fpeaking) did he name me, did he name me ? 
I warrant you, goe and afke him, and hee will 
fay he meant not mee; So they that are vn- 
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ftraw, but hee muft plucke a wheate fheafFe in 
pieces, Intelligendo faciunt vt nihil intelligant. 

What euer they be that thus perfecute Art 
(as the Alcumifts are faid to perfecute Nature) I 
would wifh them to abate the edge of their wit, 
and not grinde their colours fo harde: hauing 
founde that which is blacke, let them not, with 
our forenamed Gold-falfifiers, feeke for a fubftance 
that is blacker than black, or angle for frogs in 
a cleare fountaine. 

From the admonition of thefe vncurteous mis- 
confterers, I come to T*he kilcow champion of the 
three brethren\ he forfooth wil be the firft that 
fhal giue Pierce Penilejfe a non placet. 

It is not inough that hee bepift his credite, 
about twelue yeeres ago, with Three proper and 
wit tie familiar letters^ but ftill he muft be running 
on the letter^ and abufing the Queenes Englifh 
without pittie or mercie. 

Bee / it knowne vnto you (Chriftian Readers) 
this man is a foreftaller of the market of fame, 
an ingrofter of glorie, a mountebancke of ftrange 
wordes, a meere marchant of babies and conny- 
flcins. 

Hold vp thy hand, G. H., thou art heere 
indited for an incrocher vpon the fee-fimple of 
the Latin, an enemie to Carriers, as one that takes 
their occupation out of their hands, and doft 
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nothing but tranfport letters vp and downe in 
thy owne commendation, a confpiratour and prac- 
tifer Xo make Printers rich, by making thyfclfe 
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candle, becaufe in my Alphabet of Idiots I had 
ouer / flcipt the Hs, what could I doe but draw 
vppon him with my penne, and defende my felfe 
with it and a paper buckler as well as I might. 

Say, I am as verie a Turke as hee that three 
yeeres ago ranne vpon ropes, if euer I fpeld eyther 
his or anie of his kindreds name in reproch, before 
hee barlct againft mee as one of the enemies of 
the Lambe of God^ and fetcht alluHons out of 
the Buttery to debafe mee, 

Heere beginneth the fray. I vpbraid godly 
predication with his wicked conuerfation, I fquirt 
inke into his decayed eyes with iniquitie to mend 
their difeafed fight, that they may a little better 
defcend into my fchollerfhip and leaming. The 
Ecclefiafticall duns, inftead of recouery, waxeth 
ftarke blind thereby (as a prcferuative to fome, 
is poyfon to others) : hee gets an olde Fencer, 
his brother, to be reuenged on me for my Phificke; 
who, flourifhing about my eares with his two 
hand fworde of Oratory and Poetry, peraduenture 
fhakes fome of the ruft of it on my flioulders, 
but otherwife ftrikes mee not but with the 
fhadowe of it, which is no more than a flappe 
with the falfe fcabberd of contumelie: whether am 
I in this cafe to arme my felfe againft his intent of 
iniurie, or fitte ftill with my finger in my mouth, 
in hope to bec one of fimplicities martyrs ? 
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A queft of h 
vppon it, and if 
armes or of ale, 1 
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The foure Letters Confuted. 



^ 



ABRIEL^ and not onely Gabriel^ but 
GabrieliJ/ime Gabriel^ no Angell but 
Angelos, id eft, Nuntius^ a Fawne- 
gucft Meflengcr twixt Maiftcr Bird 
and Maiftcr Demetrius : Behold, 
here ftands he that will make it good, on thy 
foure Letters bodie, that thou art a filthy vaine 
foole. Thy bookc I commend; as very well 
printed: and like wondrous well, becaufe all men 
diflike ît. 

I agree with thee that thcre are in it /ome 
tnaiters of note^ for thcre are a great many bare- 
foote rimes in it, that goe as iumpe as a Fiddle, 
with euery ballet-makers note : and if according 
to their manner, you had tun'd them ouer the 
head, it had becne nere the worfe, for by that 
meanes you might haue had your name chaunted 
in euery corner of the ftreete, then the which 
there can be nothing more melodioujlie addouUe to 
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your deuine Entelechy, O they would haue trowld 
ofFbrauely to the tune of O man in Defperatioriy 
and, like Marenzos Madrigals, the mournefuU 
note naturally haue afFefted the miferable Dittie. 
Doe you knowe your owne mifbegotten bodgery 
Entelechy / and addoulce ? With thefe two Her- 
mophrodite phrafes, being halfe Latin and halfe 
Englifh, haft thou puid out the very guts of the 
inkehorne. 

LETTERS. 

To all curteous mindes that will vouchjafe the reading. 
Comment. 
In their abfence, this be deliuered to Megge 
Curtis in Shorditch, to ftop muftard pots with. 

T*he particular Content s. 

L. Â Preface to courteous mindes, 

C. As much to fay as Proface, much good do it 
you, would it were better for you. 

L. A Letter to M. Emanuel Demetrius, with a 
fonnet thereto annexed. 

C. That is, as it were a purgation vpon a vomit, 
bulkins vpon pantophles. 

L. A Letter to M. Bird. 

C. Or little matter wrapt vp in many words. 

L. A Letter to eucrie fauorable and indifferent 
Re ader. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONFUTED. X91 

C. Id eft^ An exhortation to all Readers, that 
they ftiall reade nothing but his works. 

L, Another letter to the Jame^ extorted after the 
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hee likewife was a ftumbling blocke in his way. 
(Penurie not long tarries after pride ; pray all the 
ropes in Saffron Walden that I do not prophefie). 
Amen, Amen, quoth M. Bird and M. Demetrius. 

Hee forbeares to fpeake much in this place of the 
one or the other, becauje his letters are more forward 
to accuje them than their owne books to condemne 
them ; yet for a touch by the way, hee talks that 
Greene is no liuerey / for this winter, // is pitifully 
blafted and faded in euerie meade^ by the ftrong 
breath of his barbarifme. 

Hee hath a twitch at Pier ce PennileJJe too, at 
the parting ftile, and tearms him the Deuils Orator 
by profejftony and his Dames Poet by praSii/e : 
wherein mee thinks (the furreuerence of his works 
not impaired) he hath verie highly ouerfhotte 
himfelfe: for no more is Pierce Pennilejfe to be 
cald the Deuils Orator for making a Supplication 
to the Deuill, than hee is to bee helde for a 
Rhethoritian, for fetting foorth Gabrielis Scuruei 
Rhetor^ wherein hee thought to haue knockt out 
the braines of poore Tullies Orator^ but in veritie 
did nothing elfe, but gather a flaunting vnfauory 
fore-horfe nofegay out of his well furnifhed 
garland. 

The aduancemet of the Deuils Oratorihip, which 
he afcribeth to Pierce Pennilejfe^ me thinks had 
beene a fit place for his Doftorfhip, when hee mift 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONFUTED. 193 

the Oratorfhtp of the Vntuerfitie, of which in the 
fequele of hts booke, he moft flanderoufly com- 
plaineth. Doftor Feme^ Greene^ no dead man he 
fpareth. 

What he fhould Jubaudi by his 'Dames Poet^ I 
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foule to faue, till this day in all my life, with 
tongue nor penne, did I euer in the leaft worde or 
tittle derogate from the Dodor. If his brother 
(without any former prouocation on my part, God 
is my witnefle) rayld on me groflely, exprefly 
namde mee, compard me to Martin^ indeuord to 
take from mee all eftimation of Arte or witte, 
haue I not caufe to beftirre mee? 

Gabrielly I will beftirre mee, for all lilce an 
Alehoufe Knight, thou crau'ft of lujiice to do thee 
reafon ; as for impudencie and calumny, I returne 
them in thy face, that, in one booke of tenne (heets 
ot paper, haft publifhed aboue two hundred lies. 
Had they been wittie lies, or merry lies, they 
would neuer haue greeu'd mee : but palpable lies, 
damned lies, lies as big as one of the Guardes 
chynes of beefe, who can abide? 

Ile make thee of my counfaile, becaufe I loue 
thee (not) : when I was in Cambridge, and but a 
childe, I was indifFerently perfwaded of thee : mee 
thought by thy apparell and thy gate, thou fhouldft 
haue beene a fine fellow : Little did I fufped that 
thou wert brother to Io. Posan (whom inwardly I 
alwaies grudgd at for writing againft jlrijiotle) or 
any of the Hs of Hempehall, but a Caualier of a 
clean contrary houfe : now thou haft quite fpoild 
thy felfe, from the foote to the/head I can teii 
how thou art faftiioned. 
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T^eterrime frater^ and not fraterrime frater^ maift 
thou vene woflilly exclaime, for in helping him, 
thou haft crackt thy credit through the ring, made 
thy infamie currant as farre as the Queenes coyne 
goes. 

But it may be thou haft a fider cloke for this 
quarrell : thou wilt obiedl, thy Father was abufd, 
& that made thee write. What, by mec, or 
GreenCj or both? 
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my teeth, I would foorthwith haue writ in praife 
of Ropemakers, & prou*d it by foud fiUogiftry to 
be one of the 7 liberal fciences. 

Somewhat I am priuie to the caufe of Greenes 
inueighing againft the three brothers. Thy hot- 
fpirited brother Richard (a notable ruffian with 
his pen) hauing firft tooke vpon him in his 
blundring Perftual^ to play the lacke of both 
fides twixt Marti7i and vs, and fnarld priuily at 
Pap-hatchet^ Pqfquill^ & others, that oppofde / 
themfelues againft the open flaunder of that 
mightie platformer of Atheifme, prefently after 
dribbed forth another fooles boit, a booke I 
fhoulde fay, which he chriftened The Lambe of 
God. 

That booke was a learned booke, a labourd 
booke ; for three yere before he put it in prinţ, 
he had preacht it all without booke. 

I my felfe haue fome of it in a booke of Sermons 
that my Tutor at Cambridge made mee gather 
euery Sunday. Then being very yoong, I counted 
it the abiec5left and frothieft forme of Diuinitie that 
came in that place. Now more confirmed in age 
and Art, I confirme my ill opinion of it. 

Neither do I vrge this, as if it were a hainous 
thing for a man to put fermons in prinţ after hee 
preacht them, but obferue the proud humor of the 
pert Didimus, that thinks nothing he fpeakes but 
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deferues to be put in prinţ, and fpeakes not that 
fentence in the Pulpit, which before he rough- 
hewes not ouer with his penne. Befides, I taxe 
him for turning an olde coate (like a Broker) and 
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thou haft done, he would haue made thee an 
example of ignominy to all ages that are to come, 
and driuen thee to eate thy owne booke butterd, 
as I fawe him make an Apparriter once in a Tauem 
eate his Citation, waxe and all, very handfomly 
feru*d twixt two difhes. 

Out vppon thee for an arrant dog-killer, ftrike 
a man when he is dead ? 

So Hares may puii dead Lions by the beards. 

Memorandum. I borrowed this fentence out of 
a Play. The Theater Poets hali, hath many more 
fuch prouerbes to perfecute thee with, becaufe 
thou haft fo fcornefully derided their profeflion, 
and defpitefully maligned honeft fports. 

Before I vnbowell the leane Carcafe of thy book 
any further, He drinke one cup of lambswool to the 
Lambe of God and his enemies. 

In the firft foure leaues of it, I haue fingled out 
thefe Godly and fruitfull obferuations. 

Noble Lordy I doe it euen upon former premiJfeSy 
not for any fuîure con/equents. 

My booke is not worthy of Jo honorable Jpecialitie 
as your Patronage. 

I will not projecute it with Theological peculiarSy 
but f rom the mouth of the Jword IJpeake^ iăc. 

The hearts of the wicked pant^ their Jpirits faile 
themy they / may well caii for butter out of a Lordlie 
dijlu 
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You that bee gentle Readers, doc you not laugh 
at this Lawiers englifh of former premijjes and 
future conjequents ? 

O finicalitic, your patronages Jţeciallitie^ but if 
hc profecute it with Theologicall peculiars^ we muft 
needs thruft him inter oues et boues iâ reliqua ţecora 
campi. 

From the mouth of the fword I fpcake tt, that 
butter out of a Lordly dijh is but lewd diet for the 
Pulpit. 

But this is not halfe the littour of incke- 
homifme, that thofe foure pages haue pigd. I 
muft teii you of the Olfonarium of Ramus, the 
Sefquiamus of PhrigiuSj the Carthujianifme of 
Gulielmus Rikel, of Annahy Diaries, ChronologieSy 
6f Tropologicall Jchoolemen^ the Abetilis of the 
Mthiopians or Pretoionnans^ of Gulielmus minatenfis^ 
fcf S. Ierome allegorizedy JbdiaSy Lyra^ Gryfon^ Porta^ 
Pantaleon. 

AU which hee reckons vp to make the world 
beleeue he hath read much, but alleadgcth nothing 
out of them: Nor, I thinke, on my confcience, 
euer read or knew what they meane, but he hath 
ftole them by the wholefale out of fome Bookfellers 
Catalogue, or a table of traftats. 

Here are fome of his profounde Annotations: 
lacob tooke Leah,/(?r his bedfellow in the darke by 
night, injieede of Rachell, whereby I learne to buy 
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my wife candle to goe to bed withall^ and admit her 
not by darkej but by light. 

lacob was deceiued by Labans words : crgo, 
Obligations are better than bils^ and we muft belieue 
no man, except he will waxe and multiplic in words^ 
and caii inke 6f parchment to witnes. 

lacob laide pilled rods with white ftrakes in the 
watring places of the Jheepe^ whereby I note that in 
carnal mixture j the Jenjes are opened. 

ludge you that be Fathers of the Church, 
whether this be fit matter to edifie or no. 

It was not for nothing brother Richard, that 
Greene told you you kift your Parifhioners wiues 
with holy kiffes, for you that wil talk of opening 
the Jenjes by carnal mixture (the very aft of lecherie) 
in a Thcological Treatife, and in the Pulpit, I am 
afraide, in a priuater place you will praftife as 
much as you fpeake : Homines rarOy niji male locuti, 
male faciunt, Olet hircum, olet hircum, anie modeft 
care would abhorre to heare it. 

Farewell vncleane Vicar, and God make thee an 
honeft man, for thou art too baudy for mee to 
deale withall. 

It followes in the Text, 

To my verie good friend Maifter Emanuell 
Demetrius. 

This letter of M. Bird to M. Demetrius^ fhould 
feeme, by aU reference or collation of ftiles, to 
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bce a Letter which M. Birds fecretarie, DoStour 
Gabrielly tndited for htm in his owne praife, and 
got him to fette his hand to when he had done. 
Or rather, it is no letter, but a certificate (fuch as 
Rogues haue) from the head man of the Parifti 
where hee was borne, that GabrieU // an excellent 
generali Scholler^ and his Father of good behauiour. 

We will not beleeue it except wee fee the 
Towne feale fette to it: but, fay wee fhould 
beleeue it, what doth it make for thee? Haue 
the Townesmen of Safran Waldon euer heard thee 
preach, that they fhould commend thee for an 
excellent generali fchoUer? or (becaufe thou pro- 
feffeft thy felf a Ciuilian) haft thou foUicited any 
of their caufes in the bawdy Courtes therabouts ? 
If not, go your wayes a dolt as you came : Maifter 
l Bir des Letter fhall not repriue you from the 
ladder. 

But Veluet-breeches and Cloth-breeches (by the 
iudgement of the beft man of none of the leaft 
towns in Eflcx) is a fantafticall and fond Dialogue^ 
and one of the moft licentious intollerable inueifiues 
that euer hee read. 

Why? 

In it is abufed an auneient neighbour of his. 

How is he abufed ? 

In ftead of his name, hee is called by the craft 
hee gets his liuing with. 

N. II. 26 
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He hath borne office in Walden aboue twentie yere 
fince {hoc ejl^ had the keeping of the Towne ftocke> 
alias the ftocks) Ergo he is no Rope-maker. 

He hath maintaind foure Jonnes at Cambridge ; 
Ergo Greene is a lewd fellow to fay he gets his 
liuing backward. 

Three of his Jonnes vniverjally ridiculoujlie reputed 
of (for inamoratos on their owne works) in both 
Vniuerfities and the whole Realme. The fourth is 
fhrunke in the wetting, or elfe the Prinţ (houlde 
haue heard of him. 

One of the three (whom the ^ip entitles the 
Phyfition) returning ficke from Norwitch to Linne 
in Julie laji^ was paft writing any more Almanackes, 
before Greene ere imagined God had thought fo 
well of him to take him to him. 

Liuor poji fata quie/cat. Mother Liuers of 
Newington is a better fortune-teller than he was 
a Phifition. 

A / Da(h through the Dudgen Sonnet againft 
Greene. 

Put vp thy fmiter O gentle Peter, 
Author and halter make but ill meeter. 

I fcorne to anfwer thy mifhapen rime : 

Blocks haue cald fchoUers bayards ere this time. 

I wouid trot a falfe gallop through the reft of 
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his ragged Verfes, but that \î I fhould retort his 
rime dogrell aright, I muft make my verfes (as he 
doth his) run hobling like a Brewers Cart vpon 
the ftones, and obferue no length in their feete ; 
whîch were abjurdum fer abjurdius^ to infeâ: my 
vaine with his imitation. 

The Analafis of the whole is this: an olde 
mechanical meeter-munger would faine raile, if 
he had anie witte. If Greene were dogge-Jicke 
and brain-ficke^ fure he (poore fecular Satirift) 
is dolt-ficke and brainleffe, that with the tooth- 
leffe gums of his Poetry fo betuggeth a dead 
man. 

But I cannot be induced to beleue a graue man 
of his fort fhould be fo rauingly bent : when all 
comes to all, jhorteft vowels and longeft mutes will 
bewray it to bee a webbe of your owne loomes, 
M. Gabriel : you mute foorth many fuch phrafes 
in the courfe of your booke, which I will point at 
as I pafle by. 

I will not robbe you of your due conmiendation 
in anything : in this Sonnet you haue counterfeitcd 
the ftile of the olde Vice in the Morals, as right vp 
and downe as may be. 

Let. Greene^ the ConnycatcheVy of this dreame the 
author^ 
For his daintie deui/e dejerueth the hauter. 
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Vice. I Hey nan anon fir, foft let me make water, 
Whip it to go, Ile kiffe my maifters daughter. 
Turn diddy, turn da, falangtc do diddle: 
Sol la me fa fol, conatus in fiddle. 

I am afraide your DoUors fart will fall out to be 
a fatali foyft to your breeches, if we foUowe you 
at the hard heeles as we haue begun. 

Thou fhalt not breath a whit, trip and goe, 
tume oucr a ncw leafe. 

Maifter Bird, in the abjence of M. Demetrius. 
Perge porro. Ifound his wife curteous : barlady 
fir, but this is fufpitious. 

A woman is well holpen vp that does you any 
curtefîe in the abfence of her hufband, when you 
cannot keepe it to your felfe, but you mufl blab it 
in prinţ. 

If it were any othcr but Mifbis Demetrius 
(whome I haue heard to be a modefl fober woman, 
and indued with many vertues) I would play vpon 
it a litle more. In regard that fhee is fo, I for- 
beare ; and craue pardon in that I haue fpoken fb 
much. 

Yet would I haue her vnderfland how well the 
generali Jcholler her guefl, hath rewarded hir for 
his kind entertainment, by bringing her name in 
queflion in prinţ. 

M. Bird and Demetrius^ I knowe neither of 
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you by fight, but this Ile fay, being of that welth 
you are, you had bettcr haue fpent a great deale 
of mondy, than come in the mouth of this bafe 
companion. 

What reaibn haue I (feeing your names fub- 
fcribed as his bolfterer, in a matter of defame that 
conccmes mee) but to go through ftitch with you, 
as weU as him ? 

He thinks to ouer-beare vs as poore beggers with 
the / great oftentation of your rich acquaintance. 

Lette all Noblemen take heede how they giue 
this Thra/o the leaft becke or countenance, for 
if they beftowe but halfe a glaunce on him, hele 
ftraight put it verie fblemnly in prinţ, and make it 
ten times more than it is. 

Ile teii you a merry ieaft. 

The time was when this Timothie Tiptoes made 
a Latine Oration to hcr Majeftie. Her Highn'es 
as fhe is vnto all her fubiefts moft gratious : fo to 
fchoUers fhe is more louing and aflfable than any 
Prince vnder heauen. In which refpedl, of her 
owne vertue and not his defert, it pleafed hir fb to 
humble the height of hir iudgment, as to grace 
him a little whiles he was pronouncing, by thefe 
or fuch like tearmes. Tis a good fretie fellow^ a 
lookes like an Italian^ and after hee had concluded, 
to caii him to kiffe her royall hand. Herevppon 
he goes home to his ftudie, all intraunced, and 
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writes a whole volume of Verfes ; firft, D<? vultu 
Itali^ of the countenance of the Italian ; and then 
T)e ojculo manuSy of his kiiTing the Queenes hande. 
Which two Latin poems he publifht in a booke 
of his cald yEdes Valdinenjes^ proclaiming thereby 
(as it were to England Fraunce, Italie and Spaine) 
what fauour hee was in with her Maieftie. 

I difmifie this Parenthefis^ and come to his next 
bufinejfe : which indeede is his firft bufinefle : for 
tyll Greene awakte him out of his felfe admiring 
contemplation, hee had nothing to doe but walke 
vnder the Ewe tree at Trinitie hali, and fay : 

What may I caii this tree, an Ewe tree, O bonny Ewe tree, 
Needes to thy boughs will bow this knee, and văile my bonnetto. 

Or / make verfes of weathercocks on the top of 
fteeples, as he did once of the weathercocke of 
Alhallows in Cambridge : 

O thou weathercocke that stands on the top of the church of 

Alhallows, 
Come thy waies down if thou darst for thy crowne, and take 

the wall on vs. 

O Heathenifh and Pagan Hexamiters, come thy 
waies down fro thy Do^ourJJiipy & learne thy 
Primer of Poetry ouer again, for certamly tny pen 
is in ftate of a Reprobate with all men of iudge- 
ment and reckoning. 

Come thy waies down from thy Dodourftiip, 
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faid I? Erraui demens^ thou neuer wenft vp to 
it yet. 

Fie on hypocrifîc and Diflîmulation, that men 
fhould make themfelues better than they are ! 

Alas a Gods wiU, thou art but a plaine moth- 
caten Maifter of Art, and ncuer pollutedft thy 
felfe with any plaiftric or dawbîng of Doftourfliip. 

Lift Pauls Churchyard (the perufer of euerie 
mans works, & Exchange of all Authors), you 
are a many of you honcft fellows, and fauour men 
of wit. 

So it is that a good Gowne and a well pruned 
paire of mouftachios, hauing ftudied fixteene ycare 
to make thirtecne ill englifh Hexameters, came to 
the Vniverfity Court regentium 6f non^ to fue for a 
commiflion to carry two faces in a hoode : they not 
vfing to deny honour to any man that deferued it, 
bad him pcrforme all the Schollerlike ceremonies 
and difputatiue right appertaining thereto, and he 
ihould bee inftalled. 

Noii me tangere : he likt none of that. 

A ftripling that hath an indiflferent prety ftocke 
of reputation abroade in the worlde already, and 
fome credit amongft his neighbours, as he thinketh, 
would be / loth to ieoperd all at one throwe at the 
dice. 

If hee fhould haue difputed for his degree, dis- 
cended in arenam iâ puluerem Philojophicum^ and 
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haue been foild, Aih me quoth Wit in lamentable 
Jort^ what fhould haue become of him ? hee might 
haue beene fhot through ere hee were aware, with 
a Sillogifme. 

No point, ErgOy it were wifely done of goodman 
Boores fonne, if he fhould goe to the warres for 
honor, and returne with a wodden legge, when he 
may buy a Captainefhip at home better cheape. 

Pumps and PantofleSy becaufe they were well 
blackt and gliftered iolly frefhly on it, being rubd 
ouer with inke, had their grace at length to be 
Doftour, Ea legây that they fhould do their afts 
(that is, performe more than they were able). 

Curfl be the rime that euer there were any 
obligations made with conditions, Vnde habeas 
quarit nemOy Jed oportet habere^ Howe Dorbell 
comes to bee Doftour none afks, but Doftour hee 
mufl bee to make him right worfhipfuU. 

Afts are but idle wordes, and the Scripture 
faith, wee mufl giue account for euery idle word. 

Pumps and Pantofles fweare they will iet away 
with a cleare confcienCe at the daie of iudgement, 
and therfore do no Afts, giue no ofFence with idle 
words, onelie like a Hauke Iet flie at a Partridge, 
that tumes the taile and betakes her to a walnut- 
tree, fo to Oxford they trudge, hauing their grace 
ad di/putandumy and there are confîrmed in the 
fame degree they tooke at Cambridge : which is 
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as if a Prentiie heere in London, as foone as hee 
is enrould, fhould runne to fome fuch Towne as 
Ipfwich, and there craue to haue his Freedome 
confirmd as of London : which, in truth is / no 
Freedome, becaufe hee hath not feru'd out his 
prentifliip. 

Truft mee not for a dodkin, if there bee not all 
the Doftourfhip hee hath, yet will the infolent 
incke worme write himfelfe Right worfhipfull of 
the Lawes, and perfonate this man and that man, 
calling him my good friend Maifter Do£lour at 
euery word. 

DoAour or no Doftour, Greene Jurfeted not of 
pickled hearingy but of exceeding feare of his Fami- 
liar Epiftles. 

Hee offred in his extreameft want twentie Jhillings 
to the Printer to leaue out the matter of the three 
brothers. 

Haud facile credoy I am fure the Printer beeing 
of that honeftie that I take him for, will not 
affirme it. 

Marry this I muft fay, there was a leamed 
DoAour of Phificke (to whom Greene in his 
ficknefTe fent for counfaile) that hauing read ouer 
the booke of Veluetbreeches and Clothbreeches, and 
laughed merrilie at the three brothers legend, wild 
Green in any cafe either to mittigate i^ or leaue it 
out : Not for any extraordinarie account hee made 
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of thc fratcmîtie of fooles, but for one of thcm 
was procceded in the fame facultie of phificke 
hee profeft, and willinglie hee would hauc none 
of that excellent calling ill fpoken off. 

This was the caufe of thc altring of i^ the fearc 
of his Phifitions difpleafure, and not anie fearc elfe. 

I keepe your con/cious minJe, with all other odde 
ends of your halfe fac'd englifh, till thc fîill con- 
clufion of my bookc, wherc in an honorable InJex 
they fhall be placcd according to their degree and 
fegnioritie. 

Wee / are to vexe you mightely for plucktng 
Elderton out of the afhes of his Ale, and not letting 
him inioy his nappie mufe of ballad making to 
himfelfe, but now, when he is as dead as dead 
beerc, you muft bec finding fault with the brewing 
of his meeters. 

Hough Thomas Delone, Phillip Stubs^ Robert 
ArmiHy &c., your father Elderton is abufd. Re- 
uenge, reuenge on courfe paper and want of 
matter, that hath moft facriligioufly contaminated 
the diuine fpirit & quinteflence of a penny a quart. 

Helter (kelter, fearc no colours, courfe him, 
trounce him, one cup of perfeft bonauenture licour 
will infpire you with more wit and SchoUerftiip 
than hee hath thruft into his whole packct of 
Lettcrs. 

You that bec lookers on, pcrhaps imagine I 
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talke like a meny man, and not in good earneft, 
when I fay that Eldertons ghoft and Gabriel are 
at fuch ods: but thcn you knowe nolfcîng, for 
there hath beene a monftrous emulation twixt 
Elderton and him rime out of mind. Yea, they 
were riuals in riming foure ycare before the grcat 
froft. Hee exprcflely writ againft him, 1580, In 
his fliort but /harpe and learned iudgement of Earth- 
quakes. 

Broomc boyes, and comecutters, (or whatfoeuer 
trade îs more contemptible) come not in his way, 
ftand fortie foote from the execution place of his 
furie, for elfe in the full tide of his ftandifh, he 
will carne your occupations handfmooth out of 
towne before him, befmeare them, drowne them : 
downe the riuer they goe Priuily to the Ile of 
Dogges with his Pamphlets. 

O it is a peftilent libeller againft beggers : hee 
meanes fhortly to fet foorth a booke cald his 
Paraphrafe vpon Paris Garden, wherein hee will 
fo tamper / with the interpreter of the Puppîts, 
and betoufe Harry of Tame and great Ned, that 
Titmsjhall not vpbraid Caius with euerie thing and 
nothing nor Zoylus anie more flurt Homer, nor 
ThtTfite& fling at Agamemnon. 

HoUa, holla, holla, flurty flingy what reafty 
Rhetoricke haue we here? certes, certes, brother 
hoddy doddjfy yoUr penne is a coult by cockes body. 
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As touching the libcrrie of Orators and Poets, 
I will conferre with thee fomcwhat grauely, al- 
though thou beeft a gooie-cappe and haft no 
iudgement. 

A libertie they haue thou fayft, but no liberty 
without boundSy no licence without limitation. 

lefu what mifter wonders doft thou teii us? 
euery thing hath an end, and a pudding hath two. 

That libertiây Poets of late in their inueSHues 
haue exceeded: thcy hauc borne their fword vp 
where it îs not lawfuU for a poynado that is but 
tKe page of prowcfle, to intermeddle. 

Thou bringft in Mother Hubbard for an inftance. 
Go no further, but hcre confefle thy fclfe a flat 
nodgcombe before all this congregation ; for thou 
haft dealt by thy friend as homely as thou didft by 
thy father. 

Who publikely accufde or of late brought 
Mother Hubbard into qucftion, that thou fhouldft 
by rehearfall rekindle againft him the fparkes of 
difpleafure that were quenched? 

Forgot he the purejanguine of his Fairy ^eene, 
fayft thou ? 

A purefanguine fot art thou, that in vainc-glory 
to haue Spencer known for thy friend, and that 
thou haft fome intereft in him, cenfereft him worfe 
than his deadlieft enemie would do. 

If / any man were vndeferuedly toucht in it. 
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thou haft reuiued his difgrace that was fo toucht 
in i^ by renamîng i^ when it was wom out of al 
mens mouths and minds. 

Befides, whereas before I thought it a made 
matter of ibme malitious moralizers againft him, 
and no fubftance of flaunder in truth, now, when 
thou (that proclaimeft thy felfc the only familiar 
of his bofome, and therefore (houldft know his 
fecretes) giues it out in prinţ that hc oucrfliotte 
himfelfe thcrein ; it cannot chufe but be fufpefted 
to be fo indeed. 

Immortall Spencer^ no frailtie hath thy fame, 
but the imputation of this Idiots friendftiip : vpon 
an vnfpotted Pega/us fhould thy gorgeous attired 
Fayrie Slueene ride triumphant through all reports 
dominions, but that this mud-bom bubble, this 
bile on the browe of the Vniuerfitie, this bladder 
of pride newe blowne, challengeth fome intereft in 
her profperitie. 

Of pitch who hath any vfe at all, fhall be abufd 
by it in the end. 

High graflc that floriftieth for a feafon on the 
houfe toppe, fadeth before the harueft cais for it, 
and maye well make a fayre fhewe, but hath no 
fweetnefle in it. Such is this Afle in prefenti, this 
grofle painted image of pride, who would faine 
counterfeite a good witte, but fcorhfull pittie, his 
beft patron, knows it becomes him as ill, as an 
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vnweldy Elephant to imitate a whelpe in hîs 
wantonnes. 

I wote not how it fals out, but his inuention is 
ouerweapond ; he hath fomc good words, but hc 
cannot writhe them and tofle them to and fro 
nimbly, or fo bring them about, that hee maye 
make one ftreight thruft at his enemies face. 

Coldly and dully idem per idem^ who cannot 
indite ? but / with life and fpirit to limne deadnes 
it felfe, Hoc eft oratoris proprium. 

L. InueStiues by fauour haue heene too holde^ and 
Satires by vjurpation too prejumptuous. What plea- 
fure brings this to the reader? lacke of the Falcon 
in Cambridge can fay as much, and giue no reafon 
for it. 

But I can prompt you with a demonftration 
wherin Inueftiues haue been too bold. Do you 
remember what you writ in your Item for Earth- 
quakes, of double fac'd lanty changeable CamelionSy 
Afpen leaueSy painted (heathes^ and fepukherSy AJfes 
in Lions JkinneSy dunghill cockes^ flipperie eeles, 
dormi/e^ (^c. ? Befides your teftimoniall of Doc- 
tour Perney wherein it pleafed you, of your fîngular 
liberalitie and bountie, to beftowe vpon [him] this 
beautifull Encomium : — A bufie and dizzie heady a 
brazen foreheady a leaden braine^ a wodden witte^ a 
copper facey aftonie brefty afa£lious and eluijh hearty 
afounder of noueltieSy a confounder of his owne and 
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hts friendes good gifteSy a morning booke-wormey an 
afternoan malt-worme^ a right luglety as full of hts 
jfeightesy wileSyfetcheSy cafts of legerdemaine^ toyes to 
tnocke Apes withall^ odde Jhifts and knauifh praltifes^ 
as hisjkinne can holde. 

Notwithftanding all this, you defie^ cut and long- 
taiky that can accufe you of any fcandalous part 
either in word or deede. 

Tulfyy HoracCy Archilochus^ Ariftopttanes ^ Lucian^ 
Iulian^ AretinCy goc for no paimcnt with you: 
their declamatory ftiles, brpught to the grand teft 
of your iudgement, are found counterfeit, they are 
a venemous and viprous brood of railers^ becaufe 
they haue broght in a ncw kind of a quicke fight, 
which your decrepite flow-mouing capacitie cannot 
fadge with. 

Tufh, tufh, you take the graue peake vppon 
you too/much: who would think you could fo 
cafily fhake ofF your olde friendes ? Did not you 
in the fortie one Page, line 2, your Epiftles to 
Collin Clout vfe this fpeech? 

Extra iocum, I like your Dreames pajjing well: 
and the rather becaufe they fauor of that fingular 
extraordinary vaine and inuention which I euer 
fancied moft^ and in a manner admired onely in 
Lucian, Petrarch, Aretine, Pafquil. 

Dic fodes (godamercie on Dicke Sothis foule, for 
he was a better dauncer than thou art an enditer. 
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& with his legges he madc fome Muficke (there 
is none in thy letters) anfwcre mee briefly, I fay, 
to the point, haue I varied one vowell from thy 
originali text in this allegation ? If not, I cannot 
fee how the Doftours may well be reconcild, one 
while to commend a man becauje his writings 
Jauour of that fingular extraordinarie vaine, which 
he onely admired in Lucian, Petrarch, Aretine, 
PaTquil: and then in another booke afterward, 
to come and caii thofe fingular extraordinarie 
admired men a venemous and viperous hrood of 
railers. 

The auncienter fort of Poets and Oratours fhall 
plead their owne worthinefle. 

Tullie neuer ouerreached himfelf in railing fo 
much as in flattcrie. His Phillippicks (found 
Phyfick applide to a body that could not difgeft 
it) are the things that efpecially conimended him 
to this art-thriuing age of ours, and had not thefe 
beene, hee would certaincly haue becne fentenced 
by a generali verdit of hiftories for a tintierous 
time-pleafcr, 

Who cannot draw a curtaine before a dcformcd 
pifture? Plautus perfonated no Parafite, but he 
made him a flaue or a bondman. 

Fawning and croutching are the naturali ges- 
tures of/ feare, and if it bee a vertue for a vafTaile 
to licke a mans fhooes with his tongue, fure it is 
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but borrowed from the dogges ; and fo is biting 
too, if it bee accompanied with ouer lowd barking, 
or in fuch wife as it cannot pinch but it muft 
breake the fiefh and drawe bloud. 

Horace^ Per/euSy luvenally my poore iudgment 
lendeth you plentifuU ailowance of applaufe : yet 
had you, with the Phrigian melodie, that ftirreth 
men vp to battaile and furie, mixt the Dorian 
tune, that fauoreth mirth and pleafure, your vn- 
fugred pilles (howeuer excellently medicinable) 
would not haue beene fo harlh in the fwallowing. 
So likewife ArchilochuSj thou like the preachers 
to the Curtizans in Roome, that expound to them 
all Lawe and no Gofpell, art aU gali and no 
fpleene. Hence came it to pafle, that with the 
meere efficacie of thy incenfed lambicks^ thou 
mad'ft a man runne and hang himfelfe that had 
angerd thee. 

Thee I îmbrace Ariftophanes^ not fo much for 
thy Comoedie of the clowd, which thou wrotft 
againft philofophers, as for in al other thy inuen- 
tions thou interfufeft delight with reprehenfion. 

Luciafty Iulian^ Aretine^ all thrce admirably 
bleft in the abundant giftes of art and nature : 
yet Religion, which you fought to ruinate, hath 
ruinated your good names, and the oppofing of 
your eyes againft the bright funne, hath caufd 
the worlde condemne your fight in all other 
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thinges. I proteft, wcre you ought elfe but 
abhominable Athciftes, I would obftinately defende 
you, onely becaufe Laureate Gabriell articles againft 
you. 

This I will iuftifie againft any Dromidote Eirgonîft 
whatfoeuer, there is no other vnlafciuious vfe or 
end of /poetry, but to infamize vice, and mag- 
nific vertue, and that if they aflemble all the 
examples of verfe-foundcrs from Homer to Hugh 
Coplandy they fhall not find anie of them but hath 
encountred with the generali abufes of the times. 

Whatfoeuer harpeth not of one of thefe two 
ftrings of praife and reproofe, is as it were a 
Dirige in prickfong without anie dittie fet to it, 
that haply may tickle the eare, but neuer edifies. 

In the Romaine common-wealths it was lawful 
for Poets to reproue that enormitie in the higheft 
chairs of authoritie, which none elfe durft touch, 
alwaies the facred Maieftie of their Augujlus kept 
inuiolate: for that was a Plannet exalted aboue 
their Hexameter horizon, & it was capitali to 
them in the higheft degree to difpute of his 
fetting and rifing, or fearch inquifitiuely into his 
predominante and infiuence. 

The fecrets of God muft not be fearcht into. 
Kings are Gods on earth, their aftions muft not 
be founded by their fubiefts. 

SenecOy Neroes tutor, founde his death in no 
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verfe but Offauia. Impcrious Lucan fprinkled 
but one drop of bloud on his imperiali chayre, 
and perifht by him alfo. 

OuiJ once faw Auguftus in a place where he 
would not haue beene feene ; he was exilde pre- 
fently to thofe countries no happy man hears of. 

Long might hee, in a blinde Metamorphofis, 
haue playd vppon all the wenches in Roome, and 
regiftred their priuie fcapes, vpbrayded inhofpi- 
talitie with the fable of Licaon : alluded to fome 
Ambodexter Lawyer vnder the ftorie of Battus : 
haue defcribed a noted vnthrift, whofe fubftaunce 
hawkes and hounds haue deuoured, in the tale 
of ASleofiy that was eaten vp / by his owne 
dogges: mockt Alcumiftes with Midasi pifturde 
inamaratos vnder Narcijfus : and fhrouded a 
picked efFeminate Carpet Knight vnder the Ac- 
ţionate perfon of Hermophroditus ; with a thoufand 
more fuch vnexileable ouer-thwart merrimentes, if 
luft had not led him beyond the profpeft of his 
birth, or hee feene a meaner man fînning than an 
Emperour. 

San£la Măria ora pro nobiSy how hath my pen 
loft it felfe in a croude of Poets. 

Gafier lobbemoule^ once more well ouer-taken, 
how doft thou ? how doft thou ? holde vp thy 
heade, man, take no care : though Greene be dead, 
yet I may liue to doe thee good. 
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But hy the meanes of his death thou art depriued 
of the remedie in lawe^ which thou intendedft to haue 
againft him^ for calling thyfather Ropemaker. Mas, 
thatstrue: what adion will it beare? Nihil pro 
nihilo, none in law: what it will doe vpon the 
ftage I cannot teii ; for there a man maye make 
aftion befîdes his part, when he hath nothing at 
all to fay : and if there, it is but a clownifh aâion 
that it will beare : for what can bee made of a 
Ropemaker more than a Clowne? fVill Xempe^ 
I miftruft it will fall to thy lot for a merrimen^ 
one of thefe dayes. 

In fhort tcarmes, thus I demur vpon thy long 
Kentifti-tayld declaration againft Greene. 

Hee inherited more vertues than vices : a iolly 
long red peake, like the fpire of a fteeple, hee 
cheriftit continually without cutting, whereat a 
man might hang a lewell, it was io fharpe and 
pendant. 

Why fhould art anfwer for the infirmities of 
maners? Hee had his faultes, and thou thy 
foUyes. 

Debt and deadly finne, who is not fubied to ? 
With / any notorious crime I neuer knew him 
tainted ; (& yet tainting is no infamous furgerie 
for him that hath beene in fo many hote fkir- 
mifhes). 

A good fellowe hee was, and would haue drunke 
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with thec for more angels then the Lord thou 
libeldft on gaue thee in Chrifts ColUdge ; and in 
one yeare hee pift as much againft the walls^ as 
thou and thy two brothers fpent in three. 

In a night & a day would he haue yarkt vp a 
Pamphlet as well as in feauen yeare, and glad was 
that Printcr that might bee fo bleft to pay him 
deare for the very dregs of his wit. 

Hee made no account of winning credite by his 
workes, as thou doft, that doft no good workes, 
but thinkes to bee famofed by a ftrong faith of 
thine owne worthines : his onely care was to haue 
a fpel in his purfe to coniure vp a good cup of 
wine with at all times. 

For the lowfie circumftance of his pouerty 
before his death, and fending that miferable writte 
to his wife, it cannot be but thou lyeft, leamed 
Gabriell. 

I and one of my fellowes, H^ill Monox (Haft 
thou neuer heard of him and his great dagger ?) 
were in company with him a month before he 
died, at that fatali banquet of Rhenifh wine and 
pickled hearing (if thou wilt needs haue it fo) and 
then the inuentorie of his apparrell came to more 
than three fhillings (though thou faift the con- 
trarie). I know a Broker, in a fpruce leather 
ierkin with a great number of golde Rings on his 
fingers, and a bunch of keies at his girdle, fhall 
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giue you thirty fhillings for the doublet alone, if 
you can helpe him to it. Harke in your eare, 
hee had a very faire Cloake with fleeues, of a 
graue goofe turd greene; it would ferue you as 
fine as may bee : No more words if you bee wife, 
play the good hufband / and liften after it, you 
may buy it ten fhillings better cheape than it coft 
him. By S. Siluer, it is good to bee circumfpeft 
in cafting for the worlde, theres a great many ropes 
go to ten fhillings. If you want a greafy paire 
of filke ftockings alfo, to fhew yourfelfe in at the 
Court, they are to be had too amongft his moue- 
ables. Fruftra fit per plura quod fieri poteft per 
pauciora: It is policie to take a rich penniworth 
whiles it is ofFred. 

Alas euen his fellow writer^ that proper yoong man, 
almoil fcoms to cope with thee, thou art fuch a 
crow troden AfTe : doft thou in/ome re/peltes wifli 
him well and /pare his name? in fome refpefts fo 
doth hee wifh thee as well .? (Jioc efty to be as well 
knowne for a foole as my Lord Welles) and pro- 
mifeth by mc to talke very fparingly of thy praife. 
For thy name, hee will not ftoupe to plucke it out 
of the mire, and put it in his mouth. 

By this blefTed cuppe of facke which I now 
holde in my hand, and drinke to the health of all 
Chriften foules in, thou art a puifTant Epitapher. 

Yea ? thy Mufes foot of the twelues ; old long 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONFUTED. 223 

Meg of Weftminfter ? Then, I trowe thou wilt 
ftride ouer Greenes graue and not ftumble : If you 
doe, wee (hali come to your taking vp. 

Letter. 
Here lies the man whom Miftris Ifam cround with 

bays, 
She Jhe that ioyd to heare her nightingaUsJweete lays. 

Comment. 
Here Miftris IJam ; Gabriel floutes thy bays : 
Scratch out his eyes that printeth thy difpraife. 

She Jhe (he will fcratch, and like a fcritching 
night-owle come and make a difmal noife vnder 
thy chamber / windowe, for deriding her fo dun- 
ftically. A bigge fat lufty wench it is^ that hath 
an arme like an Amazon, and will bang thee 
abhominationly, if euer ftiee catch thee in her 
quarters. It is not your Poet Garijhy and your 
forehorje of the ţarijh that ftiall redeeme you from 
her fingers, but ftiee will make aSluall proofe of 
yoUy according as you defire of God in the vnder 
foUowing lines. 

The next weeke, Maifter Bird (if his inke-pot 
haue a cleare current) hee will haue at you with a 
cap-cafe full of French occurrences, that is, (hape 
you a mefle of newes out of the fecond courfe of 
his conceit, as his brother is faid out of the fabulous 
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abundance of his braine to haue inuented the 
newes out of Calabria {John Doletas prophefîe of 
flying dragons, commets, Earthquakcs, and inun- 
dafions). 

I am fure it is not yet worne out of mens fcom, 
for euery Miller made a comment of it, and not 
an oyfter wife but mockt it. 

When that fly-boat of Frenchery is once launcht, 
your trenchor attendant. Gămăliei Hobgoblifiy in- 
tends to tickle vp a Treatife of the barly kurnell, 
which you fet in your garden, out of which there 
fprung (as you auouched) twelue feuerall eares of 
come at one time. 

Redoubted Parma was neuer Jo matcht \î hee 
kindle the match of his meeterdome, and let driue 
at him with a voUey of verfes. Let not his prin- 
cipalitie truft too much to it, becaufe his name is 
Latin for a (hield ; for Foet Hobbinolly hauing a 
gallant wit and a brazen pennCy will honourably 
bethinke him^ and euen ambitioujly frame his ftile to 
a noble emulation of Liuie, Homer and the diuineft 
fpirites of all ageSy as hee hath done to the emu- 
lation of Tullie heeretofore, when hee com/piled a 
Pamphlet called Ciceronis Confolatio ad Dolobellanij 
and publilht it as a newe part of Tullie, which had 
bin hidde in a Wall a thoufand and odde yeares, 
and was found. out by him before it euer found 
beeing. 
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The circumftance was this ; going downe the 
water at Cambrîdge one fummer euening, and 
afking certaine queftions of the Eccho at Barnewell 
wall (as the manner is pafling by) holding her verie 
narrowly to the poynt, Ihe reuealed vnto him what 
a treafure (hee had hidden amongft her ftones ; 
namely, this new part of Gabrielis Ciceronis conjo- 
latio ad Dolobellam : and though Ihe was verie 
loath to difclofe it, yet becaufe Ihee knewe not 
how foone God might caii her; videlicety how 
fodainely (hee might fall ; to difcharge her con- 
fcience before her death, Ihee would deliuer it vp 
as freely vnto him as euer it was hers : come and 
digge for it, hee ftioulde haue it. Neuer more glad 
was Ihee in her life, that fince ftiee muft needes 
furrender it to the light, Ihe had chaunft vppon 
fuch a Cardinali Corrigidore of incongruitie, and 
Tullies nexte and immediate fucceflbur, vnder Carre^ 
to whofe carefuU repolifhing Ihe might commit it. 

Keepe it, quoth fhe ? 

No, if it were a booke of golde it is thine : 
reade it, new prinţ it, dedicate it from thy gallery 
at Trinifie Hali to whom thou wilt. 

Whether hee vide a fpade or a mattocke for the 
vnburying of it I know not, but extant it is, and 
of a hundred I haue heard that it is his. 

O Gabrielly if thou haft any manhood in thy 
ftarcht peake, looke vpon me and weepe not. 

N. II. 29 
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From this day forward fhall a whole armie of 
boies come / wondring about thee, as thou gocft 
in the ftreet, and cry kulleloo^ kulleloOy with whup 
hoOy there goes the Ape of Tully : tih he he, fteale 
Tully^ fteale Tullyy away with the Afle in the Lions 
ikinne. 

Nay, but in fadnefle, îs it not a finfull thing for 
a SchoUer & a Chriftian to turne Tully ? a Turke 
would neuer doe it 

Be counfaild in thy calamitie, write no more 
Con/olatios ad Dolabellamy but Confolaiio ad Dobori 
Gabrielem ; thy felfe comfort thy felfe, and learn 
to make a vertue of contempt 

Ad ruentem parietem ne inclina^ is a prouerbe 
which would haue preuented all this, if thou couldft 
haue fuffered thy felfe to haue bcene diredted by it: 
for firft and formoft, hadft not thou ftept forth to 
vnder-prop the ruinous wall of thy brothers repu- 
tation, I had neuer mcdled with thee ; if thou 
hadft not leand too much to an olde wall, when 
thou pluckft l'ulHe out of a wall, the damnation 
of this left had bin yet vnbegottcn. 

He that hath borne faile in two tempefts of 
ihame, makes a (port of fliippe-wracke of good 
name euer after. 

The wall of the welfare of Fraunce that is 
ftarted from her King, her true foundation, thy 
writinges, (nwre wretched than France) would 
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faine cleaue vnto, \î they could teii how, and 
count it a feliei ty to haue the aport uni tie of Jo 
heroicall an argument. 

God helpe Alexandsr^ xî hee haue no other Poet 
to emblazon his atchieuements but Cherillus. 

High refolued Earle of EJfeXy and viftorious Sir 
lohn Norris, Englands champions, enuied tranquil- 
lities confidence, vnworthy are your aduentures 
Iliades to bee reported by fuch a ragged reede as 
the iar/ring Pipe of this Batillus. The Portugals 
& Frenchmens feare will lend your Honors richer 
omaments, than his low-flighted afFeftion (fortuncs 
fummer foUower) can frame them. 

The feale that I haue fet to your vertues bc 
filence ; the argument of prayfe is vnauthorized in 
any mans mouth but olde age. 

When the better parte of youthes feruence is 
boyld away, and that the (howres of many forrowes 
haue feafond our greene heads with experience, 
with the wither-fac'd weather-beaten Mariner, that 
talks quaking and (hudderingly of a ftorme that 
hee hath newly toyld through, our wordes will bee 
written in our vifage. 

Euen as the funne, fo no fcience fhines in his 
compleate glory till it be ready to decline. 

Thefe be the conclufions, that gray hairs prune 
& cut downe the profperitie of yong yeares with 
as faft as it afpires, but let the feare Oake looke 
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himfcife in the glafle of truth, and he fhal find that 
Methufalems bleffing is imbecillitie, beftowed on 
any creature but the Foxe, who neuer is a right 
Foxe till he be ripe for the dunghill. 

If my ftile holde on this fober Mules pace but 
a ftieete or two further, I fhall haue a long beard 
lyke an Irifh mantie, droppe out of my mouth 
before I be aware. 

Marry God forfend, for at no hand can I endure 
to haue my cheeks muffled vp in furre like a 
Mufcouian, or weare any of this Welch freeze on 
my face. 

O it is a miferable thing to drefle haire like 
towe twixt a mans teeth, when one cannot drinke 
but hee muft thruft a great ipunge into the cup, 
& fo cleanfe his coole porridge, as it were, through 
a ftrayner ere it / comes to his lippes. 

This fecond Epiftle I haue faid prettily well too : 
1 thinke we were beft begin thirdly whereas, 
for feare a volume fteale vpon vs vnlookt for. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONFUTED, 229 

The Arrainment and Execution of the 

Third Letter. 

T^o euerie Reader fauourably or indifferently affe£led. 

Text, ftand to the Barre. Peace there belowe. 
Albeit for theje twelue or thirteene yeares no man hath 
beene more loath^ or more fcruţulous than myjelfcy iâc. ' 

The body of mee, hee begins like a proclama- 
tion: fufficeth it wee knowe you, your minde, 
though you fay no more. 

îs not this your drift? you would haue the 
woride fuppofe you were vrgde to that which pro- 
ceeded of your owne good nature : like fome that 
will feeme to bee intreated to take a high place of 
preferment vppon them, which priuilie before they 
haue prayde and payde for, and put all their 
ftrength to clymbe vp to. 

You would foift in non caufam pro caufa^ haue 
it thought your flight from your olde companions 
obfcuritie and filence, was onely, with jEneas^ to 
carry your Father on your backe, through the fire 
of flaunder, and by that fhift, with a falfe plea of 
patience, vniuftly driuen from his kingdome, filch 
a way the harts of the Queenes liege people. 

The backe of thofe creple excufes I haue broke 
in / the beginning of my booke : if you haue anie 
new infringement to deftitute the inditement of 
forgerie that I bring againft you, fo it is. 
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Heere enters Argumentum a teftimonio humanOy like 
Tamberlaine drawne in a chariot by foure Kings. 

I THAT IN MY YOVTH FLATTERD NOT MY SELFE 

WITH THE EXCEEDING COMMENDATION OF 

THE GREATEST SCHOLLER IN THE 

WORLD, &C. 

Iile ego qui quondam gracili modulatus auena. 

Ah neighbourhood, neighbourhood, dead and 
buried art thou with Robinhood : a poore 
crcature here is faine to commend himfelfe, for 
want of friendes to fpeake for him. 

Not the leaft, but the greateft Schollers in the 
WORLD haue not only but exceedingly fedde him 
fat in his humor of Braggadochio Gloriqfo, 

Tea Spencer him hath often Homer tearmâ^ 
And Mounfter Bodkin vowd as much as he ; 
Yet cares not Najhe for him a halfepeny. 

Lamentable, lamentable, that an indifFerent vn- 
toward ciuill Lawyer, who hath read Plutarch de 
vtilitate capienda ab inimiciSy & can talke of T^itius 
and SemproniuSy (hould be no more fet by, but set 
BY, thruft afide, while his betters carry the bredth 
of the ftreet before them. 

Mifery will humble the haughtieft heart in the 
world: Habemus reum confitente : he confefleth 
himfelf a finner in vnfufficiency ; yet for all that 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONFUTED. 231 

the aduerfitie of / vniuerfall obloquy hath laîde a 
heauie hande on him, ftill he retaineth (like con- 
cealed land) fbme part of his proud mind in a 
beggers purfe, fcorneth to fay Fortune my foe^ or 
alke a good word for Gods fake of anie man. 

In the plainnejfe of his puft vp nature^ he will 
defie ante man that dare accuje him of that he is, 

Why, why infraAiflime Pistlepragmos, though 
you were yong in yeareSy frejh in courage^ greene in 
experiencey and ouer-weaning in conceipt (we will 
refufe nothing that you giue vs) when you pri- 
uately wrote the letters that afterward (by no 
other but your felfe) were publiquely diuulged ; 
yet when the bladder is burft that held you vp 
fwinuning in felfe loue, you muft not be difcon- 
tented though you fink. 

I haue toucht the vlcer of your Oratourjhip^ in 
requiting the nick-name of T!he Deuils Oratour. 
An Vlcer you may well chriften it, as an vlcer is 
a fwelling, for it was a fwelling of ambition, no 
modeft petition of anie merit of yours that did 
craue it. 

The olde Foxe Dollour Perne throughly dis- 
couered you for a yoong Soppe, or elfe halfe a 
word of our high Chauncelors commendation had 
ftood with him inuiolable as an AA of Parliament. 

Great men, in writing to thofe they are ac- 
quainted with, haue priuie watch-wordes of 
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denyall, eueti in the higheft degree of praifing ; 
they haue many foUowers, whofe dutifull feruice 
muft not bee difgrac'd with a bitter repulfe in 
anie fuite, though vnlawfuU. 

It may bee, fome of thefe long deferuers of his 
followers labourd him for thee: hee, like ArguSy 
hauing eyes that pierce into all eftates, faw thee 
when thou wert vnfeene of thy felfe, and knowing 
thee to bee vnworthy / of any place of worth, 
would not difcountenance his men in fo fmal a 
matter, but writ for thee very vehemently out- 
wardly, when the foule of his letter (into which 
thy fhaUowe braine could not defcend) included 
thy vtter miflike. 

Tong bloud is hot^ youth haftiey ingenuitie open^ 
abuje impatienty choller JiomachouSy temptations bufie. 
In a word, the Gentleman was vext, and cutte his 
bridle for verie anger. 

T^he tickling and ftirring inueSiue vaine^ the 
puffing andjwelling Satiricall Jpirit came vpon him, 
as it came vpon Copţinger and -^r]M/»f/w, when 
they mounted into the peafe-cart in Cheape-fide 
and preacht : needes hee muft caft vp certaine 
crude humours of English Hexameter Verfes that 
lay vppon his ftomacke: a Noble-man ftoode in 
his way, as he was vomiting, and from top to toe 
he all to berayd him with *Tufcanifme. 

The Mappe of Cambridge lay not farre ofF 
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when he was in the depth of his drudgery, fome 
part of the excrements of his anger fell vpon it '<^ 
poor Doftour Pernes pifture ftoode in a corner 
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writer himfelfe ; with what face doe you thinke hc 
can aunfwere it at the day of iudgement ? Efi in 
te facies Junt apţi lufibus anni: Gabrielly thou canft 
play at fafl and loofe as well as anie man in 
England. 

I will not lye and backbite thee as thou haft 
done mee, but are not thefc thy wordes to the 
curteous Buyer ? 

Shew mee or Immerito, two Englijh letters in 
prinţ y in all pointes equall to theje^ both for the matter 
itjelfe^ and al/o for the manner of handlingy andjay 
wee neuer/aw good Englifh in our liues. 

Againe, I efieeme them for two of the rareft and 
fineft treatieSy as well for ingenuous deuiftngy as 
Jignificant vtteringy fcf cleanly conueying of his matter y 
that euer I read in this tongue^ 6f / hartily thank 
Godfor befiowing vpon vs Juch proper and able men 
with their penne. 

You muft conceit, hee was his chamber-fellowc 
welwillers cloke, when he fpakc this : the white- 
liuerd flaue was modeft, and had not the hart to 
fay fo much in his owne perfon, but he muft put 
on the vizard oî an vndijcreete friend. 

It / is not worth the rehearfal : he Jcribled it in 
ieafl for exercife of his fpeech and ftile^ fcfr., and it 
was thejtnifier hap of thofe vnf or tunate letters to be 
derided & fcoft at throughout the whole realme. 

^he fharpeft part of them were read ouer at 
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Counfell TaMây and hc refcrd ouer to the Fleet, 
to beare his old verfe-fellow noblc M. Valanger 
company. 

There was no remediefor it but melancholy ţatience. 

A recantation hc was glad to make by way 
of articles or pjttionsy which hee moderates with 
a milder name of an apologie^ & that recantation 
purchaft his libertie. Wherefore in grateful lieu 
of the benefit he receiu'd by it {although he hath 
hitherto vnyfortKxXy fuppreft it) yet he means to take 
occafion by this extraordinary prouocation to ţubli/h 
ity with not Jo few as fort ie fuch Academicall exer- 
cifeSy andfundrie other politike dijcourjes. 

And I deeme he will be as good as his word, 
for euer yet it hath beene his wont, if he writ but 
a letter to any friend of his, in the way of thanks 
for the potte of butter, gămon of bacon, or cheefe 
that he fent to him, ftraight to giue coppies of it 
abroad in the world, and propound it to yong 
gentlemen he came in company with, as a more 
neceflary & refined methode of familiar Epiftles 
than the Englifh tongue had hitherto been 
priuie to. 

Lord that men fhoulde bee fo malitioufly bent to 
frame a matter offome thing : he takes a pleafurable 
delight to behaue himfelf Jo that he may be laught 
ai : how wouid you prate and infult, if you knewe 
as much by him, as he knows by himfeife. 
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Najhe^ do thy worft, the threc brothers bid a 
Fico for thee : difcommend thou them neuer fb 
much, they wiU palpably praife, and fo confequendy 
difprafe, / diemfelues more in one booke they fet 
foorth, than diou canft difparage diem in tenne : 
yea, rather than faile, Maifter Bird fhall leaue 
coppying out letters of newes, and meeter it mis- 
chieuoufly in maintenance of their fcurrilitilhip and 
ruditie. 

Three to one, par ma foy^ is oddes : not one of 
them writes an Almanacke, but hee reckons vp all 
his brothers. 

Bee it fpoken heere in priuate. Mufa Richardetti 
fratrizat Jat bene ţretty : the Mufe of dappert 
Dickie doth fing as fweet as a cricket. 

Nojti manum ^ ftilum^ Gabriel? it is thine owne 
verfe in jEdes Valdinenjes^ all faue the inferting of 
ţretty inftead of cert^^ for rimes fake. 

Had phifition lohn liu'd, or not dyde, a little 
afore Dog-dayes, a finode of Pifpots would haue 
concluded, that Pierce Pennilejfe Ihould be con- 
fouded without repriue. 

The Spanyards cald their inuafiue fleete agaynft 
England the Nauie inuincible, yet it was ouercome. 
Lowe fhrubbes haue outliu'd high Cedars: one 
true man is ftronger than two theeues: Gabriell 
& Richardy I proclaime open warres with you : 
March on, locuSy Ludus^ Lepos^ my valiaunt men 
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at armes, and forrage the frontiers of his Fantafti- 
calUtie as you haue begun. 

Tubalcan^ alias Tuball^ firft foundcr of Farriers 
HaD, hecre is a great complaint made, that 
vtriufque Academix Robertus Greene hath mockt 
thee, becaufe hec faide, that thou wert the firft 
inuenter of Muficke : fo Gabriell Howliglajfe was 
the firft inuenter of English Hexameter verfes. 
^id refpondes ? canft thou brooke it, yea or no ? 
Is it any treafon to thy well tuned hammers to fay 
they begat fo renowmed a childe as Mu/ficke? 
Neither thy hammers nor thou, I know, if they 
were put to their booke oaths, will euer fay it. 

The Hexamiter verfe, I graunt to be a Gentle- 
man of an auncient houfe (fo is many an englifh 
begger), yet this Clyme of ours hee cannot thriue 
in ; our fpeech is too craggy for him to fet his 
plough in : hee goes twitching and hopping in our 
language like a man running vpon quagmiers, vp 
the hill in one Syllable, and down the dale in 
another, retaining no part of that ftately fmooth 
gate, which he vaunts himfelfe with amongft the 
Greeks and Latins. 

Homer and Virgil^ two valorous Authors^ yet were 
they neuer knighted : they wrote in Hexameter 
verfes : Ergo^ Chaucer^ and Spencer^ the Homer and 
Virgil of England, were farre ouerfeene that they 
wrote not all their Poems in Hexamiter verfes alfo. 
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In many G>untries veluet and Satten is a com- 
moner weare than cloth among vs: Ergo^ wee 
muft leaue wearing of cloth, and goe euerie one 
in veluet and fatten, becaufe other Countries vfe 
fo. 

The text wiU not beare it, good Gilgilis Hobber- 
dehoy. 

Our engli/h tongue is nothing too good, but too bad 
to imitate the Greeke and Latine. 

Mafter Stannyhurft (though otherwife leamed) 
trod a foule lumbring boyftrous wallowing meafure, 
in his tranflation of VirgiL He had neuer bcen 
praifd by Gahriel for his labour, if therein hee had 
not bin fo famoufly abfurd. 

Greene for difpraifing his praftife in that kinde, 
is the Greene Maifter of the blacke Art, the founder 
of vglie oatheSy the father of mifbegotten InfortunatuSy 
thefcriuener of CroJfebiterSy the Patriarh of ShifterSy 
&c. ^he Monarch of CroJfebiterSy the wretched 
fellowe Frinct / of Beggars : Emperour of Shifters, 
hee had cald him before, but like a drunken 
man, that remembers not in the morning what 
he ipeakes ouer night, ftill he fetcheth Metaphors 
from conny-catchers, & doth nothing but torment 
vs with tautologies. 

Why thou arrant butter whore, thou cotqueane 
& fcrattop of fcoldes, wilt thou neuer leaue afflift- 
ing a dead Carcafle, continually read the rethorick 
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lefture of Ramme AUie ? a wifpe, a wifpe, rippe, 
rippe, you kitchin-ftuflfe wrangler ! 

Wert thou put in the Fleete for pamphlering ? 
Bedlem were a meeter place for thee. Be not 
afhamd of your promotion : they did you honor 
that faid you were Fleete-bound, for men of honor 
haue failde in that Fleete. 

Waft paper made thee betake thy felfe to Limbo 
Patrum : had it beene a booke that had beene 
vendible yet, the opproby had beene the lefle, but 
for Chandlers merchandize to be fo maflacred, 
for fheets that ferue for nothing but to wrappe 
the excrements of hufwiuerie in, Proh Deutity what 
a fpite is it. I haue feene your name cutte with a 
knife in a wall of the Fleete, I, when I went to 
vifît a friend of mine there. 

Let Maifter But Ier of Cambridge, his teftimoniall 
end this controuerfie, who at that rime that thy 
ioyes were in the Fleeting, and thou crying for the 
Lords fake out at an iron windowe, in a lane not 
farre from Ludgate hill, queftiond fome of his 
companions verie inquifitiuelie that were newlie 
come from London, what nouelties they brought 
home with them, amongft the reft, he broke into 
this Hexamiter interrogatorie very abrupţi ie, 

But ah what newes doe you heare of that good Gabriel hufife 

finuffe, 
Knowne to the world for a foole, and clapt in the Fleete for a 

Rimer. 
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Ift true Gibr altar ? haue I found you ? It was 
not without foundation that you burft into that 
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fierie quill, they fhalbe conftraind to enfconfe them- 
felues in an olde Vrinall cafe that their brother 
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fhip, and grcedy pothuntcr after applaufe, is an 
apparant Publican and finner, a felfe-loue furfctted 
fot, a broken-winded galdbacke Iade, that hath 
borne vp his head in his rime, but now is quite 
foundred & tired; a fcholler in nothing but the 
fcum of fchollerfhip, a ftale fbker at ^ullies OfficeSy 
the droane of droanes, and maifter drumble-bce of 
non proficients. What hath he wrote but hath 
had a wofuU end ? When did he difpute but hee 
duld all his auditorie ? his Poetry more fpiritlcflc 
than fmal beere, his Oratory Arts baftard, not ablc 
to make a man rauifhingly weepe, that hath an 
Onion at his eye. In Latin, like a loufe, he hath 
manie legges, many lockes fleec'd from TulliCy to 
carry away and cloath a little body of mattcr, 
but yet hee moues but flowly, is apparaild vene 
poorely. 

In Englifh, ice is not fo cold, yet on the ice of 
ignorance/will he (lide. No wife man pittie him 
that peri/heth fo wilfully. 

ludge the world, iudge the higheft Courts of 
appeale from the mifcarried worlds iudgement 
(Cambridge and Oxford) wherein I haue tres- 
pafTed in Pierce PenniUJfey that hee fhould talke 
of gnajhing of teethy yong Phaetons, yong Icari, 
yong Chor^hiy young Babingtons. 

Neuer was I in eameft, til thus he twitted me 
with the comparifon of a traitour. 
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BabingtOHy high was thy birth, I a bondflaue of 
fortune in comparifon of thee: thy fall grcatcr 
than 'Phaetons^ thy ofFence as heynous as ludajfes. 
May neuer morc fuch foule fecds of ofFence be 
fbwne in (o faire a fhape, may they be markt 
alwayes to mifchiefe that meane as thou didft. 
The braunches of thy ftocke remaines yct vn- 
blafted with anie difbbedience. God forbid that 
our forheades fhould euer bec blotted with our 
forcfathers mifdemeanors, Die, ill decds, with 
your vngradous ill dooers: the liuing haue no 
pordon with the dead: hell once paid his due, 
heauen gates are open to fucceeding pofteritie. 

Prate of Pierce PenneleJJe and his paltrie as long 
as thou wilt, I will play at put-pinne with thee for 
all that thou art woorth, but of thy betters gettc 
thee a better difcourfîng penne before thou des- 
cantes of, 

L. Greenes inwardeft companion pinched with 
wantj vexed with dijcredity tormented with other 
mens felicit ie y and ouerwhelmed with his own mijerie^ 
in a rauing and frantike moode, moft dejperately ex- 
hibiteth a Supplication to the Deuill. 

C. Heerein thou thinkeft thou haft won the 
fpurs from all writers, but God and Dame Fiâion 
knows thou /art farre wide of thy ayme; for 
neither was I Greenes companion any more than 
for a carowfe or two, nor pincht with any vti- 
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gentleman-likc want when I inuented Tierce Penni- 
lejfe. 

Pauper non eft cui rerum fuppetit vfus : only the 
difcontented meditation of leaming, generally now 
a dayes little valued, and her profeflbrs fet at 
naught & difhartened, caufed mee to handle that 
plaintife fubieft more ferioufly. 

Fext with dijcredit (Gabriel) I neuer was, as thou 
haft beene euer fince Familiar it as peperit contemptU^ 
thy familiar epiftles brought thee into contempt, 

Though I haue been pincht with want (as who 
is not one time or another, Pierce Pennilejfe) yet 
my mufe neucr wept for want of maintenance as 
thine did in Mujarum lachrima^ that was miferably 
flouted at in M. Winkfields Comoedie of Pedantius 
in Trinitie Colledge, 

How am I tormcnted with other mens felicitie, 
otherwife thă faying, I know a Cobler that was 
worth fiue hundred pound, an hoftler that had 
built a goodly Inne, & might difpend forty pound 
yearely by his land, a Carman that had whipt a 
thoufand pound out of his horfe taile; if I had 
likewife reckond vp a ropemaker, that by tor- 
menting of hempe, & going backward (which the 
Deuill would nere doe) had turnd as many Mill 
fixpences oucr the thumbc, as kept three of his 
fonnes at Cambridge a long time, & that which is 
more, three proud fonnes, that when they met the 
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hangman (their Fathers beft chapman) would fcarfe 
put of their hats to him, why then thou (houldft 
haue had fome colour of quarell: thy accufatio 
might iuftly haue enterd his title fro aris et fociSy 
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Is it lawfull but for one preacher to preach of 
the ten commandements ? hath none writ of the 
fiue fenfes but Ariftotle} was finne fo vtterly 
abolîfhed with Tarltons play of the feuen deadly 
fins, that ther could be nothing faid Juţra of that 
argument ? 

Canft thou exemplifie \mto mee (thou impotent 
moate-catching carper) one minnum of the par- 
ticular deuice of his play that I purloind ? There 
be manie men of one name that are nothing a 
kindred, Is there any further diftribution of 
fins, not fhadowed vnder thefe 7 large fpreading 
branches of iniquity, on which a man may worke, 
and not tread on TarletonT heeles? / If not, what 
blemifh is it to Pierce Pennilejfe to begin where the 
Stage doth ende, to build vertue a Church on that 
foundation that the Deuill built his Chappell ? 

Gabrielly if there be anie witte or induftrie in 
thee, now I will dare it to the vttermoft : write of 
what thou wilt, in what language thou wilt, and I 
will confute it and anfwere it, Take truths part, 
and I wil proue truth to be no truth, marching out 
of thy dug-voiding mouth. 

Diuinitie I except, which admits no dalliance: 
but in any other art or profeffion, of which I am 
not yet free, and thou (halt challenge me to trie 
maiftries in, Ile bind my felfe Prentifc too, and 
ftudie throughly, though it neuer ftand mee in 
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any other ftead while I liue, but to make one 
reply, only becaufe I wil haue the laft word of 
thee. 

I would count it the greateft punifhment that 
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and certain SonnetSy your Pages, I will rehearfe vnto 
you fome part of the Methode of my demeanour 
în Pierce Pennilejfe. 

Firft, in fo much as the principali fcope of it is 
a moft liuelie anatomie of finne, the diuell is made 
fpeciall fuperuifor of it, to him it is dedicated : as 
if a man fhoulde compile a curious examined 
difcouerie of whoredome, and dedicate it to the 
quarter Maifters of Bridewell, becaufe they are 
beft able to punifh it 

Wherfore as there is no fire without fome 
fmoke, no complaint without fome precedent caufe 
of aggreeuance, I introduce a difcontented Scholler 
vnder the perfon of Pierce Pennilejfey tragicallic 
exclaiming vpon his partial-eid fortune, that kept 
an Almes boxe of compaflion in ftore for euery 
one but himfelfe. He tels how he toft his 
imagination like a dogge in a blanket, fearcht 
euerie corner of the houfe of Charitie, to fee if 
he could light on any that would fet a new nappe 
of an old threedbare Cloake : but, like him that 
hauing a letter to deliuer to a Scottifh Lorde, 
when hee came to his houfe to enquire for him, 
found no bodie at home but an ape that fate in 
the Porch and made mops and mows at him ; fo 
he, deliuering his vnperufde papcrs in Powles 
Churchyard, the firft that took them vp was the 
Ape Gairiely who made mops and mows at them. 
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beflaucring thc outfîde of thcm a little, but could 
not enter into the contents, which was an afe 
bcyonde his vnderftanding. 

With / the firft and fecond leafe hce plaies vcrie 
pretilie, and in ordinarie tcrmes of extenuating, 
verdits Fier ce Pennilejfe for a Grammar Schoolewit; 
faies his Margine is as deeplie learnd as Faufte 
praccor gelida, that his Mufe fobbeth and groneth 
verie piteouflie^ bids htm not caft himfelf headlong 
into the horrible gulph of defperation^ comes ouer 
him that hee is a creature of wonderfull hope^ as his 
own infpired courage diuinely fuggefteth, wils him 
to inchaunt fome magnificent Mecenas, to honour 
himfelfe in honouring him, with a hundred fuch 
grace-wanting Ironies, cutte out againft the woU, 
that woulde ieopard the beft ioint of Poetica 
Licenţia to procure laughter, when there crinckled 
crabbcd countenance (the verie refemblance of a 
fbdden dogges face) hath fwome it woulde neuer 
confent thereunto. 

Not the moft exquifite thing that is, but the 
G)ufel Table Afle, Richard Clarke, may fo Car- 
terly deride. 

Euerie milke-maide can gird with Ift true? 
How faie you Io? who would haue thought it? 
Good Beare, bite not ? A man is a man, though 
hee hath but a hofe on his head. 

No fuch light paiment, Gabriel, haft thou at my 

N. lî. 32 
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hands: I teii thee where, when, and how thou 
fhewdft thy felfe a Dunfiuall, 

Onely extemall defefts thou cafts in my difh : 
nothing intemall in thee, but I prooue that it is 
altogether excrementall. 

A fewe Elegiacall verfes of mine thou pluckeft 
in pieces moft ruthfullie, and quotes them againft 
mee as advantageable, together with fome difmem- 
bred Margine notes, but all is inke caft away, you 
recouer no cofts and charges, With one minutes 
ftudie Ile diftroie more, than thou art able to build 
in ten daies. 

Squeife / thy hart into thy inkehome, and it fhall 
but congeal into clodderd garbage of confutatio, 
thy foule hath no efFefts of a foule, thou canft not 
fprinkle it into a fentence, & make euerie line 
leape like a cup of neat wine new powred out, 
as an Orator muft doe that lies aright in wait for 
mens afFaftions. 

Whome haft thou wonne to hate mee by light 
crawling ouer my Text like a Cankerworme ? 

Some fuperficial flime of poifon haft thou driueld 
from thy pen in thy fhallow footed fliding through 
my Supplication^ which one pen fiii of repurified 
inke will exceffiuelie wafh out Shall I informe 
thee (that vnfhiitfullie endeuorft to informe autho- 
ritie againft me) why I infixed thofe Poeticall latine 
marget notes to fome fewe pages in the beginning 
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of Pierce Pennileffe ? I did it to explaine to fuch 
expefted fpiefaults as thou art, that it was no 
vncouth abhorrencie from the cuftome of former 
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the Diuels of hell than the Starres of Heauen : Ergo, 
the Aftrologicall Difcourfe is better than the notorious 
diabolicall difcourfe of Pierce Pennilefle. 

Once againe I denie his Argument to bee of 
lawfuU age. Pierce Pennileffe is a better Star- 
munger than a Diudmunger, which needeth no 
other FOR to corroberate it but this, that my yca, 
at all times, is as good as his nay. 

How is the Supplication a diabolicall Difcourfe, 
otherwife than as it intreats of the diuerfe natures 
and properties of Diuils and fpirits? in that far 
fetcht fenfe may the famous defenfatiue againft 
fuppofed ProphecieSy and the Difcouerie of IVitch- 
craft be called notorious Diabolicall difcourfes, as 
well as the Supplicatiofiy for they alfo intreate of 
the illufions and fundrie operations of fpirits: 
Likewife may I fay that thofe his foure Letters 
nowe on their triall, arc foure notorious lowfie 
Difcourfes, becaufe they lyingly difcourfe little 
elfe faue Greenes lowfie eftate before his death, 

M. Churchyardy our old quarrel is renued, when 
nothing elfe can bee faftned on mee: this Letter 
leapper vpbraideth mee with crying you mercie : I 
cannot teii, but I think you will haue a faying to 
him for it. Ther s no reafon that fuch a one as 
he fhould prefume to intermeddle in your mattcrs, 
it cannot be done with any intent but to ftirre mee 
vp to write againft you afrefh, / which nothing 
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vnder hcau'n (hali draw mec to doc I Iove you 
vnfainedly, and admire your aged Mufe, that may 
well be grand-mother to our grandeloquenteft 
Pocts at this prefent: 

SanSlum (â venerabile vetus omne Poema. 

Shores wife is yong, though you be ftept in 
yeares, in her (hali you liue when you are dead. 

For that vnadvifed indammagement I haue done 
you heretofore, Ile be your champion henceforward 
againft any that dare write againft you. Onely as 
euer you would light vpon a good cuppe of old 
facke when you arc moft dric, pocket not vp this 
(lie abufe at a rakehell rampalions hands, one that, 
when an iniurie is decpe buried in thc grauc of 
obliuion, (hali feeke to digge it vp againe, recall 
that into mens memories which was confumed and 
forgotten, 

Whorefon Ninihammer, that wilt a(rault a man 
& haue no ftronger weapons. 

Thc Italian faith, a man muft not take know- 
ledge of iniurie till he be able to reuenge it, 

Nay but, in plaine good feUow(hip, art thou fo 
innocent & vnconceiuing that thou (houldft ere 
hope to da(h mec quite out of requeft by telling 
mec of the Counter^ and my hoftejfe Penia ? 

I yeeld that I haue dealt vpon (pare com- 
modities of wine and capons in my daies, I haue 
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fung George Ga/coignes Counter-tenor ; what then ? 
Wilt thou peremptorily define that it is a place 
where no honcft man, or Gentleman of credit, 
euer came ? 

Heare what I fay : a Gentleman is neuer 
throughly entred into credit till he hath beene 
there; & that Poet, or nouice, be hec what he 
will, ought to fufpeft his wit, and remaîne halfe in 
doubt that it is not authenticall, till it hath beene 
feene and allowd in vnthrifts / confiftory. 

Grande doloris ingenium. Let fooles dwell in 
no ftronger houfes than their Fathers built them, 
but I proteft I fhould neuer haue writ paffion well, 
or beene a peece of a Poet, if I had not arriu'd in 
thofe quarters. 

Trace the gallanteft youthes and braueft reuellers 
about Towne in all the by-paths of their expence, 
& you (hali vnfallibly finde, that once in their life 
time they haue vifited that melancholy habitation. 

Come, come : if you will goe to the found truth 
of it, there is no place of the earth like i^ to make 
a man wife, 

Cambridge and Oxford may ftande vnder the 
elbowe of it. 

I vow if I had a fonne, I would fooner fend him 
to one of the Counters to leame lawe, than to the 
Innes of Court or Chauncery. 

My hoftejfe Penia, thats a bugges word : I pry 
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thee what Morrall haft thou vnder it? I will 
depofe, if thou wilt, that tUl now I neuer heard of 
anie fuch Engliih name. 

There is a certaine thing cald chriftian verific, 
& another hight common /en/e, and a third cleapt 
humilitie : they are more requifite and neceflary 
for thee than modeftie or dijcretion for mee and my 
comţanionSy of which thou ftiouldft vnderftand, we 
are fo well prouided that we can lend thee and thy 
brother Richard a great deale, and yet keepe more 
than wee fhall haue need of for ourfelues. 

Wilt thou be fo hardy and iron-vifaged to gain- 
fay that thy brother Vicars Batchlours hood was 
not tumd ouer his eares for abufing of Âriftotle ? 
I know thou haft more grace than fb, thou doft 
not contradift / it flatly, but flubbers it ouer faintly, 
and comes to recapitulate, not confute fome of the 
phrafes I vOe in the vnhandfoming of his diuiniti- 
fhip. 

I my felfe, in the fame order of difgracing thou 
fingles them foorth, will haue them vp againe, and 
fee if thou, or anie man, can abfurdifie the worft of 
them. 

I fay, and will make it good t^at (ti tţ)e ălft^O- 
lomcdll SDffcourCe tţp brother (a0 it ţiee ţiaD 
latelp caft tţe ^eau*na toatec, or beene at t§e 
anatomffinff of t^e tkizfi intratlesi in ^urţeond 
ţiall) propţieaetţ) of Cucţi (tranţe \Bonl1er0 to 
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cnfue from t^e ftarre0 Uiftcmperature, anU t\t 
inufuall aUulterie of plannet0, a0 none but ftce 
tljat 10 batoU to tl)ofe celeftiall boliie0, coulU 
cuec Uefcrp* 

This too I will ratific for truthable & legible 
Englifh, tbat ti0 aaronomp brobe bi0 îJ^? toitb 
bi0 creUîtord, anD Saturne % lupiter proiru 
bonefter men tl)an all tije tDOclti tooke tjem 
fon 

^b^t t^e tDtole (mniierQtie l)ift at bnn, 
Tarlton at t^e Theater maUe ieafte0 of l)im, anU 
Elderton confumeU ^(0 ale crammeD nofe to 
notbmff, in beare-baîting Ijim tDîtl) toljole buntiel0 
of Ballali0. 

All this he barely repeates without any difproue- 
ment or denudation at all, as \î it were fo lame in 
it felfe that it would adnihilate it felfe with the 
onelie rehearfall of it. 

For the gentilitie of the Na/Iies (though it might 
feeme a humor borrowed from thee to bragge of 
it) yet fome of vs who neuer fought into it til 
of late, can proue the extancy of our aunceftors 
before there was ever a ropemaker in England. 
Wee can vaunt larger petigrees than patrimonies, 
yet of fuch extrinfecall things, common to tenne 
thoufand calues and oxen, would I not willingly 
vaunt, only it hath pleafed M. Printer, both in 
this booke and Pierce Penilejfey to intaile / a vaine 
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titie to my name, which I care not for, without my 
confent or priuitie I here auouch. 

But on the gentilitie of T. N. his beard, the 
maifter Butler of Pembroke hali, ftiU I will ftand 
to the death ; for it is the very prince Eledor of 
peaks, a beard that I cannot bee perfwaded but was 
the Emperour Dionijtus his, furnamed the Tyrant, 
when hee playde the fchoolemaifter in Corinth. 

Gabrielly thou haft a prety polwigge iparrowes 
tayle peake, yet maift thou not compare with his : 
thy Father, for all by thy owne confeffion hee 
makes haireSy had neuer the art to twilt vp fuch a 
grim triangle of haire as that. 

Be not offended, honeft T, N,, that I am thus 
bold with thee, for I affeft thee for the names 
fake, as much as any one man can do another, and 
know thee to be a fine fellow, and fit to difcharge 
a farre higher calling than that wherein thou liu*ft. 

What more ftuflfe lurketh behind in this letter 
to be diftributed into fliop-duft ? 

Pierce Pennilefle is as childifli and gari/h a booke 
as euer came in prinţ : when he talks of the /heepi/h 
dijcourfe of the Lambe of God and his enemies, he 
faiesy it 10 monttroufli anu abCurU, anu not to bee 
Cuffern In a C^rittian conţregatio; tţat IKic^arH 
ţiat^ rcumH ouer t^e Cc^oolmen, anH of t^e frot^ 
of t^eir foU? tnaHe a lii(|) of 9Dluinttie bretoelTe, 
tBb^cb tbe 9Dog0 tooulD not eate. 

N. II- 33 
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If he faide fb (as hee did) and can proue it (as 
hee hath done) by Sainte Lubecke^ then The Lambe 
of God is as childifti and garifh ftufFc as eucr came 
in prinţ, indeede. 

I, but how doth Pierce Pcnnilejfe expiate thc 
coinquination of thefe obiedions ? 

Richardy whom {becauje hee is his brotheVy he 
therefore / cenfures more curious and rigorous, in 
calling him M. H. than hee would haue done other- 
wife) red the Philqfophie Lellure in Cambridge with 
good liking and Jingular commendationy whcn A per 
Je a was not Jo much as Idoneus auditor ciuilis 
fcientiae, ErgOy the Lambe of God beares a bctter 
Fleece than hee giues out it doth. 

Âţerfe a is improoued in nothing Jince^ excepting 
his old Florcs Poetarum and Tzrletons furmounting 
rethorique, with a little euphuifme and Greeneje 
inough. 

Gabriel reports him to the fauourableji opinion of 
thofe that know A per fe a his Prefaces^ rimes, and 
the very timpanie of his Taritonizing wit, his 
Supplication to the Diuel. 

Quiet your felues a litlc, my Maifter% and you 
(hal fee me difpearfe all thofe cloudes well inough. 
That Richard red the Philofophie Ledure at 
Cambridge^ I doe not withftand, but how? 

Verie Lentenlie and fcantlie, (farre bee it wce 
fhuld flander him fo much as his brother Richard 
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hath done, to faie he read it with good liking 
and fingularitic). Credite mee, any that hath but 
a little refufe Colloquium Latine, to interfeame a 
Lefture with, and can faie but Quapropter vos mei 
auditores^ may reade with equiualent commendation 
and liking. 

I remember him woondrous well. In the chiefe 
pompe of that/ his falfe praife, I both heard him, 
and heard what was the vniuerfall flender valua- 
tion of him. 

There was eloquent Maifter KnoXy (a man whofe 
lofTe all good leaming can neuer fufficiently de- 
plore) ; twas he and one Maifter lones of Trinitie 
CoUedge, tha^ in my time, with more fpeciall 
approbation conuerft in thofe Readings. 

Since / 1 haue heard of two rare yong men, 
M. Meriton^ and another, that in fupplying that 
place of fucceflion haue furmounted all former 
mediocritie, and wonne themfelues an euerlafting 
good name in the Vniuerfitie. 

Thefe thou fhouldft haue memoriz'd, if any, 
but thou art giuen to fpeake well of none but thy 
felfe and thy two brothers. 

Thrice fruitfull S. Iohn% how many hundred 
perfeder SchoUers than the thrce brothers haft 
thou nurft at thy paps, that yet haue not fhakte 
off obfcuritie .? 

Mellifluous Playfere, one of the chief props of 
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our aged & aunrienteft, & abfolutcft Vniuerfîties 
prefent flourifhing. Where doe thy fupereminent 
gifts fhine to themfelues, that the Court cannot 
bee acquainted with them ? 

Fcw fuch men fpcake out of Fames higheft 
Pulpits, though out of her higheft Pulpits fpeake 
the pureft of all fpeakers. 

Let me adde one word, and let it not bee thought 
derogatorie to anie. I cannot bethinke mee of 
two in England in all things comparable to him 
for his time. Seldome haue I beheld fo pregnant 
a pleafaunt wit coupled with a memorie of fuch 
huge incomprehenfible receipt, deepc reading and 
delight, better mixt than in his Sermons. 

Sed quorfum h^eCy how doe thefe digreffions linke 
in w\t\io\itJubie£fum circa quod? 

Flaunting Richard and his Philofophie Lefture, 
was vnder our fingers euen now, howfoeuer wee 
haue loft him. Hold the candle, and you (hali 
fee me caft a figure for him extempore : Oh hoh, 
I haue founde him without any further feeking. 
Giue me your eares : Io / Paan^ God faue them, 
they are long ones. 

Now, betweene you and me declare, as if you 
were at ftirift, whether you be not a fuperlatiue 
blocke for al you readd the Philofophie Lefture 
at Cambridge: Brieflie, brieflie: let mee not ftand 
all daie about you. 
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His confcicnce accufeth him, hee is ftroke ftarke 
dumbe ; onely by (ignes he craues to bee admitted 
in forma pauperis^ that we fhould let him pafle 
for a pore fellow, and he wiU fell his birthright in 
learning, with E/aUy for a mefle of porrige. 

Cur^e leues loquuntur : he hath but a little cure 
to look too. Afaiores ftup^t^ more liuing would 
make him ftudie more. 

For this once wee difpence with you, becaufe 
you looke fo penitentlie on it, but let me not catch 
you felling any more fuch twife fodden fawduft 
diuinitie as the Lambe of God and his enemies^ for 
if I do, Ile make a dearth of paper in Pater-nofter- 
rowe (fuch as was not this feauen yeare) onelie 
with writing againft thee. 

Aperfe a can doe it : tempt not his clemcncie 
too much. A perje a ? 

Paffion of God, howe came I by that name? 
My godfather Gabriel gaue it mee, and I muft not 
refufe it. Nor if you were priuie whence it came 
would you hold it worthie to be refufed ; for 
before I had the reuerfion of it hee beftow'd it 
on a Nobleman, whofe new fafhiond apparell and 
Tufcani/h geJiureSy cringing Jide necke^ eies glancing^ 
fifnomie Jmerking hauing defcribed to the full, he 
concludes with this verfe : 

Euerie inch A per fe a his termes and braueries 
in prinţ. 



Digitized by 



Google 



262 FOURE LETTERS 

Hold you your peace Naflie : thai was bcfore 
you were Idoneus auditor ciuilisjcientia. It may bec 
fo, for thou wert a LibcUer before I was borne. 
Yet vndcr / corredion bee it fpoken, I haue come 
to the fchooles and purg'd rheume in my time, 
when your brother was Philofophie Lefturer ; he 
wanted no Jupplo/us peduy to fpend away his houre, 
that I could help him with. 

What fince I am improued you partly haue 
prooued to your coft ; and may doe more at large, 
if God fend vs more leyfure. 

As for Flores Poetarum^ they are flowers that yet 
I neuer fmelt too. Ile pawne my hand to a halfe- 
penny, I haue read more good Poets thorough 
than thou euer hardft of. 

The floures of your Foure Letters it may be I 
haue ouerlookt more narrowlie, and done my beft 
deuoire to aflemble them togcther into patheticall 
pofîe, which I will here prcfent to Maifter Orator 
Edge for a Newyeares gift, leauing them to his 
wordie difcretion to be cenfured, whether they bc 
currant in inkehomifme or no. 

Conjcius mind: canicular tales : cgregious an argu- 
ment: when as egregious is neuer vfed in englijh 
but in the extreame ill part. Ingenuitie: louiall 
mind: valarous Authors: inckehornc aduentures : 
inckehorne pads : putatiue opinions: putatiue artifts : 
energeticall perfuajions: Rajcallitie: materiallitie : 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONFUTED. 263 

artificiallitie : Fantafticallitie : diuine Entelechy : 
loud Mentery : deceitfull perfidy : addiSed toThcory: 
the worlds greoi Incendiarie : Jirenized furies : Jcue- 
raigntie immenje : abundant Cauteles : cautelous and 
aduentrous: cordiali liquor: Catilinaries and 
Phillipicks: ţnfunStorie difcourfes : Dauids Jweet- 
nes olimpique: the Idee high and deepe Abijfe of 
excellence: The only Vnicome of the Mujes: the 
Aretenifh mountaine of huge exaggerations : The 
gratious law of Amnefty : amicable termes : amicable 
end: / Effelluate : addoulce his melodie : Magy poli- 
mechany : extenjiuely emploied : precious Traynment : 
Nouellets: Notorietie negotiation : mechanician. 

Nor are thde all, for euerie third line hath fome 
of this ouer-rackt abfonîfme. Nor do I altogcther 
fcum off all thefe as the newe ingcndred fome of' 
the Englifh, but allowe fome of them for a neede 
to fiii vp a verfe ; as Traynment ^ and one or two 
wordes more, which the libertie of profe mîght 
well haue fpar d. In a verfe, when a worde of 
three fiUables cannot thruft in but fidelings, to 
ioynt him euen, we are oftentimes faine to borrowe 
fome lefler quarry of elocution from the Latine, 
alwaies retaining this for a principie, that a leake 
of indefinence, as a leake in a fliippe, muft needly 
bce ftopt with what matter foeuer. 

Chaucers authoritie, I am certaine, (halbe al- 
leadgd againft me for a many of thefe balduAums. 
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Had Chaucer liu'd to this age, I am verily per- 
fwaded hee would haue difcarded the tone halfe 
of the harftier fort of them. 

They were the Ooufe which ouerflowing bar- 
barifme, withdrawne to her Scottifti Northren 
chanell, had left behînd her. Art, like yong 
grafle in the fpring of Chaucers florifhing, was 
glad to peepe vp through any flime of corrup- 
tion, to be beholding to fhe car'd not whome 
for apparaile, trauailing in thofe colde countries. 
There is no reafon that (hee, a banifht Queene 
into this barraine foile, hauing monarchizd it fo 
long amongft the Greeks and Romanes, fhould 
(although warres furie had humbled her to fome 
extremitie) ftill be conftrained, when flie hath 
recouerd her ftate, to weare the robes of aduerfitie, 
iet it in her old rags, when flie is wedded to new 
profperitie. 

Vttrt/ moriius pr^eteritis^ faith Caius Cajar in 
Âulus GelliuSy loquere verbis prajentibus. 

Thou art mine enemie, Gabriell^ and, that which 
is more, a contemptible vnder-foote enemie, or elfe 
I would teach thy old Trewant/hip the true vfe of 
words, as alfo how more inclinable verfe is than 
profe, to dance after the horrizonant pipe of 
inueterate antiquitie. 

It is no matter, (înec thou haft brought godly 
inftrudion out of loue with thee, vfe thy own 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONFUTED. 265 

deftrudion, raigne fble Emperour of inkchornifmc : 
I wifh vnto thee all fuperabundant increafe of the 
fingular gifts of abfurditie, and vaine glory : from 
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3|n t^c "ft^xKz 1583, bp meaneg of an attcologicall 
UiTcourfe ippoii tije ffceat and notable coniimctîon 
of Saturne and lupiter, tfje common fort of people 
toece almoft Unu'n out of t^eir tDit0, anii kneto 
not toljat to Uot; but to^en no fucft tljing Ijapned, 
tljtp fell to tljeic formcc fecuntie, aiili coiiDemncti 
tljc liifcourfec of wtrcamc malinctfe anii follie. 

IpfîJ/ima Junt Arijlotelis verba^ they are the verie 
words oî lohn Tell-troth^ in the 1357 folio of the 
laft edition of the great Chronicle of England. 

Mehercule quidem^ if it be fo taken vp, Pierce 
Pennilejfe may caft his cappe after it for euer 
ouertaking it. But fome thing euen now, Gabrielly 
thou wert girding againjl my prefaces and rimes^ 
and the timpanie of my Tarltonizing wit. 

Well, thefe be your words, prefaces and rimes : 

Appiy to 1^^ ^^ ftudie a little, prafaces and rimes. 
Mas. Martin, ji^iyiifne vevo^fi a'îs nego. I neuer printed 
rime in my life, but thofe verfes in the beginning 
of Pierce Pennilejfe^ though you haue fet foorth 

The ft orie s quaint of manie a doutie flie^ 
That read a le5fure to the ventrous elfe. 

And fo forth as followeth in chambling rowe. 

Praefaces two, or a paire of Epiftles, I will 
receyue into the protedlion of my parentage : out 
of both which, fucke out on^ foLeciJme^ or milhapen 
Englifh word, if thou canft for thy guts. 
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Wherein haue I borrowed from Greene or 
^Tarlton^ that I fliould thanke them for all I haue ? 
îs my ftile like GreeneSy or my ieafts like Tarltons ? 

Do I talke of any countcrfeit birds, or hearbs, 
or ftones, or rake vp any new-found poetry from 
vnder the wals of Trqy ? If I do, trip mee with 
it; but I doe not, therefore Ile bee/fo faucy as 
trip you with the grand lic. Ware ftumbling of 
whetftones in the darke there my maifters. 

This I will proudly boaft (yet am I nothing a 
kindred to the three brothers) that the vaine which 
I haue (be it a median vaine, or a madde man) is 
of my own begetting, and cais no man father in 
England but my felfe, neyther Euphues^ nor Tari- 
tofiy nor Greene, 

Not Tarlton nor Greene but haue beene con- 
tented to let my fimple iudgement ouemile them 
in fome matters of wit Euphues I readd when I 
was a little ape in Cambridge, and I then thought 
it was Ipfe iile : it may be excellent good ftill, for 
ought I know, for I lookt not on it this ten yeare : 
but to imitate it I abhorre, otherwife than it 
imitates Plutarch^ Ouid and the choiceft Latine 
Authors. 

If you be aduifde, I tooke /horteft vowels and 
longeft mutes in the beginning of my booke, as 
fufpitious of being accefTarie to the making of a 
Sonnet wherto Maifter Chriftopher Birds name is 
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fet, there I faide that you mute forth many fuch 
phrafes in the courfe of your booke, which I would 
point at as I paft by: Heere I am as good as 
my word, for I note that thou beeing afraide of 
beraying thy felfe with writing, wouldefi faine bee 
a mutey when it is too late to repent. Agsdne, 
thou reuieft on vs and faift that mutes are courjed 
and vowels haunted. Thou art no mute, yet fhalt 
thou be haunted and courfed to the fuU. I will 
neuer leaue thee as long as I am able to lift a 
pen. 

Whether I feeke to bee counted a terrible bul- 
begger or no, Ile baite thee worfe than a bull, (b 
that thou fhalt defire fome body on thy knees to 
helpe thee with letters of commendation to Bull^ 
the hangman, that he may difpatch thee out of the 
way before / more affliâion come vpon thee. 

Ml the inueSliue and Jatiricall Jpirits fliall then 
bee thy familiarSy as the furies in hell are the 
familiars of finfull ghofts, to follow them and 
torment them without intermiffion : thou fhalt bee 
double girt with girds, and fcoft at, till thofe that 
fland by do nothing but cough with laughing. 

Thou faieft I profefTe the art of railing : thou 
fhalt not fay fb in vaine, for, if there bee any art 
or depth in it more than Aretine or Agrippa haue 
difcouered or diu'd into, looke that I will fbund it 
and fearch it to the vttermoft, but ere I haue done 
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with thee ile leaue thee the miferableft creature that 
the funne euer fawe. 

There is no kind of peaceable pleafure in poetrie. 
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had no concealed ende in it, but in the one to 
defcribe the right nature of a bloudthirfty tyrant, 
whofe indefinite appetite all the pleafures in the 
earth haue no power to bound in goodnes, but 
he muft feeke a new felicitie in varietie of cruelty, 
and deftroying all other mens profperitie ; for the 
other, to figure an hypocrite ; let it be Martin^ if 
you will, or fome old dog that bites forer than hee, 
who fecretlie goes and feduceth country Swaines. 

a^abecf tljem beleeue tljat ^oimp toljiclj tl)eir beetf 
bromjljt fortft toas popCoitoucJ anD corrupt. 

^Ijat tbcp map bup l)ottnp cljeaper tl)an bp being 
at Cuci) c^arffcjs \Xi fecepiitg: becg* 

îir^at 10 not neceffarp tbep (ţ)ouHi Ijaue Cucţ) 
ftatelp \\\\z% or lie fuckinff at Cuclj precioug 
ţionnicombîS. 

If this (which is nothing elfe but to fwim with 
the ftreame) be to teii tales as (hrewdly as mother 
Hubbardy it fhould feeme mother Hubbard is no 
great fhrewe, howeuer thou, treading on her heeles 
fo oft, fhee may bee tempted beyonde her ten 
commandements. 

A litle before this, the forefaid fanaticall Phobetor^ 
geremumble^ tirleriwhiJcOy or what you will, cald 
forth the biggeft gunfhot of my thundering tearmes, 
fteept in Âqua fortis and gunpowder, to come and 
trie them felues on his paper Target. 

But that it is no credite, GalpogaSy to difcharge 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONFUTED. 271 

a Cannon againil a lowfe^ thou fhouldft not caii in 
vaine : thou fhouldft heare Tom a Lincolne roare 
with / a wîtnes. Woe worth the daie & the yeare 
when thou heareft him. I feareblaft thee nowe 
but with the winde of my weapon. With the 
waft of my words I lay waft aii the feeble forti- 
fications of thy wit. Shewe mee the Vniuerfities 
hand and feale that thou art a Doâour fealed and 
deliuered in the prefence of a whole Commenfe- 
ment, and Ile prefent thee with my whole artillerie 
ftore of eloquence. 

A bots on thee for mee for a lumpifh, leaden 
heeld letter dawber, my ftile, with treading on thy 
clammie fteps, is growne as heauie gated, as if I 
were bound to an Aldermans pace, with the irons 
at Newgate cald the widpws Almes. 

Ere I was chained to thee thus by the necke, I 
was as light as the Poet AcciuSy who was fo lowe 
and fo flender, that hee was faine to put lead in his 
fhooes for feare the winde ftioulde blowe him into 
another Countrie. 

Thofe that catch Leopards fet cups of wine 
before them : thofe that will winne liking and grace 
of the readers muft fet before them continually that 
which ftiail cheare them and reuiue them. 

Gabrielly thou haft not done fb, thou canft not 
doe fo, therefore thy works neither haue, nor can 
any way hinder mee, nor benefit the Printer. 
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Euen in the packing vp of my booke, a hot 
ague hath mee by the backe. Maugre ficknefle 
worft, a leane arme put out of the bed (hali grind 
and pafh euerie crum of thy booke into pin-duft. 

The next peece of feruice thou doft againil 
Pierce Pennilejfe is naming of him wofull poueretto^ 
and ţleafant Juppojing thou puldft him by the ragged 
Jkeue. Then matcheft thou thy felfe to VliJfeSy 
and him to Irus: Irrtta Junt hac omnia: it is a 
fleeueleffe ieaft. I haue / befliu'd thee already 
for it : it toucheth the body and not the minde. 
Befides, I was neuer altogether Peter PouerettOy 
vtterly throwne downe, defperatcly feperated from 
all means of releeuing my felfe, fince I knew how 
to feparate a knaue from an honeft man, or throw 
my cloake ouer my nofe, when I failed by the 
Counters. 

The ragged cognizance on the fleeue, I may fay 
to thee, carried meate in the mouth when time 
was: doe not difpraife it yet, for it hath many 
high partakers. Qju^ fequuntur hujujmodijunt. 

Thou turmoilft thy fia mater to proue bafe 
births better than the ofspring of many difcents, 
becaufe thou art a mufhrumpe fprung vp in one 
night, a feely moufe begotten on a moulehill, that 
wouldft fayne pearch thy felfe on the mountaines, 
when thy legges are too fhort to ouercome fuch a 
long iourney of glorie. 
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My margent note, Meritis expendite caujamy thou 
wouldft rather than any thing wreft to an endit- 
ment of arrogance, & (b branch mec into thy 
tiptoe ftocke. I cannot fee how thou canft com- 
pafTe it : For though I bad them weigh the caufe 
by deferts, yet I did not aflume too much to my 
owne deferts, when I expoftiilated, why Coblers, 
Hoftlers and Carmen fhould be worth fo much, 
and I, a feholler and a good fellow, a begger. 
How thou haft arrogated to thy felfe more than 
Lucifer^ or any Miles gloriojus in the worlde would 
doe, I haue already noted at large in his due place 
and order. If thou beftowft any curtefie on mee, 
and I do not requite it, then caii mee cut, and fay 
I was brought vp at Hoggenorton, where pigges 
play on the Organs. 

Wert thou well acquainted with me, thou 
fliouldft per/ceiue that I am very franke where I 
take, & fend away none empty-handed that giue 
mee but halfe an ill worde. 

It is a good figne of grace in thee, that thou 
confefleft thou haft offences enough of thy owne to 
aunjwerey though thou beeft not chargd with thy 
Fathers. Once in thy life thou fpeakft true yet. 
I beleeue thee and pittie thee. God make thee 
a good man, for thou haft beene a wilde youth 
hitherto. 

Thy Hexameter verfes, or thy hue and crie 

K. II. 35 
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after a ţerfon as cleare as Chriftally I do not fo 
deeply commend, for al Maifter Spencer long fince 
imbraft ii with an ouer4ouingfonnet. 

Why fhould friends diffemble one with another? 
they are very vgly and artlefle, You will neuer 
leaue your olde trickes of drawing M. Spencer into 
euerie pybald thing you do. If euer he praifd 
thee, it was becaufe he had pickt a fine vainc foole 
out of thee, and he would keepe thee ftill a foole, 
by flattring thee, til fuch time as he had broiight 
thee into that extreame loue with thy felfe, that 
thou fhouldft run mad with the conceit, and (b be 
fcorned of all men. 

Yet yet, Gabriell^ are not we fet non plusi thy 
roifter-doifterdome hath not dafht vs out of coun- 
tenance. If anie man vje boiftrous harfe play^ or 
bee beholding to Carter s Logique^ it is thy felfe ; for 
with none but clownifti and roynifli ieafts doft thou 
rufti vppon vs, and keepft fuch a flurting and a 
flinging in euerie leafe, as if thou wert the onely 
reafty iade in a country. 

Skoldingy thou faiefty is the language of Jhrewes^ 
railing the ftile of rakehels : what concludft thou 
fix)m thence ? Do I fcold ? Do I raile ? 

Scolding & railing is loud mifcalling and reuiling 
one another without wit, fpeaking euery thing a 
man knows / by his neighbour, though it bee neuer 
fo contrary to all humanitie and good manners, and 
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would make the ftanders by almoft perbrake to 
heare it. Such is thy inueftiue againft Greene^ 
where thou talkft of his lowfines, his furfeting, his 
beggerie and the mother of Infortunatus infirmities. 
If I (cold, if I raile, I do but cum ratione infanire : 
Tullyy Ouidy all the olde Poets, AgrippUy Âretiney 
and the reft are all fcolds and railers, and by thy 
conclufion flat fhrewes and rakehels : for I do no 
more than their examples do wanrant mee. 

The intoxicate Jpirit of grijly Euridice, I can toffe 
ouer as lightly to thce, as thou haft puft it to mee. 
My hart is pneoccupated with better fpirits, which 
haue left herno houfe-roome: thou haft no pirite, 
as it fhould appeare by thy writing : intertaine her 
and the fpirit of the buttery out of hand, or thou 
wilt be beaten hand-fmooth out of Bucklaribury. 

When I parted with thy brother in Pierce Penni- 
lejfe 31 left ţtm to be totmetiteli tDOtlli toit^out 
etilie of out ^oetiaf anii tDritei:0 about lotilion^ fot 
caUitiff t^em piperi? maiie''pla;e0 anii maiie^bate0, 
not lioubtinff but tţie? toouUi littue bitn to tţ|i0 
iSue, t^at ţie Qioulli be confttaineli to pe to tfie 
cbtefe beame of W benefice, ano tfiere beginninff 
a lametable fpeecb, toftb cur Jcripfiy cur perii, enbe 
tottb Prauum praua decent, iuuat inconcejfa voluptos, 
$ fo toitb a tnce, truSe bp W li^^ itv tfie (tnnff 
of b(0 fauce-belU Now heere thou thankft God 
thou art not fo vncharitably bent to put fo . much 
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wit in a fpeech : like a Parfon in Lancalhire, that 
kneeld down on his knees in a zealous paffion, and 
very hartily thankt God he neuer knew what that 
vile Antichriftian Romifli Popifli Latine meant. 
Did I exhort inke and paper to pray that they 
might not bee troubled with/him any more? 
Inke and paper, if they bee true Proteftants, will 
pray that they may not be contaminated any more 
with fuch abhomination of defolation, as the three 
brothers Apocripha pamphleting. 

After all this foule weather enfueth a calme 
dilatement of others too forward harmefulnes, and 
thy owne backward irefulnefle : thats difpatcht; 
the court hath found it otherwife. 

Then thou goeft about to bribe mee to giue 
ouer this quarrell, and faift, if I will holde my 
peace, thou wilt beftowe more complements of 
rare amplification vpon mee, than euer thou 
beftowdft on Sir Philip Sidney^ and gentie Maifter 
Spencer. 

Thou flatterft mee, and praifeft mee. 

To make mee a fmall feeming amendes for the 
iniuries thou haft done mee, thou reckonft mee 
vp amongft the deare louers and profejfedjonnes of the 
MufeSy Edmund Spencer^ Abraham France^ Thomas 
fVat/oHy Samuell Danieli. 

TVtth a hundred bleffingSy and many praiers^ thou 
intreatft mee to loue thee. 
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G)ntent thy felfe, I will not 

T^hou protefts ii was not my perfon thou miflikt (I 
am afraide thou wilt make mee thy Ingle) but my 
fierce running at Parfon Richard, excufefi mee by my 
youth^ iâţromijefi to cancell thy impertinent Pamphlet. 

It were good hanging thee now, thou art in fuch 
a good mind ; yet for all this, a dogge will be a 
dogge, & returne to his vomit doe what a man 
can: thou muft haue one fquibbe more at the 
Deuils Orator, & his Dames Poet, or thy penne 
is not in cleane life. I will permit thee to fay 
what thou wilt, to vnderlie, (as thou defir'ft) the 
verdit of Fame her Jelfe^ îo I may lie aboue thee. 
LiE aboue thee, teii a greater lie than thou doft, 
no / man is able. 

Thus O heauenly Mufe, I thanke thee, for thou 
haft giu'n me the patience to trauel through the 
tedious wilderneffe of this Gomorian Epiftle. Not 
Hercules y when he cleanfed the ftables of Mgeas^ 
vnder-tooke fuch a ftinking vnfauorie exploit By 
thy affiftaunce through a whole region of golden 
lanes haue I journeied, & now am fafely arriu'd at 
not Jpeedily di/pat cht^ but hafiily bungled vp as you 
Jee. Graunt that all fuch flow difpatchers & haftie 
bunglers, may haue a long time of reproach to 
repent them in, and not come abroad to corrupt 
the aire, & impofthumate mens ears with their 
pan-pudding profe any more. So bee it, fay all 
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Englifti people after mee, that haue eares to heare 
or eies to readc. 

Feciy feciy feciy had I my health, now I had 
leyfure to be merry, for I haue almoft walht my 
hands of the DoAour. 

His own regenerate verfes of the jolly Fly^ 6? 
Gibeîine and Gwelphy (bme peraduenture may ex- 
pe<5l that 1 fhould anfwere. So 1 would if there 
were anie thing in them whîch I had not anfwerd 
before, but there is nothing ; if there were, hauing 
driuen his fword to his head, I refped not what he 
can do with his dagger. Onely I will looke vpon 
the laft fonnet of M. Spencers to the right worfhip- 
fuU Maifter G. H., DoAour of the lawes : or it 
may (b fall out that I will not looke vpon it too, 
becaufe (Gabriell) though I vehemently fufped it 
to bee of thy owne doing, it is popt foorth vnder 
M. Spencers name, and his name is able to fanâifie 
any thing, though falfely afcribed to it. 

The fourth letter of our Orators, to the fame 
fauourable or indifFerent reader, was a letter which 
this many a long fummers day, I dare ieopard my 
maydenhead / had line hidden in his defke ; for it 
is a fhipmans hofe, that will ferue any man as well 
as Green or mee. 

To make fhort, in it, as fortie times before, he 
brides it and fimpers out a crie, No, forfooth, God 
dild you hee would not, that hee would : None fo 
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defirous of quiet as hee, good olde man, who with 
a pure intent of peace, firft put fire to the flame 
that hath hedgde him in. 

He hath preuented Maifter Bunnie of the fecond 
part of his treatife of Pacification ; for like fome 
craftie ringleader of rebellion, when hee hath 
ftirred vp a dangerous commotion, and findes, by 
the too late examination of his forevnexamined 
defefts in himfelfe, that fo fweet a roote will 
hardlie eflTeft correfpondent fruits, ftrait, in poUicie 
to get his pardon, hee ftrikes faile to the tempeft 
of fedition, and is thrice as eameft in preaching 
pacification, obedience, and fubmiflion : fo Gabtielj 
when he hath ftird vp againft me what tumults he 
can in ftationers Shops, and left the quiuer of his 
enuie not an arrow vndrawne out, hee finds, by the 
audit of his ill confumed defecftes, that he is not 
of force inough to hold out : wherefore in pollicie, 
to auoid further arrearages of infamie, hee tires 
the text of reconciliation out of breath, and hopeth 
by the interceflîon of a cuppe of white wine and 
fugar y to be made friends with his fellow writers. 

It cannot choofe but he muft of neceflîtie be a 
very fore fellow, that is (o familiar with white wine 
& fugar, for white wine, in a mâner, is good for 
nothing but to walh fores in, and fmudge vp 
withered beauty with, Well, for all hee would 
haue Pierce make no warres on him, he makes 
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warres on Tierce Pennilejfey he bebeggereth hîm 
again in this epiftle vene bountifuUie : / hee faies 
that Lordes mufi take heede how they Lord it in his 
prefence. 

That the AJfe is the onelie Author he alleadgeth. 

That Greene is an Affe in prinţ ^ and he a calfe in 
prinţ, 

That they are both chieftaines in licentioufneffe 
and that truth can Jaie the abhominable villanies of 
Juch baje Jhifting companionSy good for nothing but to 
cafi away themfeluesyjpoile their adherentSy 6?r. 

For my beggerie, let that trauell the conntries : 
I haue faide more for it than a richer man would 
haue done, but that I take vppon me to Lord it 
ouer great Lords, thou art a moft lewd tungd 
lurden to faie it. 

Muft they take heede how they Lord it in my 
prefence, what muft they doe in thy prefence ? 

That fit ting like a looker on 
Of this worlds ftagCy doft note with critique pen 
The Jharpe diflikes of each condition; 
Nefawnejlfor the f amur of the great ^ 
Nor fearefi foolifh reprehenfiony 
But freelie dofi of what thee lift intreate^ 
Like a great Lord ofpeerelejfe libertie^ 
Lifting the good vp to high honours Jeate^ 
And tK euill damning euermore to die : 
For life and death is in thy doomefull writing. 
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Whercas thou faift the Afle, in a manner, is 
the only Author I alleadge, I muft know how you 
define an Afle before I can teii how to anfwere 
you ; for Cornelius Agrippa maketh all the Philo- 
(bphers, Oratours, and Poets that euer were, Afles : 
and if fo, you vnderftand that 1 alleadge no Author 
but the Afle ; for [if] all Authors are AflTes, why 
I am for you ; if otherwife, thou art worfe than a 
Cumane Afle, to leape before thou lookft, and 
condemne a man without caufe. 

What Authors doft thou alleadge in thy booke ? 
not/two but any Grammer SchoUer might haue 
alleadgd. 

There is not three kemels of more than common 
leaming in all thy Foure Letters. Common leam- 
ing ? not common fenfe in fome places. 

Of force I muft graunt that Greene came oftner 
in prinţ than men of iudgement allowed ofF, but 
neuertheleflTe he was a daintie flaue to content the 
taile of a Tearme, and ftuflfe Seruing mens pockets. 

An Afle, Gabriely it is harde thou fliouldft name 
him : for calling me Calfe, it breakes no fquare, 
but if I bee a calfe, it is in comparifon of fuch an 
Oxe as thy felfe. 

The chieftaines of licentioufnejfej and truth can Jay 
the abhominahle villanies of fuch bqfe foijling corn- 
panionSy good for nolhing, 6?f . I am of the mind 
wee fliall not digeft this neither. 

N. II. 36 
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Anfwere mtfuccint} £sf expeditiv what one period 
any way leaning to licetitioiifnes, canft thou pro- 
4uce in Pierce Pennilejfe ? 

I talke of a great matter when I teii thee of a 
period, for I know two feuerall periods or full 
pointes, in this laft epiftle, at leaft fortie lines long 
a piece. 

/ For the order of my life, it is as ciuil as a ciuil 

orenge : I lurkc in no comers, but conuerfe in a 
houfe of credit, as well gouerned as any CoUedge, 
where there bee more rare quallified men, and 
feleâed good SchoUers than in any Noblemans 
houfe that I knowe in England. 

If I had committed /uch abhominable villanieSy or 
were a bafe Jhifting companion^ it ftoode not with 
my Lords honour to keepe me, but if thou haft 
faide it, & canft not proue it, what flandrous 
difhonor haft thou done him, to giue it out 
that he keepes the committers of j abhominable 
villanies and bafe fhifting companions^ when they 
are farre honefter than thy felfe, 

If I were by thee, I would plucke thee by the 
beard, and {pit in thy face, but I would dare thee 
and vrge thee beyonde all excufe, to difclofe and 
proue for thy heart bloud, what villanie or bafe 
fliifting by mee thou canft. I defie all the worlde 
in that refpeft. 

Becaufe thou vfedft at Cambridge to fhift for 
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thy Friday nights fuppers, and cofen poore vic- 
tuallers and pie-wiues of Doftours cheefe and 
puddinges, thou thinkeft me one of the fame 
relieîon too. 
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diuers good Gentlemen that haue beene my adherents 
and I fauourers a long time. Let them report howe 
I haue fpoilde them, or praid on them, or put them 
to one pennie detriment fince I firft conforted with 
the. 

Haue an eie to the maine-chaunce, for no fooner 
fhall they vnderftand what thou haft faid by mee 
of them, but theyle goe neere to haue thee about 
the eares for this geare, one after another. 

My Patrons, or anie that bind me to them by 
the leaft good tume, there is no man in England 
that is, or fhall (for my fmall power) bee more 
thankefull vnto than I. Neuer was I vnthankefuU 
vnto any, no, not to thofe of whome for deedes I 
receiued nothing but vnperformeâ deede promifing 
words. It is an honor to be accufde, and not 
conuinft. 

One of thefe months I fhall challenge martir - 
dome to my felfe, and writ large flories of the 
perfecution of tongues. Troth I am as like to 
perfecute as be perfecuteA Let him take vp his 
CrofTe and blefTe himfelfe that crofTeth mee, for I 
will crofTe fhinnes with him though euerie fentence 
of his were a thoufande tunnes of difcourfes, as 
Gahriel faith, euerie fentence of his is a difcourfe. 
Quods, quods giue me my Text pen againe, for I 
haue a little more Text to launce. 

T^he fecretaries of art and nature^ if it were not 
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for friuolous contentions^ might beftead the commd- 
welth with manie puijfant engins. As, for example, 
Bacons brafen nofe, Architas wodden doue, dancing 
bals, fire breathing gourdes, artificiali flies to hang 
in the aire by themfelues, an egfhell that fhall run 
vp to the toppe of a fpeare. 

Archimedes made a heau'n of brafle, but we haue 
nothing to do with olde brafle and iron. 

Apollonius Regimontanus did manie pretie iugling 
tricks, but wee had rather drinke out of a glafle 
than / a lugge : vfe a little brittle wit of our owne, 
than borrow any miracle mettall of the Deuils. 

Amongft all other ftratagems and puiflTant engins, 
what fay you to Mates Pumpe in Cheapfide, to 
pumpe ouer mutton and porridge into Fraunce? 
this colde weather our fouldiors, I can teii you, 
haue need of it, and, poore field mife, they haue 
almoft got the colicke and ftone with eating of 
prouant 

Confider of it well, for it is better than all 
Bacons^ Architas y Archimedes y Apollonius or Regio- 
montanus deuices ; for Gabriell, that profefleth all 
thefe, with all their helpe cannot make the bias 
bowle at Saffron Walden run downe the hill, when 
it is throwne down with the hardeft hand that 
may bee, but it will tume vp the hill againe in 
fpite of a mans teeth, and, that which is worfl:, 
giue no reafon for it. 
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The Parrat and the Peacock haue leifure to reuiue 
and repoli/h their expired workes. You fpeake 
like a friend: wele liften to you when you haue 
repolifhed and expired your perfefted degree. A 
Demy Doftor, what a fhame is it? 

Becaufe your books do caii for a litle more 
drinke, and a fewe more clothes when they are 
gone to bed, that is, when they lie dead, you 
thinke ours do fo too. No, no, we doe not vfe 
to clappe a coat ouer a ierkin, or thruft any of 
the children of our braine into their mothers 
wombe againe, & beget them a new after they 
are once borne. If it bce a home booke at his 
firft conception, let it be a home booke ftill, and 
tume not eat in the panne, conuert the Patemofter 
to a Primer, when it hath begd it felfe out at the 
elbowes vp and downe the cuntrey. 

Thou didft thou kncwft not what in eeking this 

thy fhort-wafted Pamphlet, iwis, as thou faift of 

thy felfe / Thou art an old trewant^ fitter to plaie 

the dumbe dogge with fome antients, than the hiffing 

Jnake. 

Who be thofe antient dumbe dogs? we fhall 
haue you a Martinift when all comes to all, becaufe 
you cannot thriue with the Ciuill Law, and that 
you may marry her for any thing you are a kindred 
ţo her : therfore you vrill compare Whitegtft and 
Cartwrighty white and blacke together, namc the 
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higheft gouemours of the Church without giuing 
them anie reuerence or titles of honour, îmbrace 
anie religion which will be eueti with the profeflion 
that fauors not you. 

There is no băile or mainprife for it, but wee 
muft haue you in the firft peeping forth of the 
fpring, preaching out of a Pulpit in the woods: 
you haue put on wolues raiment already, feduced 
manie fimple people vnder the habit of a fheepe 
and JVolfes prinţ. If you proteft & lie any more, 
it is not your ending here like a fermon, that will 
make you bee reputed for a faint. 

Readers, a decaied ftudent, lately fhipwrackt 
with Si vales bene eft^ hauing foure Lightors of 
Letters, cleane caft away on the rocks called the 
Bifhop & his Clarks, defires you all to pray for 
him, and he will recommend you all to God the 
next fermon he penneth, or his brother Richard. 

He hath a mind to pay euery man his owne, 
though hee hath fuftained great lofle in fight, that 
which he cannot ejffeSl he bejeecheth the Lord to 
accompli/h^ and euen to worke a miracle vpon the 
deafe. 

Lord if it be thy will, let him be an Afle ftiU. 
Gentlemen, I haue no more to fay to the DoAor 
difpofe of the viftorie as you pleafe : fhortly I will 
prefent you with fomething that fhal be better 
than nothing, onely giue mee a gentle hire for my 
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durtie day labor, and I am your bounden Orator 
for euer. 

Son I netto. 

Were there no warres, poore men fhould haue 
no peace : 
Vnceflant warres with wafpes and droanes I crie : 
Hee that begins, oft knows not how to ceafe, 
They haue begun, Ile follow till I die. 

Ile heare no truce, wrong gets no graue in mee, 
Abufe pell meii encounter with abufe : 
Write hee againe, Ile write eternally. 
Who feedes reuenge hath found an endlefle Mufe. 

If death ere made his blacke dart of a pen, 
My penne his fpeciall Baily fhall becum : 
Somewhat Ile be reputed of mongft men, 
By ftriking of this duns or dead or dum. 

Awaite the world the Tragedy of wrath : 

What next I paint fhall tread no common path. 

Aut nunquam tentes aut perfice. 

Tho. Nafhe. 
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Obferuations for the Readers of thîs 
Booke. 

Jtem, tDdatroeuer foc tţe moS part 10 fiere in 
tW booke fn t^ange of lettec, {0 our aduerfarieet 
otDiie Cejtt, aati tiiitiarie& tBor&0, eît^er in t^i0 
\\^ toauitteti Foure Letterd, or fome otţer fuftfe 
treatiTe, fet foct^ bp Jfm ţeretofore* 

W^txi^ tţat 31 am toreSed and titterl;? diuarceli 
fram m;? otone fnuentfon, ţ tonSraineli StU 
fttU, before 31 am toarme fu anp oue tiafne, to 
ftart atoa;? fo&afnel;?, anH folloto ^\\xi m \\% 
tianftfe» 

jftnaU;?, )^cinter0 ţaue man;? falfe ftitc^ed, 
tBţftţ are t^u0 to bee tiratoen bp. 

In the fecond page of c for Baboune brother, 
reade Baboune his brother : in the 7 for allegorized 
& Abdias, reade allegorized Abdias : in the 8 for 
fet hand, reade, fet his hand: idem for headmen 
read headman. In the firft of d for liuor poft 
quiejcaty reade Liuor poji fata quie/cat : in the 5 
for plaifter of Doftourfhip, reade plaiftrie or dawb- 
ing of Doftourfhip : in the 7 for infblent incke- 
home worme, reade infolent incke worme : in the 
2 of E for Afle in prefent, read Afle in prefenti : 
in the 3 for beftow vpon, reade beftow vpon him : 
in the 5 for efi^eft, reade eflîcacie. In the 4 of f 

N. II. 37 
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for vertuous Syr lohn Norrîs, read viftorious Syr 
John Norris : in the 5 page of h for I introduce 
in a difcontented Scholler, read I introduce a 
difcontented Scholler : in the 8 for His aflentrion, 
reade His aflertion. In the 5 of I for verie com- 
panie, reade verie timpanie. In the 5 page of k 
for in this firft cafe, reade firft in this cafe. 
[Corrected in the places. — G.] 



FINIS. 
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Prtntedby Hazell, Watscft, and Viney, Lmdon and Ayltsl'nry. 
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